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ciRjf W***^‘‘ p « f .» 


Mr^LaugWin 

h r ■ 

^r^Wln.tewwd- 

Tele., Roontl: 

Mn HoHoman- 






DIRECTOR 


BAYLM^JULIUSTlOSENBERG. ESP. DASH R. CONFIDENTIAL INF0R8ANTJSD- 

^^sa^^BsgS^staSm advised today that ...inquiries ,havO&»v 

BEEN MADE OF EDITH ROSENBERG CONCERNING THE CLEMENCY TRAIN THAT iO 
IS GOING TO SING SING ON THE FOURTEENTH NEXT. . AN UNXNOWN MAM‘,V«^ 

• ...'"■ "•['■"■■■-'■>£:■ <*<'" v.-rv.w- T$ 

ADVISED ROSENBERG THAT THEY HAD ABOUT FORTY PERSONS FROM BROOKLYN 

• '•’•;• "f‘ •'• ■■ -•. i c%' 

WHO WISHED TO MAKE THE TRIP BUT THEY PREFERRED TO BRIVE RATHER: *- J 

^ 


THAN GO BY TRAIN. 

« * 

A MEETING WAS HELD TODAY BY THE CRC. THE NCSJRC IS OPPOSED TO THE 


TRIP PLANNED FOR THE FOURTEENTH. AS A RESULT, THE TRIP. MAY BE •:^Vi 1 

^ <1 — 1 ~ N~ NT ~~nVi , ^1 BTOnTI^Y^ ,!^^, , r^^nTiM > ■flT^^ r * * 

■“ ""*■ *"***•*""— > ' A* * r V* .*y > 

CELLED.^ INFORMANT ADVISED THAT THE CP IS 


BRI NGING PRESSURE ON THE COMMITTEE THAT THE TRIP SHOULD BE HELD ^ A, 
MEETING IS SCHEDULED JOR THE PM, ELEVENTH NEXT WHEN A DECISION W£l_ 


BE MADE. RA AT WHITE 


HOLD 


HITE PLAINS ADVISED; OF‘ FOREGOING. ' : '-V;V^ C V''^- 

woMfflJb ?£ 


ll.m 
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JULIUS ROSENBERG* ESP R 


INFORMANTS 


&*»HSK!EE3ZJ30BSi^ 


advised today "that scheduled trip to sing 3ING. .on. pep FpURTEEN^fljy yi 

WYT HAS* BEEN POS TPONED TO . PEC TWEN TY ONE 

^^ADVISED THATirjffiE«ij; P*Ttj$|ON OF 4PRC . REOlffiSTfPai,6WT. . J|^i 
I fKp or CROTON ON HUDSON TO FIND A HALL IN ^ OSSINiNC JHAT ?AN 
USED FOR A DISCUSSION AFTER ‘THE DEMONSTRATION ON THEN^ FIR^^ 


XAHN ADVISED THAT HE AND pAjR'Tl ANPiRSQN OF THE ALP HOULD ATTEMPT 


TO FIND SUCH A HALL* CONF INFORMAL, 


ADVISED THAT THERE NAS A DIFFERENCE 'OF OPINION .BETWEEN .THE 

AND THE CRC ON THE ONE SIDE AND THE .NC^JRC' ON THE O^THER.' THIS. |S^' 

A POLITICAL DIFFERENCE. NCSJRC BELIEVES. IT J|Wli,D.NOT BE TO THEIR 

-■ , •• • «* «■ Af» •mi? miTiior 


ADVANTAGE TO HAVE A DEMONSTRATION At SINGLING ~IN VIEN fi ,OF THE FUTURE 
APPLICATION TO PRESIDENT TRUMAN FOR CLEMENCY. CRC AND CP ARGUE , 
tKAT THERE WAS TO BE A LARGE DEMONSTRATION IN WASHINGTON, DC <»*/_ 
JAN FOUR NEXT AND A PRIOR DEMONStRATION ^WOULD 


END PAGE ONE 
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ADVERSE EFFECT* 


'.y-^ "^{jg|MiiHB| BFLIEVES tkAT: POSTf-^E^EI^T , 

^ adverse 

*m r WAs i cOMPROMISE^M AT WHITE fLAINS.AH^COMMlSSIONER^^C e jjg?$fk 

•1 '-’or WT STATE DEPARTMENT OF CORRECrtoW ABVISED OF POSTPONEMENg^g 

Vf • * A • - - * v ; • is -- • * * : -2vs£*k* \ 5*. iSbe4fcsOT^^ 


it: bureau Will be advised of developments 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF /INVESTIGATION 



• (m T* 


UNITED 8TATBS DBPi 


t/" T- 5 


wait tbo following Teletype message to; 


OF JUSTICE * - v 
NEW YORK, H.T. • 
DEC.V16, 1952 ,.:. 



! Sr. Ttm CT, , - 
Air. Lau ghlia ; 
Hr. Mohr_ZH; 

Hr- Wintarrowd. ; 

Hr. BdBoma^ 

' ClB3 y _ • 


. JULIU^ROSENBERO, ET AL, ESP-R. MR. CJpV VAN HORN/ GENERAL PASSEN^^m^C 


B & 0 RAILROAD, NYC, ADVISED THAT A1 


.MADE A 




RESERVATION FOR ONE THOUSAND MEMBERS OF THE NATIONAL COMMITTEE TO SECURE JUSTICW 
IN THE ROSENBERG CASE TO GO TO WASHINGTON, D.C. ON SPECIAL’ COACH TRAINS OF B 4 0 ' 

RR ON JAN. FOUR NEXT. THIS GROUP WILL LEAVE NIC AT SEVEN AM AND PART OF GROUP ; 
WILL RETURN FROM WASHINGTON AT TWELVE PM. SEVHttL HUNDRED WILL STAY OVER AND ' - 

COME BACK FROM WASHINGTON ON THE NIGHT OF JAN. FIVE. g^SBERG AND ^CRNEIDSR If 'J* ^C' 


IDENTIFY THEMSELVES AS BEING THE LABOR COMMITTEE TO SAVE THE ROSENBERGS, ADDRESS 

t 

ONE ZERO FIVE ZERO SIXTH AVE, NYC. ’ MR. VAN HORN RECD A CERTIFIED CHECK IN SOM OF 
TWO THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED FORTYONE DOLLARS 'DjUWN TO ORDER OF B & 0 DATED DEC. ‘ •'*" 
FIFTEEN LAST, CHECK NO. SIX ZERO SEVEN DRAWN ON CHASE NATL BANK, TIKES SQUARE' . 

♦ • i ,* ... 

BRANCH ON ACCOUNT OF THE NATIONAL COMMITTEE TO SECURE JUSTICE IN THE ROSENBERG 
CASE AND SIGNED BY JOSEPH BRAINEN AND EMILY ALMAN. MR* VAN HORN MADE THIS CHECK TT 

V y . -.- v •; • ; 

AVAILABLE AND PHOTOSTATIC COPY OF SAME IS BElfoG FOTOJARDED HEREWITH TO BUREAU. 

y . ^ &r5& a %$2s;, 

Bureau (ene-1) 

Mf 65-15348 $ / y* BOUOttl . ' - • • 8ECU?'|flj|^.^.- 

i -hi 100 - 107 U 1 7) 

JAHsD1 ' + 

• ««**** 0^ - - - ' 

> V 'lb-’’** I ' ■*» • - 

DESTROYED y Vo / 

NOV 9 tyfiO \pP/OA /) " ■ - - ‘ >V-, ‘ 


JAHjJM 


copies destroyed 

nov 9 \%o 
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Secure Justice in the Ro^r'j JV, Case.;: j ' 
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Office Memorandum • m states government 



DATE: 


OM I 


*y 


Director, FBI 
SAC, New York (65-1531+8) 

fuBJBCT: JULIUS^ ROSENBERG 

Xre is being forwarded berewlth^o ^^Xto^udg^ 

S’K/mSS^aS.-*!." »t«“ ° r 0 “■ 1 • 

Universl/ty, NY* ’ commutation of 

It Is noted that these letters req Professor LINSCHITZ 

Ku-esgrrsK.^ - - - i c " “ 

R0SENBEH3S • 


aL 
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This submitted for the Information of the. Bureau, Je^ ^ 

end Albany* ^.p-J!-xoNC C)r - > ?’ rT1 r &*' • 


I-Rewark (Enc. 1) 
X-Alt>any (Bnc* 1) 
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1 1 i 1 

••... ••Y\, .,,. ■ ■-• v' V : v . ;<S«r,v 


Honorable, I rving R. Kaufman £ 

Judge of |the U . S . B i s t r i c t . Co u rt j ' v - •.*■• -•** - v . ; . , , 

Federal, lag , 


?oley/-Square • "H 
Kew York KVY. . 


Tj JR 'CaLM>' V i> tv' .‘»?.«V'44 V : 


4 ; .'.'■ j • '■■'■ v.V ? . 


/•• . : i - S:"' < 1 '' i. .■"*>. 
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-* u v * v i vf^y 5 


p e c emb e r .2 3,1952 


**■ 






Honrorable I rv i ng ]H . K &u ffe an 


•'-■ .y Pi-... .Judge of , the >.S. District Court -- , r • •••■‘ • 

' . /'Federal 1 building ;, v -^ r &/y \\ 

' • P^Fqley Square ^ .- r - •. ; h / ' ;N; t \/. *■ ‘ 

■■■■]■''"■ •••/’'■ ■: ' Vy-P-^ Dew York D . Y • :/ • :Z . : : - - ’. -’ >•' : ? ' ■> - / .• h >. j/y • 


r Judge Kaufman: 

■ iu ■'., .A " ’ T “ 




ii-.-'. ./' ; " : '~'-4 v ;. X writing to .suggest that the death- ;p: • . 

Sentence of l.r. and *£Trs. Rosenberg be commuted to a less " 

r\nr\i c cm f 1 ^ ■ ' ~V • > >*;** 


,-^ui . -V.. 

; ; jr'-./ 

- -'- V/vvP.fV 


V.: 


. . "-iv ^ w v v a ^ w vmi:iu u v U u y ^ 4- ti 

-•r^:^.:;:^.-;.;.. t severe punishment, since: my conscience compels' me to 
'..>^V:'^-;;v do so. Dobody will ever learn.’ from me that I have 

■ v : ; / ■; ; • addressed this letter ^a A ydu. Similarily, I have 
; avoided to make any public statement. ' 

P . . / .concern h *?£ . . ^ $ i>9 s en be rg y cas e V - Th e reason for r $his ” 

:/> ''hyyX v 6Cre ^ y c °n vi ction|that : l5very effort should v ’ . > 

SSr - .iv. * m a . d & 8 * £ h e / v e6 * ££ X 0 do. justice >nd 'to“ ac t ^ - 

4 . ^ humanely,^) e usedlffor "politicar Purposes. ' '■#* ,/••• -f ' 

■- .. P . ^oh vWfila that Y t "wou Id be- a ‘ tragedy 'ivr^ 7 •’ 

y d ^ ath *! e l}^ e ^a^ executed •^making <. 

K ^ . ;;i :, v : ,v: J r^/ ^M^M4j a t e nien t . Y ■ d 0 .^P < t^^’^ ; ^q v ^ e nge^ttie^j ury ^ ^ 

I vf ^Xthougli ;Y-°dP v^ant to mention that 

S- anyone who was'; not present ;,in court during ‘the . ’ P' v : 

^^ 0 ?:the.;defend^.tr^waB no t" ; established 

^ ‘y.Airlfe'.*- v • ; / beyond any reasonable doubt.' ^ . •: .^- . ‘ * r - 


...■Vi' 


g ^ Soviet representative of ‘the document prepa/red by l!r‘ - 

I, would ‘tie incorapreheWriflvif 

crime .was coWfi^H^ - - 

Zy ■ one' o^f y VI n 'th! t vh J * l , 6 . al9 ° t0 'be considered 'that not' • . ;.V- 
;0 .r. ,.i 5 . F ersons ,who were • found gu i 1 ty of -. Vi 

’ - - ifMlW lnfoniaUo n>bout atomic- energy and who •• ‘V' ' ' : 

’ ‘ -ihoompetent'GrSl-^f "T n'Hterial^hln the U.. , 

.incompetent Greenglass, was Executed. ' - 'C ' -•■■ 

• z. , •_ > v' ■•■ j--\ - * 1 • ' y ^ ^ -. _ . /V' : ‘ ■■' ^ 

£ X ' ^ ; -Vd :--May 1 finally appeal to you as a fellow human' 

teing to usefthe authority-Tg'iyer. to "you hy law lest an ' 
irreparable action be taken.' - an 

v .... • . •-.. ^ •*>... spec t-f u : l J ly^Ko u r s # ■ . 
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v *tu j" * M«.v>v:w, ,:4- 1 V% 5 ^ ^ /'f i. ^; S j 
SYRACUSE; UNIVERSITY 




;-- wi 


■j . 


SYRACUSE to, N. Y. 


department or chkhivtrv 

'*,< SOW NS HALL .. 


:-’-1/ VI.. 

1 V,- ) i.V v 


#- ,v V#V-;.' ; V 




&■ 


i : - v -r 


■' ' ' \V-' •!) “ '•. ; 

jfer ;>r * 

' • ... ,'v ^,.J .■ 

^y -’hieK :■;■• ff ■ ;t ; ; - v : 

• .i* V ; ■ ;.* 0 ' ■•:'*’■’ • " - ; . j • ■■'/■ ■' 

- af ;: ■.. & ',, 4 V '.U, 

,/^ .J ■' ^ • j • '*-’■ 1 .. 'aif '•'•;■■ ‘y ', t . ' * ’ »% • v! .' ' ’ 

: i'-V’ * r f: - V ’. 


fit -,r ( 

i> #: 


■<r. 
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J*ATU 

‘ Vi 
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£.-■ ,. (J •, ■ •. . ^ t? . ;V- ■; 

•«’.;• ; . Judge Irving Kaufman 

M' . 4$. ■' .. . Federal Court Building 

, r ' v \ ^ ovs:'. \ Foie yj; Square 

. r ^t' - ■ . ‘ ; v . New: York, New York 

^ vii •••* 

•• ; * •>•' ■ . £ s, 

. »*:»>• i.»-f '• :•. . *■: ; •• • 

1 - v. • »■; ■ /. 1 > as < •- • 




:vi*« ! *-v ■■■' ■■.: - 

f iSr-: -if :■ wvspeciAL deu 




4 ^ ‘ 
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SYR A C U S e U N’ I'v e RSI T V 
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DCf ARTMCNT or C,HtHi»T«y 
fOWNf HALL ' 


December 22, 19 5 2' V 


f- 



' • ' ’ " '"*% ''i STp.- r*' • - * 1 ’ 7 , . ■/• \ ■ i .•*,^55 ^7 - 

■•■ , . 4 ‘ ->,* '***"''' • • .*v.i , •'■■■■ T ■• - ‘ - J V* f '■ * 

Judge Irving Kaufma n ' *. 1 ’’ ■•*■•;■- • * • Vyj I V >1 * ,f - ■- - ' '• ■ y. 

Federal Court Building ,, ^ t V . - j- * j. V -•**•! ' 

Foley Square -••• y ™y : /V-V>V.VrV; '•* 

New. ■' Yor^k, New York Vrv. : J V:V V ,-,h : ; VV 1 '’:'..: iV- hy:,. 

Dear Judge jKaufman : ;V y g-;y;- ■ ■ " J ' y VV'- • — •; • - 

During world war II I; worked as a research Group Deader^'a.t.* f'W 
‘Los Alamos on the development of high explosive lenses. My status 
on -the project Was .Js ini liar to ;tha t of Dr, yia 1 ter Ko ski , . wh o test i - ' - 
Tied a t the trial . I helped aTs e mb 1 e the 'Nag a sak i bomb a s a .membe r 
Of the Atomic Bomb Field Group- in the Marianas^ .in ...August, 19^5* 
David Greengla s s 0 c casiona 1 ly did JJ obs for my group' in the .shop . : S • 
' My i n t ere st i n the Ko'senb erg c ase*i s. yin part due ' to . my actual ntanc e 
with the ‘ f acts . d i s cl os e d and one of "the individuals i nvolved^i n 
part to my ^reactions as a Jew, and finally, - to my„ concern, -asyyan 
.American, Jt hat just ice be'y'adminlsjtered by our ^American courtsT'- 




X believe, that "the death 


sentence 


should" 'be.' commuted 


tei. 


because:'^- 

•• ->\- 




IV The re is -goo d reason t o .doubt the c r ed i bill ty 6 f Vt 
test imony given by Dav 1 d Greengla 33 . W-- The evidence for .this J is 
first, my own per s o ha 1 impressions "of his .cha racter . and seco rid, 

*** the fact that/ w ith u t ter lack of ‘ c oncern’fo.r . t he .truth, he de|^ 

. enounced ln pa&fe nt .people;, to the J.,B. I . 'Presuni^ly^'|||^gf 3 “^ 

-*V' .vto hla e^geTne S3 to. be co-ojjerat.l^e . Cgmmutationgog 
^fe^VJor' e ven^'delay ' af f ord ^^haHce^o^ 
further the credibility of this key witness. • 

2 . The distressingly obvious fact that . the . a e fend ants and 
' V confessed spies in this .case are all Jews shob 1 d "no t , ,‘on the ' 0 the r . 
hand, cause ;a Jewish judge to lean over backward to^ expiate , Jin \,y 
the eyes of the Chr isti an world, t he ch iir.es o f his c 0 -re llg 10 hi s ts , J . 
or to a vo i d all pos s ible criticism o f parti a 1 it y . If- this’ 'at ti tude 
contributed at. all to the severe sentence, moral courage and" hone sty 
requires that the sentence be modified. 








- 5. One.may.be reasonably certain that if the 
had been brought to trial in 19^5# or if the foreign powe'r '1 nvol ve a 
had been any other than Russia, then the death sentence would not " 
have been imposed. .-It thus appears that the Severity of the 
se n t e n c e r ari se s no t Trom 't he or irrfe i t s e 1 f , but out of the bitter 
international feelings . that . have ^developed since the crime was 
■Committed "These "feelings ' have Ie 3 to a climate of public' opinion ' 




-% 




. r--j * 


v-J . > • 


* ^ ' 


'■s. 


— -i.: 




Judge Irving ^Kaufman 
Page 2 


December 22, 1952 


r 




;: ! - 


\T--~ 

, - ■ . * ..... »* ' * . . . ; .» . 


<■ .+7'Xi' J Y 


i’s all too easy to pass harsh Judgments, and alP-'too 
v difficult to sustain a just sentence, ^ - yy .. • •- : ./y 




: 'v. " . , Of- the .parlous ^dther aspects of the case, such as- the enormous • 

2 papcy , betWeen the treatment of Ethel Rosenberg and' - -oYC-;. i-' 

i : Ruth.Oreenglass, the opportunity for propaganda given to the'* ; --'ft**: 

Communists by making martyrs of the Rosenbergs, we need' not' here Y.:.;,, 
- .?„ ?m concer ne<3 simply with the.- Justice of the death penalty "*• 

2:_ .. . r ; ■; ; yY' • - -vy •• ■■■■... . ■ y . ; Y . r 

‘•W '•. ' .yY. ' ‘ 1. • - I • .••*•'*■>■ • ' ' ••• ' * ‘ . ■■ 


, n „J.~ If'J ;^ war ?' f ud ^,; Kaufman of the difficult and responsible 
ft strength t n M a . , sl * n ,? p ®°ral 


I ; £™g th .£?'* ect i fy ' lf , an y doubt , exists m your mli^d, the wrfhg •>, 

I; '■ d °” e K ^ i . tbls sentence. Please accept this letter in the spirit; in ,Y 

h . - r' ; v-: > *2 •• f ent “ as a request again to reconsider and weigh thX~ : ' * 

* -■ while r therl?i« ed ^ if >? pe ybu w111 se ® f u \ t0 commute the sentence '„Yy 

while the re . i s still time. ... • •••• ?.,<• ■-*- 






'iTafc^v’ 

’..‘Vko' 


r. •>***;. 

E- 


•■"VO,, 


.Since rely; yours ' . •?#*>. .w'- : 







... • ' ': J Nfc y ^ •. t -• ; -. : \ \ •• 

Henry J Lin sc hit 2 ' J - ■: 

•; '%.y . 


t , Associate Professor of / ‘^-r : 



•§&? jnistry 

-V’ . • 1 
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IBSTONE HO’ 

IBSTONE, 

N* HIGH VYCOMBB, 
BOCKS. 


oS fe December 5, 1952 


Deer Mr Hoover * 

v— . .5 nr r} - T - ed '»! , w 


r. \ ** ;r 'i.'V" e J h tw' '? 


■ \ ;. i 




t ■ Hr' Semper man of the American Embassy bare ^ln 

London bas encouraged me to -write to you, toask lr 
your office could kindly furnlah me with some lnfor- 
nation, o'l 1 1 t+S* «“«* ot vili ' <>*£?■ hi o.- ? • 

da * 4 *!*•<*• *«>«*•. «*' -lo, 3 r •>***•«* *»••• - - 


ff 




%V 


■» am writing &ri fanSLysla bf» the Rosenberg trial 

for the London PICTUKK POST* : T have the transcript 
of the trial whloh has' been sent out by the Defence 
Committee * and I am puzzled by certain elementa in 

the . c* a e * t . 1 ** f ’ -■ »/ 1 'y : - v v V :: ‘ 




v T v W.j wonder if 1 oould possibly find out what 
v— Greenglass , s pay was at the time he was at Los Alamos 

f l do not understand why he and his .wife appeared to 
be in such need of money at that time, Judging from 
the reports I have heard of the rates .of pay on tne 
Atomic Projects* 

^ that he was runnUig^ « + 

this were eb and jie^had some money at ,his disposal, it 
is odd that he kept his ; brother sfin-law short of money 
to the point r thft +o Jrtnrlpucly , •rousc^^clr 5 n «*W* 
But It occurs tb me wvt^ .perhaps Rosenberg had ceased 

_ . . . s * M - . ^ S . _ _ : . VVk ATT Via /I wt ilVldTfiVII 


„ e 

I M 
r * 

; Sfci 

f IB 


I am .also pvtzsled.by the finances of Rosenberg's 

1 ' >' 1 . j, ta (>a ma tkA nnfeflibl* 


various corporations^ n It seems to me Indeed possible 
that he was running * t Hi a 6 business as a front, but If 


</> 


■' n| 

i MXj 

' M M 

1831 


to he uaefuls to ;i toe. His slajns , find 


their support* xiMiauld Interest me greatly to know 
y ^ ’ unts: traced which bear «« 


If there were any^bank^ 
this qiestlon 
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pec 29 








r>-' 


#> 


- , ViiH Jf OTcat 

.aemorjYW woih ?*' 

;?XC:tV 

*.**? [ . 't ^ iir e 3 O- T 




^ 5? v ■ „ .. 


**• . r t ■ • i 

-»A y^, W 'V* , *-. 1 


j^^vo'oH t; ■*. •* 

I would bo moat grateful if I could be* given any ; ^ 

details of the cases of Vivian Olassraany Surant, and c 
-Joel Barrq* ->v or- ***.! ; c.* •• *r*; .♦ •. •» ■. -v* 

- ^ "* -. ‘ ?i,i* j/ ^,.1 yJ 2i '"' ; # * r T* - £ ‘vp * >' ^ r _ *'• -> •'v V J ""t *;; vi* 1 "• \ • 

I should also like to know what Justification there : 
la for the statement of the Defence propagandists that 
{ the prosecution challenged all Jewish witnesses, for , 
it seems to rae from the names that this was not thd'caseV 
heedless to say:Y would handle this matter carefully, for 
certainly there can he ho Justification Ip* the charge of 
anti-Semitism in this^case, consideriiqj J^he Jbdge* ‘ 

- y " ' 

Forgive ms asking so many questions, but as Simperman 
told me that you teere kind to enquirers oaVa let my 
curiosity range » Please believe that I aja not foolish 
enough to ask 'for anything hut facts that^hawe already 
been the subject of a general release* 


I3UJ# ' i( $ „ 

lii 

<U/'Uyjfc . 


'1 am,/ 

Yours very ^slncer^jl^ 


: r- . • --sqrTrr-^- T' r».s sa«, 3 # » 

<S. W 9 s 1 1 hMw ;* /; s \ •* 

' : saw®r «« • I i a ? 11 d3* : r ^ 

"7 ‘ iSaiiaso i fiiff ” a VLi- 


S3H0MM 


•- t 










t telenet i>A* V 

tdrotile Seath SM0 . \ ..* ^3^*. w . V :' ^ / V‘ ; “ 

|r* Xl$h ■ '• ^ 

Suettnghc** England 




Bearfcii^fogkf ; - '^-uC lP* 18 Z ^^n~ m 2SS3^ 

I have received your letter of teeenber 5» 
J933, and / elnoerely appreciate the Interact ©MtfF ^ 
j>roapt6(f yout wrltfsp v **e. v , - . ,x« $* 

^ m 


F 5fl5; i ! r . m 

©ouid like very aorh to fc# 0 / ;*; 

assistance, In view of the foot that certain aspect* -, 
of thte case arc et*2J pending £.a* precluded ft#* 

<*♦»!♦« at «»(• VjetfMptl |; 

S- _ ^ .. .'jii ir' ' '.*-. • *i.i' .“i-;> ,;v* « - 


and ©hCn- the eftaatfon heooftee cZarl/tcX It will 
§ pledeure to he of whatever 00*$ stance is possible 

'V, ^‘5 Sincerely yo**i* >■ 

T 1 *' *•» - 

^ 3 • . - .: ,f /4 4 rt/ '■ ■ 

rt/ ** Y0> J. tagar*lF[ocver 


ac - lepai attache, London, England, with copy 0(fz In &o 

• ' i*. •. * _• * r^l. 


’* +'•* ’" “*• • r« - . .*•'< ■vr^r^- ^ . - s r*^ 

KOTEt Aadreaiper Beading R&om, Fojgi 4tia«^ febatcr ’a 
Geographical ptottonarg, .-•> 'ff$# #* 

HPLtgraipaVn . ^Vckft/7 

V Ah • < *»,j ' v,J W /I nurncMB. 4. 
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NMENT 


TO 


FROM 


Mr. Niched tvf 

U.lf&yfrea &/ 


SEjta 


date: December 


SUBJECT: 


/ 


A 


REQUEST FOR INFORMATION REGARDING 
ROSENBERG CASE RECEIVED FROM 
REBECCJjfi&EST q O 

INFORM STIC!? CP'JTATVED 




SYNOPSIS 


, - T ; s n r i , - p : i y ; s d sxcepjA U Li d -> 


u ° 


I /- 







letter da tedJDecember 5*. 1952, Rebecca. West, 
well-known British jiovel.j st, requ e s.ted.certain at a r&gar&r 
ing the Rosenber c case^explaining that she was not asking 
for any data that had not already been released. Miss West 
wanted this material for use i n anana lysis of the Rosenberg 
tri.al^li^J^ miXi l\9 . are ge neral ly Japdfgbl€' i ~ , ”-'~ 

regarding_]Miss_]S[$j?3it. Recommendation is made that she be 
advised that appeal action is still pending in this case and 
that a review will be made of her request and , should public 
source material be available, her inquiries will be an 


insofar as possible. 


PURPOSE: 


Classified byey^M'/^ 1 
Declassify 4w m iak>U%, 


To recommend handling of letter from Miss West in 
which she sets forth a request for detailed data regarding 
various aspects of the Rosenberg trial. ^ I , 


BACKGROUND: 


' DErA/ S£lFIivD BT_ 

• c:« ftp 

Rebecca West is a well-known British novelist , 
ayth or of "T he ..Me a njng.. of Trees on., n and who has been 
c h gj\A.i£TSz e d , by Time ^ma ga 2 as o r, e_ of yt h e y re a te s t of 
living jou rnali. s t s t Time me f ■ r i as for December 8, 1 952, 
contained a cover story regarding her literacy works. 


issue 
which 
Green 
Rebec 
i ts 
autno 
**du b i 
case 


The New Yorker magazine in its June 14, 1947, 
carried an article captioned n A Reporter At Large " 
relates to a lynching inve stigation' c onducted in 
vi lie , South Carolina , in 1947 . This article is by 
ca We 8t,orobablv identical with c orre spondent, and 
references to the FBI are generally favorable . However , 
r indicate s that statements taken by the FBI were 


the 


ous 

was 


material to 
mishandled. 


bring before a 
(94-3-4-230) 


jury " and indicate s the 
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• Memorandum to Mr * Nichols 


ijz 


'December 11, 1952 


OTFT 


Bufile 100-371^0-20 reflectslMiss West was 
interviewed on August 17, 1951, by the Legal Attache in 
London regarding the Marcia Davenport Espionage Investigation* 
Miss Vest was the original inf ormant in this matter 071C */1A 
she was very cooperative* j27iis same file reflects that\fij{\, 
Miss West in 1951 was doing a booh on the Biss Case and also 
a booh exposing Max Lowenthal as his booh smearing the FBI 
had recefvfd favorable comment from the left-wingers in 
London 


eivea J 

mgs 


B'ufile 94-43040 reflects Miss West** American 
representative, called the Bureau regarding the disposition 
of the Slack Case* On 11-4-50 she was referred to the Department 
for information regarding the <ii spoaitiqti 'of this case* 




Bi i f He 100-371480 re fl eets jthQi -th e _legal Attache 
i n London describe d, MSAJiS&L&s . ewajfcjtjoajly oppose±Jj> 
gommunis m* 

The only additional pertinent reference to Miss 
West is contained in Bufile 74-1333-4674* In 1949 a 
representative of "Coronet" magazine advised that his wife 
had met Miss West, that Miss test tod told her that a Czech 
refugee had ashed her (Miss West) to inform John Foster Dulles 
that Alger Biss was known to him (Czech refugee ) as a Communist . 
Miss West allegedly decided this was no affair of hers and did 
not report the matter* 


With respect tt Miss West's request for data, it 
should be borne in mind that the Joint Commi.tjbee on Atomic 
Energy in April, 1951,' made a release captioned "Soviet Atomic 
Espionage* " This pamphlet contains' excerpts from the testimony 
the Rosenberg Case* For exampLe ^^M iea . k e^ si. u iant a to . k new 
hn iff much are eng lass wa s paid^at^o^_AlgM.O S » This pamphlet 
reflects he was & T4 in the army; however, this release does 
not contain pertinent data regarding Vivian Classman, Surant, 
and Joel Barre‘ about whom Miss West makes inquiries . Miss 
West probablfy' has this ABC release’ as it contains an article 
by her printed originally in the New York Times on 3-4-51 
and captioned " The Terrifying Import of the Fuchs Case*" 


It s hould be also li.ora e^AlL m i 

Co mmittee to d e fin 'd the Rosenbergs has released the- transcrip t 
of the testimony in this o pee* 


S 


v 







Memo randum to Mr, If tc hole 


RSCOmfBNDA ^COH : 


sMt 


December 11, 1952 


% 


O* 


It t 8 recommended that t he attached letter d< 

■ for warded to Jfibs: gea*? tn lah l cft, she <8 infor m ed "that g 
tKS Jiosenburo caaV ^s fn. QDDeoJ restrtotiong are tnwased^ 
iniDo n data which could be made available to her ; however^. 


b& 

8 


and , 


be fo rw a rde,d^tc^he r— la - the. neav__lMture__^ 


\ 

L) 











r/h, 


J RECTOR 


m 






&WVX 


ELEVENTH 




r£®er*J 
***jte,*r*\ \ 



on' TW£ Jft9 Ml^ ;j.^ •" *::; jr, 

WILL PPOBftBLT BE . BEFEMEP TO Hill >g>S0H»yg« 

~ — ‘ — • • • ~ v •*/»%* " 

EM. •:-. -• • .... .^ga^kJf^^^JCS'^v 

„ r»u nv rftT WA RD ^ ( -• .' ** ’■ AHB SUPERVISOR 

3133 PN OK FBI ““ ^ • , * ’ dom. int^/w division 

. ..- -■ ■ .••;.*• . '■■:£' ■JZiSj-J?*- ■ 

,.w .C'~ ftfftfajp.'tt I 

tx-112 ^rTfaMv** - • 


CC; MR? BETLMONT 

ahb supervisor 

DOM. IMTRIw DIVISION 


% t . 

* ' v >5 r 


Wi 


s*js to 


'w’Sx; 

_ H*, : j _ v 







wi P 


2 V^M*fS/s 




vvjv 
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;>r ' '&vi l v ‘*Vv V-' VI 
’ w : b- - *r- ■£• *■•;•-: *- -I 




; .* ..,. - : * :. ■ £ ;*;,. V * . * ; > ^. : 5- ;’ • .-: : 

.» ‘i?t: : ■ 


' *t •• R V 


^Ir. »ehoTsL — 
jj&JBdmovfor 
jwc fc«r^— - — 

TOr. Glavin — . 

Mr. Harbo__» 

Mr. Rosen 

Mr. Tracy. — 

Mr. LatjghJin 

Mr. Mohr ~ 

Mr. Wuiterrowd- 
Tele. Room™ — — 
Mr. HoBomnu. 
Miss Gasdr, — - 


j -■ *■' ; 
«; \ * 

-•Vi *T>- 


>•• ?:rti .Vfcrc-'H *Y& • :' .—jia 

V " bjufficTOR : ' 4?p,i V - y f-yW 

\:^ r JULIUS ROSENBERG, ETAL, ESP DASH 8, POLICE COOPERATIOf/^DAYLET^' 


- A*. - 

4 t ',' ? y- ,■ , t 






INSPECTOR HOGAN, NYCRR PD, ADVISED THATMOLLY 


'aid for b- 


FOUR HUNDRED EIGHTY TICKETS FOR QUOTE CLEMENCY TRAIN UNQUOTE FOR THE 


TVENTYFIRST NEXT. TRAIN VILL LEAVE LOVER LEVEL GRAND CENTRAL A 


ELVEN THIRTY AM, ARRIVING OSSINING TWELVE SIXTEEN PM. A SMALL 


W't 

DESK 


VILL BE SET UP IN LOVER LEVEL OR GRAND CENTRAL TERMINAL AT TEN AM FOR 

M \# 

THE SALE OF ADDITIONAL TICKETS UNTIL ELEVEN THIRTY AM. BROCK EXPECTS 
SIX HUNDRED TO MAKE THE TRIP. TRAIN VILL CONSIST OF EIGHT DASH TEN/^ 

_ i>7i> 

COACHES.' ADVISED THAT THE CRC PROPOSED 


THAT THE TRIP VOULD BE COMPLETELY PEACEFUL. THERE VOULD BE NO PARADES, 
NO BANNERS, NO PLACARDS, BUT THE DELEGATION VOULD BRING FLOWERS 
OF SYMPATHY TO LEAVE AT SING SING FOR THE ROSENBEfcGS. WARDEN OF 
SING SING, COMMISSIONER MC GINNIS, NY DEPT. OF CORRECTION AND RA AT 

i . 

WHITE PLAINS ADVISED. THE NATIONAL GUARDIAN, DEC EIGHTEEN, ON 

* * V 

PAGE FOUR ANNOUNCES THAT THE LEASE OF THE NATIONAL GUARD ARMORY AT 

♦ , •* . 

WASH., DC FOR JAN FOUR NEXT HAD BEEN CANCELLED. UNKNOWN WOMAN AT ' 

- .. 'fit# 


NCSJRC CONFIRMED CANCELLATIOV OF USE OF ARMORY AND ADV1S 


wfo-tio 


j&:j. » 

• *v ' a. * f 


' DELEGATION WOULD CO TO VASJltiicTON ON JAN FOUB^UT THAT. A. DELEGATION 


WOULD LEAVE NY FOR WAS, 

RE{ 

THIS DATE HAS 4EEN ARR 

MEETING VOUL^pL LD I 

AS YET. BUlqaf’’ ... ^ * 
COPIES Dk*IW)\«U» 


10 TRAIN 


n^as$W 


JJNJCNOWI 

"Hfe’ 


*j*m s W(f 

N ADVISED TH, 


ION FOR 


HAT A 


TON Bvrmi5«>tgaiui. HAS BEEN LEASED 


4DV2SED OF FURTHER DEVELOPMENTS; 


t 


** Jr ,* . 












!>. A J -i , ”'• * S'® LVJ? ’ V >/Vr' * *«• - 

t-.- - ^ 


■"Vr* 


..w v r'^4 
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:V.>*r 

iNVISTttATIO* 
t|£|lT Of JUSTUS! ] 

lTig;:s stcnw 





com* 1 *® , - r • 



K 9 - ' 


*■?' i*i*A 


/ *_ ^ V ' - 


rC-f 




12-18-52 

URGENT 


7-46 PM TM 



Mr. Glarii 

Mr. Earbo. _ 

Mr. Hoagg - 

Mr. Tracy... _ 

Mr. LftogMia _ 

Mr. Mohr 


Mr. Wintemoml. 
We. Soon 


-MifRolloittt. 

HDbi 


rUU^ROSENBERG,.ET AL, ESP DASH R. AUSA KILSHEIMER ADVISI 
TODAY THAT CHIEF JUDGE SWAN USCCA STATED IN CHAMBERS HE HAS 
ORDERED SPECIAL BENCH CONSISTING O F JUDGES CHASE, FRANK> AND 



tOMSELF TO SIT ON DECEMBER TWENTYTWO , FIFTYTWO FOR PURPOSE 


OF HEARING APPEAL FROM JUtDGE RYAN-S DECISION O N MOTION OF SECT ION 
TWO TWO' FIVE "FIWT~"hE STAlFDTuRimR^THAt ATTEMPT WOULD , BE MADE 


TO HAND DOWN DECISION IN SUFFICIENT TIME BEFORE WEEK OF JANUARY 


TWELVE, FIFTYTHREE, TO PRECLUDE THE NECESSITY OF STAYING OF 


ROSENBERGS EXECUTION PENDING CCA APPEAL* JUDGE SWAtTTELEPHONICALLY 


ADVISED EM AN UE LITTM^CF^ N D BLOCH MADE ORAL APPLICATION 

FOR ACTION BY JUDGE SWAN ON HIS ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR A STAY 
THAT BLOCH SUBMITTED TO CCA ON THE ELEVENTH LAST* JUDGE SWAN 

DENIED THIS APPLICATION AND T()LD BLOCH THAT,, JHERE IS NO NECESSITY 

* \ * _ . • 

FOR. A STAY NOW AND ADVISED HIM THAT IF THE ORDER OF JUDGE RYAN WAS 
AFFIRMED ON APPEAL THAT NO STAY WOULD BE GRANTED* JUDGE SWAN 
DIRECTED THE CLERK' OF THE COURT OF APPEALS TO RETURN. TO BLOCH 
HIS PETITION AND ORDER' TO SHOW CAUSE FOR ARRANGEMENTS 

's^L I D Ajfe£?f^fW?OSENBE^G7w 1 

!TS£0«4Jl8t 

>BSTRCTXSI» 

<L-t, 9 I960 * 


BEING MADE BY.-flLE 



53 JJ9i D 8° F ^» D mEOY^ 


ir 


K... 

* - •>. * _ 






RYAN* , . 

•APPOINTMENT TO GO TO HASHINCTON OH THE SEVENTEENTH MOT. 

MAKE FliiAL ARRANGEMENTS' CONCERNING IKE EXECUTION. OT THE > ■ 
ROSENBERGS.' HE DD.ISEO THAT THIS APPOINTMENT HAS CONCELEED. g 
„ THAT .JAMES BENNETT. DIRECTOR OT BUREAU OP PRISON^ 

TELEPHONICALLY told CARROLL THAT HE HAS COMIN »ccOMPANY 

ON THE SE.EMTEEMTH, NEXT, AND REOUESTED CARROLL TO ACCOMP 

htm TO SING SING TO SEE TO FINAL ARRANGEMENTS '■ ' 

“ ” Tsl CARROLL STATED THAT HIS OUESTIONS AS TO H»0 WOULD 

STAY THE EXECUTION IN THE EVENT THE , ROSENBERGS CARED TO TALK HAVE 

NOT BEEN ANSWERED AND THAT «i INTENDS IN .THE NEAR FUTURE TO BRING 

UPTIME SE OUESTIONS AC.IN WITH THE DEPARTNENT. BUREAU H.LL BE 

ADVISED OF FURTHER DEVELOPMENTS. 




boardman 

hold pls 




Assievant Attorney General 
Char B • Murray 
JD ireotor, FBI 

d) 

JULIOS ROSENBERG, at al 

ESPIONAGE - R VBCU, 





December 8S, 


£ONF 




1 952 



Enclosed herewith te a Photostat of o letter C / ^ ry - 
received by Judge Trying Kaufman of the Southern District 
of Mew Tori from, Professor Harold C • Urey of the 
University of Chicago, a world-renowned nuclear physicist, 
wherein Urey urges clemency for Rosenborgs. 


Professor Urey I# presently a consultant to the 
Argonne National Laboratory, an Atomic Energy Coi&mfafffon 
facility, and a consultant to the Carbide and Carbon 
Chemical Corporation, a prime contractor with the Atonic 
Energy Commission* Urey was formerly a member ev an 
affiliate of a number of Communist dominated organisations • 
Be cldtmsto have analysed the Rosenborgs 9 trial record and 
is most critioal of the evidence upon which the Bosenbergs 
were convicted • 


It is noted ,ihat Urey sent a copy of this letter j 
to Emanuel R. Bloch, attorney for the Rosenborgs • j 


Judge Kaufman has advised jthat he is not answer in 
Urey 9 s letter * 




The above is for your information • 
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SUBJECT: JULIUS^ROSENBERG, et al 
ESPIONAGE - R *1 


UNITED STaTES GOVERNMENT ' 

date: Decamber 20jA^^2 

^STJ^Tsjyzgv-l ' 




' On the. morning of December 20, 1952, ASAC Whe lan called I T 

from New Yo r If to^&djrjjaA ~ t hat Judge Irving Kaufman , who ‘ " * **.*.__ 

passed sentence on the Rosenbergs, had~ called to advise that *“• 

be received a le tter f rom Pro fessor Harold Urey of the *"* 

University of Chicag o . 

t estimony gTvena t the trial of the Rosenbergs and criticized 
the t estimony * Urejr sent copy of ~tKTTelTer. to Defense Attorney 
Bl&Sll- Judge K^ tea n_sald he Is noF golhg^o an^er^rey^rTTetT^rr' 
Mr. ' rfhei an JjPgett ing a oo : Df~orTKQ~Tj^Vr^oT~r^^ 
i nf o rmation. 

SUll5equent ly r _Specl al.Agfii3t^,Iilnehan of the New York Office 
c alled and read ^ the ^ l etter as follows: " 

“The University of Chicago 
, Chicago 37, Illinois 
/Institute for Nuclear Studies 
December 16, 1952 

” Judge Irving Kaufman 

Federal Building, Foley Square r, / j ) \ 

New York, New York Ny I R tyv * 

j !• *** 

Dear Judge Kaufman: 

"I a™ writing to ur ge you to change Jhe sentence of death 
1 ffiE£?..<l£L «on Stheljsng. ,751lKiJ^osenBer£ to'.A'Iqsser jiffilshment; I 
h ave read the testim ony given at the trial, antPthough'Y have no 
legal experience in matters of this ki«d, mv c orapetenna i 3 
comparable to that.of the .iuror s-jand the gr eat '"huhlTS'^hh' are 
concerned about this matter, 

. „ "Ml-Ea££UmJ^te§^§tijMnj^s, as follows; '(1) The testimony 
o f Max Slltcher was not e ntirely c r edible to me. B e did not * 


cmac,^. 








6 7 J5N 9 1951 / 

* ^ o 




4 


4 % 

*; *\ 


I mplicate the Rosenberg s of his own kn owledge* He says that they 
t aiked about espionage but never tr ansferre d any Information To r 
some ^ five yearV/ ^ (^TlSQ^eHITn^oo^iect ion jwlth,ean lQnage — 
invo lving _SobeJll and the Rosenbergs is establi shed * Elltcher ; 
does no t know t ha t~Sob elTac tTTaTl yd e^ll vered secret documents to 
Rosenberg* No other connection is suggested. (3) The connection s 
to others than David and Ruth Greenglass are not established. 

Could not Mi s s Bent 1 e y r s J a I hfo rme r "KaveT^u8e(f "1 s i gTRarold* instead 

of f This is Julius,* and then might not I have been on trial? She 
was unable to identify her Julius with Julius Rosenberg* If thi£ 
Julius did not refer to him In this case, it probably did not when 1 
Harry Gold said, 1 1 come from Julius. 1 Gold apparently knew nothing: 
of Rosenberg at all. It seems incredible to me that the name of, 
the arch spy should be used in an identification code. No contact 
between the Rosenbergs and Anatoli A. Yakovlev is established. 

(5) The Gore moan tjja, c real a,~on^t he «.t.e J?uth 

1 *nd Julius 

R osenberg * I fqpud fch* Af »,>iq 

t han that of the Greeneries ses . Is it customary for spies to be 
p aid in console tab Tes and wrist, watches? Gold, Greenglass, and 
Fuchs were paid in cash. Again* do spies talk about their 
activities with college friends and relatives? Gold and Fuchs did 
not. Does Julius Rosenberg appear to be a man who would spend 
$50 or $75 a night in Manhattan night clubs? Not to me. Would the 
master spy want Rosenberg throwing money about recklessly and thus 
making himself obviously and unaccountably rich to associates? He 
appears to have been as poor as a church mouse and would be quite 
out of character in an expensive night club. Evidently the jury 
and court believed David and Ruth Greenglass, _and of course they 
had the advantage of listening to them, directly. 

"However, accepting the verd ic t as correct* 'T'axn amazed and 
g orcgletely outrag ed by t he^unequal . punlahioe£t.,Jtf}^ . 

For the same crime Ruth Gre e n&lass is never brought to trial though 
s he adm i tted her . Jai l It " u nde iv -aat h: Dav id Greenglass Rets^fi f IBeepL 
years* imprisonment ; Mortop^obqll and rTv veara* 

i mpr 1 sonftenX:"n TWe Y and Julies Ro ^^ ff "ge t " 
last two took the witness stand and ma iruTai'nea TEa 1 they are 
innocent, and they were convicted on testimony which I do not believe 
is conclusive beyond a reasonable doubt. If we are going to begin 
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to give the death penalty for espionage, 1 should like to have it 
Introduced in a case in which the court is certain* There is the 
consideration that helping the prosecution justifies lower 
sentences, but in spite of this, I find the disparity of sentences 
most unjust* 

B We are engaged in a cold war in which the loyalty and 
approval of the good people of the world are. important objectives. 
IJbe li s J?he ^Q.s _.enbei > ^---a^e--J3i^-havc heeikXoaaiiuni «tg pp v ery_ 
a yrap^jb s . I ..r egard, such p gople.fia^n ' 
Unreliable generally, bu t I do not believe in puni shing neonle 
unless " th eyc opTi it r j^ne^aT Would it not be embarrass Xng Tn £KLs 
gene ral situation if, after execution of the Rosenbergs, it could 
be shown that the United States had executed two innocent people 
and let a guilty one go free; and, of course, somewhere there is a 
representative of the U.S.S.R., probably Yakovlev, who knows the 
answer with certainty. 

" X strongly urge a, ganeXal . j^.Qon&id«>p&bUin of this sentence. 

f 

"Very sincerely yours, 

. (signed) 

M Harold^ C y -=*-S o rr. n t ->* J 

M CC: B. H. Bloch, for his use only in connection With an appeal 

on this point . n 

Tha u flew .. Y o rk u f , f , lca l a Phot .oatj&.tlng_ the "lette r and sendingjjfc 
to the Burea u. A copy^KUl^e^^^ Depa rtment fo Fit's 

information. ' . 

m* ■■■■«■ ^ 1 ■■ mmm * 

As you will recall.,. t)r T Urey Is a prominen t scientis t Who 
has won the Nobel Prize and other honors and who was in the upper 
echelon of scientists connected with development of the atomic 
bomb. An Atomic Energy Applicant Investigation i n 19k7. and a 
loyalty In v estigation in March7l9^2 ~« were conducted concerning 
him. Investigation reflected that Immediately after World War II 
Dr. Urey believed in International con trol of At o mic Energy , that* 
many of ms views coincided with-^oi^unlst Party policies and 
that ha was ^affiliated with front organization s. 


* 




* 


installations, and since he may he a security risk, „ 
is being followed and checked every six months. (116-1 3 5, 

121-3WJA) 
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Office Memorandum • united states government 


TO t MR, A, n.BELMSfc 

FROM : C. E , 

SUBJECT*. Jt/UtrS ROSENBERG 
ETHEL U ROSENBERG 
ESPIONAGE - ft 




date.* Decembe r 19. 1052 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED ' I 

HEREIN IS U2?(T **"+*^*0 A * t . 






root t ae .Deportment on the 
52. Fe re/eT red tcT^Ke ' Bureau 1 s 
letter of December 2 S 1952 , c oncerning a rra 
c oils ide red by the. Dej>a rtme n t^ MA^tJl^JkCJiimL^m 

8 indicated _a d&sire to n talk u ..du8± 


mSL lAtmlMimlt lABWxm vEtMfi 




Whearty pointed out that the Bureau's letter had indicated that 
we would have Agents available if interviews appear warranted ho 
"you authorise the' same." fl 



: that 
itedtand 
1 SC^XA. 


Wh earty sta ted that Mr. James Bennett^. Director of the 
Bureau- of Prisons , has., been eonfeTrina''mi'&iZiKL 'DsfUOtBtSt, «<>»- 
ce^ning various problems i n connection with t hese executions* He 
stated that there are a number of inconsistencies between the State 
gnd.gede roi _reo.i<Iq~'fTo7»s \n pTr^oflrg^- ffe'snl S^hai'''on£l ofTh e 
problems they ore trying to- resolve is that of communicatijons tg and 
f rom $}nq Sino . He said he understands that there qjgo. .fig, com Win i - - 
cations to and from Sing Sing for a certain period Just prior to 
executi ons 3 but tnazne d \d not krioip speci fically all of the facts 
in^tKTs^re ga rd but that these wou£/dTT>e determined , He further 
stated that so far as the De part me q i pan .d etermin e ...at the momen t 

ams pn- $2Xt t° 

"taUtZ iust prigr to the . liae or execution. wo uld Jiave to b e vnthe 
form 0 / a n., order fromeither /r^ge^ AtmB^BZJthsIIHiMen^ o fTKe 
Ui\ ited . State s + He indicated that the Department might consider 
asking Judge Eaufmanto be available within communication range. so 
that he could be consulted, *’ 

Mr, W hearty sta ted that he wanted to_ be sure of the Bureau 
feeding ^in_c onne ction 

anaw hether there uras^ reluctance on the „ p aring f,the Bureau to ha ve 
Agents present, gt the exe Qijtlon. ■ /It 


1*024 yr»_I &£QjL*j^^thoj_ij^^g..x^9.8.p.a..X.or.,^ggg*8 tojj< 
present. .at .th e^exe.cutia * . I told him Abat^s hould the Rosenb S'tos 
indicate a desire to n talk"_that a Bureau Agent would conduct an 
i n teruieiD . p t ih.fMPLJLl^rMZJ}SDartme nt -fe jjL. QUCh^&R jnreryl^w was 
d es t ire 4 under the immediate circumstances 

' • RtcoROEo-^i^^^x. 13 ^ 7 / 

CEHifjblf ' u JAN 2 WSS'^'r N. . /I/ 


lg JAN 2 19 ' 


, / 
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Memo to ifr. A 9 R* Belmont 
from Om R* Bennrich 


With reference to hia question as to where the Agents 
would be available , I told him t hatjt he Aoenls would Ye available 

t Mi_jBher k _^ e_ Depa rtment, has Asie mini^iJib^Jie^^ata^jin.d..jmd& 
known its deJirea to^ £he. Bi^reau we pill^a duiae as. tq , [_^c^tipjt_pe 
will iaft'g « Thedriy stated ^ tbotbe^ustwarited to kriowwha^the 
BureaiPlt position was tn going forth with the Departments plana 
aince if there waa any reluctance on the part of the Bureau to 
conduct interviews with the Rosenbergs at the "last hour n the 
Department could make arrangements for a Department representative 
to handle such interviews • 1 told him this would be unnecessary . 

ACTION: 


Tor your information • 





After discussing this matter with the Director, I 
caUed Ernst and told him I had mentioned the matter to the Director 
and we were agreed here that we frankly were not in a position to 
give him any advice. He then wondered who he could talk to and 
I told him we simply were not in a position to advise him, that we 
did not know and could not under any circumstances become involved. / 


jf 
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UNITED STAGES GOVERNMENT 


DATE: 


December 20, 1952 


FROM t 


SUBJECT: 


L. B* NicbolB al - * 

htjikxk ir -A - 5- 

DAT£2=i5rl 

JULIUS AKPJETHEL ROSENBERG . 




Viriara*^ — 
Trit.lt*. 


-■' ■ '"' y or record purposes. Morrin^Knst called me on tte JjJ O 

afternoon of December 19. stating thatr'Rosenberg'e two sisters and' 
brother had been to see him on two occasions. They want him to 
intersede in the Rosenberg case. They have represented to him ^ 
that Rosenberg's attorney. Bloch, was not only agreeable, but wanted 
Ernst to take the case over at this point. ^ 




Ernst stated he would be interested on only one ground, 
namely, that he could make some contribution; that he knows the 
Rusd ans have dropped the German warfare propaganda all together 
and their whole propaganda approach, not only in Russia, but thi 
country as well, is going to save the Roaenbergs; that he is convinced 
if Rosenberg breaks and tells all he knows, this would be a terrific 
story and probably would be most helpful to the Bureau; that he is 
considering seeing Bloch and agreeing to get in on the case, on one 
condition, that he see Rosenberg with .Bloch once, and then talk to 
Rosenberg privately, at which time he will give his decision 

as to whether he will enter the case; that he realises it is * 100 *° 
one shot; that he is interested from a psychological standpoint. For 
example, aU the member, of the family who have seen Rosenberg 
say that Rosenberg insists he is innocent, that his sentence was the 
result of a frameup and he is hysterical, but never- once does he ^ 
mention Communism; that he, Ernst, is. convinced .that if * os *j*® r * 
made a complete confession, this would save their lives, but that he 
did- not want "to contact Rosenberg or get into this case unless is 
was agreeable and he also wanted to have as much information as , 
possible bn the Rosenbergs to aid him in talking to them. 


. -,. I told Morris I seriously doubted Whether we could give 

him any advice as the case was now out of our hands and Rosenberg 
was awaiting sentence of the court. I told Ernst I would like to - 
think It over and would call him back. . -Jr ' 


cc : Mr . Ladd 

Mr . Belmont 
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Director, FBI 
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Sec ember 1 6, 1952 








Judge Irving Kaufman 
Fe d e r a 1 Bu l l ding ~ 4 

Foley Square 
New York, N. Y. ^ 






:Dea r ..Judge Kau f man i'-v •; : 

. :v . f'V" . fir* * V V 3. v- ; ' ■' . . -,.'Viv 

I am writing to urge you ‘to - change the sentence of death 
imposed on Ethel and 'Julius Rosenberg to a -lesser punishment.'.,; 
I have read the testimony given ; ^at the trial, ana though I A. ' 
have no .legal experience in matters of this kind my competence 
;1 s comparable to that ; of --the Juror s' -and the. great -pub lie 1 ;i • - ■ 
who'^are concerned about- * this matter. ... ..;jd *. <' off 

- My r e ac t ion ’.to the testimony is as follows: ’ (1) The 
testimony of Max .Eli’teher ..was not entirely . credible to ; me . 

Hp did ,nbt^ implicate the .Rosenberg's’: of his Vown knowledge . 

He says they talked ~ Ac/a'v?/- 




h *\‘ ’i'.t-p 
gTvi 
• *"X 




; says tney .talked about "espionage abut never; transferred any 
'Th forma ti6n. . f o r 5bqme’ f ive "year's . ' ( 2: \ \ No c e retain c onnection '’ryfy 
with espionage involving Sobeilfandithe Rosehbergs is estab- 
lished . Elitcher dots np,t knqw|.’',that Sob ell -actually de- .if. 

live red secret documents to Rbb^nbprg-.i No other ’’ connect ion ;47h0^- 
^is^ug'^esbed • connect fobs to others than^David and 

Ruth Gr e engl a s ^.ar e-;.nd t es t ab 1 i ph.eii.r- " Cou 1 d no tf- Mis s .Bent I ey^S^y 
- informer h a ve I e d ThJL s is 'Harold" instead of ’’This is’ -d . 

Ju 1 iu s , H and then "might .’ not I have .been on trial? She w as... - f- - . >;> . 
unabl e to^ Jden t i fy her - " Ju 1 iu s M w i t h Ju 1 iu s Rose nb e rg . If "; .. ipf 
this M Ju 1 ins did not .refer to him’ Up t hi s case , it... prob ab ly if ' . 
did no t .whe n Ha rry Go id ' said , 1 1 1 come from Ju 1 iu s . ” Gold - 
.apparently knew nothing of Rosenberg at’ all It seems in- ■ . 
'credible to "me that* "the name off the arch spy should be used ' "" ; a ;*• 
bin an identification rode . ( 4 ) .No contact ..between the Rosen- 

bergs and Anatqli A .^Yakovlev is. /established. (5) The ' •.**••• ... 

government f s ' case rests on the .testimony of David and Ruth\-;> • . 

Greengl assy; 'and this was flatly’ contradicted by Ethel and . 'jfev 
Julius Rpsenb erg. .. I., found the ..testimony of' the Ros<enberg.so... 
more believable Eh'an that of- the Greehgl asses . Is it custom- 
ary for spies to -be paid in console’ tables and .wrist watches? 
Gold.^Greenglass ,^'ah^Fuchs wer'&ppaid in cash: 7 Again, do 




spies"!; a 1 k a b o u t their activities with college.- friends apjd 
: "Be .1 stives ,? f^Gol d ' a h s dJL&‘ not .* Do e s Ju 1. i.us . Kos e no e rg 
appear txr’bV'a man 'vTho^/ould^spehd or .,$75 in' 

Ma n ha 1 1 an h i gh t 




clubs ? 


No t ■ t^.me , Won 1 d t the ; mas tej?,. spy wan t 


... : v^r ? 

-.•iiiA. }*.• • 

: P ' rftf 
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Judge' Irving Kaufman 


2 - 


December 


•:19j2 


\ ~ * >- .- r 
ls\ X-t 


Rosenberg throw ing money ab out. rec'< 1 e s s 1 y a na v ^ a u f 
himself obviously and unaccountably rich, to ^ . 

appears .to'' have been as poor as ^a cburchmou se , V ;; “ ^ n ^ ,1*, 

Quite out of... character in an expensive ni 5> n ^: c : L |;. : ,/'9l; r “ • 
the jury and bCourt belieyebhDavid ant. Rutn direct lv 

of course they had 'the advantage , p f : ;>i 1 seen i ng to . _o ’ 


However, .accepting the yerdicM^as boryegt ,;^r . ,, 

and comple tely.outraged by the , Unequal • pun - U’ . ' -d : 

' been ffiven . For the same c^ime Ruth Greengiass is.. ne . e^..^ ,• .. . . ^ ... 
"^brought to- -trial . though she admitted her guilt unaer oa^n; v, 

■ David Greenglass "gets 1^, -years -imprisonment ; 4 lprfon 1* i£v 3 ;b~-d^ 

■and Harry Gold s get.,^O.^a'rs imprisonment ; 

Rosenberg 'get deatW^Cnly the., las^ „uwo toox 

and maintained that "they are inncceno, ana tne y were ...9 ..' 

victed on testimony which I dp .. no t - pel i e ve i^oneivSi 
'••beyond a reasonable doubt. If we are going tc ..... 

the death penalty for espionage , : I-snou Id like . ' b 

introduced in a case in. which the, gu.il u is cert.#fc frbr 

the consideration that, helping the prosecution : ouS>ii : le & . - ■ 

sentences, but in ^pite^of^ this I find.. the dispprit^ c. 
sentences most unjiist. • -• ' '' 


am- amaze a 


- ■' " . / ■>dr'- 
v-.'VS 



or very sympathetic -to Commivihist y^tdea^. i- regard jDaci- : ,copl;e 
as" unre liable general ly , but I- do hot c e i re ve -xn_ pugp ^ . y rr 

people unless .'they commit crimes^-, Wouia it 

4^ -if ter' execution of -tne ••Rooenbei gs ; - 



I strongly urge • a careful re-c on side ra t ion ’"of' th i*s s entered 


Very .sine e re ly yours , 





4v 


NH*Hiu 






et -iw 
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confMkntial 
BT SPECIAL MESSENGER 






Dot** \ December 23, 193$ 

tot Captain John Am Wat ere 

Director of Security 
Atonic Energy Commission 
Boom 803B 

333 Third Street , Northwest 
Washington, Dm Cm 

front John Edgar Hoover , Director 

federal Bureau of Investigation 

Subjects JULIUS ROSENBERG, et al PECUSSmS? *r 

ESPIONAGE - B <«UHfcKl/§t — 



This Bureau has been recently advised by 
federal Judge Irving Kaufman, who presided at the 
Rosenberg trial, that he is in reoeipt of a letter 
from Professor Harold Cm Urey of the University of 
Chicago wherein Urey urges clemency for the 
RosenbergSm 




-f . 

.. « 


It is our understanding that frofessor 
Urey is presently a consultant to the Argonne 
national Laboratory, an Atomic Energy Commission 
facility, and a consultant to the Carbide and carbon 
Chemical Corporation, a prime contractor with the ^ 
Atomic Energy Commission • Urey olaims to Aaut - 
analysed the Rosenborgs 9 trial record and is most 
orttical of the evtdenoe upon which the Rosenborgs 
were oonvictedm He further tndteated in letter r .;- 
that he sent a copy thereof to Emanuel Hm Blodh, ‘; >r - 
attorney for the Rosenborgs, for Ain use in ton- 
nection with an appealm ^ Jfs 

judge Kaufman has advised tAat At it hot „ 
answer tng Urey f s letter • The above ts for Hour 
confidential information . It ts-^ requested that it 
be given no further dissemination . ^ 

AFL! % 
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Office TAeMOYtinduWl • united'states government 


to s D. If, Ladd 

FROM ' 


datb: December 24, 1952 


A . IT* Bemo\ 

Q) 

subject; JULIUS ROSENBERG, et al 
ESPIONAGE - R 


Supervisor Ton UcAndrews called from, — 

New York at 11:00 A*U», on December 23, 1952, to 
advise that Judge Kaufman had last night received the 
family of Julius Rosenberg , namely, Urs* Rosenberg, the 
mother; David Rosenberg, brother; and sisters, Lena 
Cohen and Ethel Goldberg . They made a moving plea for 
clemency for the Rosetnbergs * They became hysterical * 

Judge Kaufman u>as considerably upset but told them that 
the subjects had been found guilty by a jury and under 
the circumstances, he could not have done anything but 
sentence them to death* During the conversation he told 
the family that any time that Julius and Ethel wanted to 
avoid execution they could tell their full story and he 
would see that clemency was afforded • The family insisted 
that Julius and Ethel were innocent and the interview 
was closed at that point • 



UcAndrews advised that Judge Kaufman attempted 
to call the Director today but was advised that he was out 
of town • He did not desire to talk to anyone else* UcAndrews 
surmised that the purpose of the call to the Director was to 
advise of this plea by the family and to get moral support 
from the Director 9 UcAndrews said that the Judge is still 
firm and is going ^to maintain his present stand but apparently 
feels in the need-'of some moral support* 

.'.s* 

This is for your information , '*•-* 


t^rATlOS CO**** 

Kia,ww«^!3?.e«t?WD j 
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Director. FBI t6$-$823<rt 


- . __1NMENT 

DATS: I/8/53 


'now 1 SAC, BenTork (65-l53lv8) 

J. lane, to*. 



V '- 


-«**• 


lBB, J»A. . , J. - * f / s; • „ ft -j eX amined thle' order 

The Bureau la advlsed feat^ fom , F^^^^kaOTHAH 

tills moming. be ooj After a conference vi th Jnog order 

>* »"* b0f °^ f e C “ .^i>v ^."ST*. g^tbat- 




- lent before t e 'order on 'the 9*j*?W V 4 

* > 

bad expired. 


to the Supreme Court under 

•gfc.r'SS T«SSSi 

ti vs.n s~‘|r^»r , u.rs: 4! sr,T. u*** *»**- 

proco.MnS U. ._Mlw uuub.r W" 1 


«din« in tne * ■ . - 

^ „ for inserting condition number two 

Judge KAUFMAN’S reason for in £» a ataJ under di ich he 

... «»?>» “* sja s Sr...™.. co»rt, 

could prosecute* nls PP 


■rt 


/ -acB^S *t-Ti I**oWTI 0» COWMS® 

* k ' i^ss^te 

SPEClMj PKLIVEItt 


Suo • 1 1 ) 
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Letter to Director 
NY 65-1534^ 


After some discussion in the Circuit Court of Appeals, 
Chief Judge THOMAS W. SWAN stated that "it would not be the . 
understanding of this court that you have abandoned your 
right to petition the Supreme Court for a , Writ of Certiorari . 

After the hearing, BLOCH advised the reporters that if 
the President did not act on his Petition for Clemency within 
twenty days, he would then proceed with his Petition for Cert, 
to the Supreme Court, He fUrtter stated that if the President 
acted unfavorably on his Petition for Clemency, he would then 
return to the Clrcvfl; Court, obtain a stay and then apply to the 
Supreme Court for Cert, 

Arrangements have been made to secure for the Bureau 
copies of the papers to be submitted by the United States 
Attorney to the Pardon Attorney, 





2 







J^*e b-e 

•, t 


i 





> a q 







ZnilTE"; STAtT:- 'T? 7* if? COUKT 

s our • khk r>i: t« ic 7 c .• s r « 70 hk f 

u» its?* f ivto rp an^ica# i 

y O r; r. :? h 

*** j C 1>4-21;5 

j*^r*:- Rf-ssj; and h?- sl i 

ii 01*3; 

« 

refendants* 

...» 

The defers da.-, t* having been sentenced to 
death by Jud.yjenis enured harein on April 5# 1951# and 
after appellntfe proceodin ;b the Court having fixed tne 
date of execution of aentence fixed by th« aforesaid 
Judtprent to t& <0 place during the week oorsrjonc ing January 
IP, 19 53# by oriers entered on Bovembor 21, 195?, and the 
defendants having applied to the Court for e stay of execution 
of t .a sentences heretofore imposed for the purpose of 
enabling then to file with the epart-ent of Justice 
petitions for ; x-^outlve cleae .ey to bo passed upon by the 
*re« ide.t of the i-nltcd rtatea, it ie, upon t.-ie aforesaid 
application of the defendants, 

CH^r.RID that, for the purpose of permitting the 
defendants to make a plea to the President for executive 
clemency, the execution of the defendant* as fixed by the 
judgments entered April 5, 1951, end order® of this court 
of November 21, 195*?, now set for the week commencing 
January 12, 1953# bo and they hereby are stayed upon the 
folbwlng conditions: 

1, That on or before January 10, 195 J, an 



fffl4evlt of emmuel tor the aefjv3*>nte he filo* *dth 
the Clerk of this Court *tt«etin£ thrt * petition for 
Exeoutlre olesenejr b m been duly filed for tufc'sUelon 
to the president) »n& 

2. The tnatuit *t&jr If to be ,$r&ntea for the 
*o!» purpose of permitting the President to pmi upon 
the def end c-nte* plot for £xecutlv« elc^enoy r«nd If any 
iotlcn be tefcen or teg*l proceed ln& be instituted, the 
effect of vhioh it to oeuee <1*1#;/ in or interference 
vith t • « expedition* process lm; of the r id rp-iiertion 
tor :;xocutlx* olenenoy, or itr fuVrtlsilon tc or deter- lm - 
tion by the President, the its/ thf.11 ba vr.orted; end 
, 1* Thtt fuoh *t*y r.t herein ,/mtei vill 
fjrplra five de/t tfttr the deterein tion by the President 
upon the petition tor Dceouti*-* eleven o/, itnd the Court 
rs/ »r\t *uch further order rt vll'' entry out the 
i eentenee* origlnr.lly lapoeed or t ike tuch ether action 
| t.t vouTI be aoproorii-te in the '’i.^bt or th* ; resident** 

: deter'iinction, or thl# order. 

IrXe&t Hew fort, K.Y. Jtnu* ry 6, I?;*. 

DT cTl^'X" 

Hi* foregoing order ir consented to. 

K, bLU.h' 

/tlorney for Julius ^ceeniRrc 
end hthel ftotenLeris: 


V -Xb- J J. LwS.., 

United ft<-te» . ttorney for th* 
Southern ; ietrlet or Sov fork 



9TANOAJU3 FORM NO. 9* 


Office Mentor dum 

& 


.) 

• UNITED S GOVERNMENT 


TO 

FROM 

SUBJECT 



DATE: 



UR, A. B, BELUON'j 
MR, C, E. BENNR1C 

r / 

JU LIUS^RO SEE BERG 
E THEJpI^Q/fE N BERG 
mortoh/sobell 
espicmage - R 

Supervisor Tom McAndrews of -the New York Office 
advised at 12:45 p*m. s January 2, 1953, that tftis 
morning Emanue J JBlock , attor ney for^ihe Rosenborgs, had 
eg 11 edjlr % JLy ons, pardon Attorne 

Justice, and hpd as ked ^eihejr^c^pet itiqn_cRUlA_ be _ mto 
yoKTxecutive clemency before _fin$X_ap peal in the 
So s eh be rg~cdse~ i s ta Re n, stating he_intended to 
the decisi onpf_jthe Circui t Cpu rt . of Aj oj>e dls_ by applying 
for a writ of ceriioraritojthe U 9 _S^S^rejM Court • 

The Um i S, 'Attorney* s oJJT&Es which furnished the a boye 
information, tnd i catedj^^mJ^njte answeJU^f 
f urn is he d by Mr, 'Lyons , 

The USA* s office has indicated that Block, has ~ . 

stated he will serve papers today USA JZu* 

co nnecUof Twith a motion for a stay of execution of the 
Rosenberg s, pending an appeal from the Circuit Court 

decision • * 

The USA* 8 office has also stated that Judgy 
Kaufman has indicated he will grant a stay of execution 
fTr thT^urp6se~oJ-a -petVtJon for. executive clemency, 
but will not granv such a stay for an appeal • 

The Circuit Court of Appeals today -(l/2) de n ied [ 

„ * rehearing SH a ^ 





petitionTto vacd 




;e the 


judgmenti 


ALL 


ACTION* 


ZLs 

CEBiLL 


f r : K CONTAINED 

— \csTFtED 


For your information , 

K ' Q 3 X 30 SI 


V. 





D 



& JAN 1 4 It If 



STANDARD FORM M 




Office Men > dum • united 


TO 


tfROM 


SUBJECT: 



j 


B&ijMONT 

ENNRICS 


JULIUS. ROSENBERG 
ethel u rosenberg 

ESPIONAGE - R 


5 vtes government 

date: December 31 t 195S 


•Sunervisor To a UcAndreus colled from New York at 
supervisor j. ndvised information had 

an "S?! «■« ""n 5<J? ”5/ 

ssrs smsk-* * 

execution /or the ijosenbergs* 


4 OTTCW: 


$Ls 

CSH:LL 


For your informationm 

„.rc* 

»ais 2 :*= 



. 4 ) 


y' 


»<T 


■tlAor.t 

Cl*& 

ciKti n 

Hart-o 

trio - 

Mohr „ 

Tal*. he . 


/ 


I y / 


rtfcUiKDED • U 


£s^st&3<°-l3?5' 



/ 


% 


- § X 

i ' « S& 

t ' -! O M 1 T>| 

O to N 

•j sS3 

/;•;> - :>i 

r iOj 

;•: ts*.! 
- . J ^ fe I* 

■ ■ n s g n 




** il^VXxfj^ 


.AIR-TS 


'■-r' * VC. v'ST’*’ ' -a • ' . - .~,*\ ■> - 


^SilOV-r ,--" .- ": •■ .- -5 

<ENT OF 4 JUSTICE 

^ ' SoRK 


ToTaon .^ 
tndd \ 


NEWARK 

1 2/29/5? Mr. Resell 

M r. Ttacy_; 
j Lans-MIn.. 


. v ,:.. ; - y - .- J ' V . - :r -^h- *. • V Hyv 

n ^SENBSRS IM'TH^IR MOTION TO BE HEARD OH DECRMBB^ THIRTY, 


r - 


> - W ^ r 




IROCEf-URS 






AND 2TI 


,•.• * **• -'$$*}.’' yj V> ^^vV-wTv*-^ : M> ■" • Si*' sVj*' ■* ■*. ■‘: < ^* <&'* „ *‘ ;!/.&*£ ; **‘ ■• .} '"• r ^[ 

KBWSPAt’ER PUBLICITY, CHARGES OP COMMUNISM ‘RECITED .' { IN ' JTHE fSESS, “ .-^JM 
AMD THE DIFFICULTY OF .THE JURORS IK COMING TO A JPAIR CONCLUSION • ; 

XT STATES THAT TH3 GOVERNMENT CASS' REST sC 'OK LAV ID 6 RESNG LASS :.'. ..', 

AHD ROTH,'. HIS WIFE, AMD REFERS TO .DAVID AS A ."CAIN" AMD TO 
AS THE ."SERPENT' 1 ,. AND CLAIMS THAT THEY BARS A IKED AWAY LIVES .0? •JT'| 
T'-- : DEFENDANTS FOR TTjSIR OWN. LIVES f ’ THE AFFIDAVIT ATTACKS /Y y| 

DAVID'S ABILITY AS A MECHANIC AMD STATES' "3 1H0V DAVID TO EE, 

vV*^ • ■■•’r v r‘\ >- „ Va 3^ .i- • -'£''£$$&& ; C-. ;^* -. .*’ * •' . ,v ‘ ~ ^-' Jj 

AS A SIMPLE MACHINIST , T f NCOI^FETEK 1 ^ AND OTHERWISE A \-C * 

. \ V • " : ■ .;• ■ **?»'•''. s ' V \’:W: r- ••'•■»■» t •<*. - * *- : 

. _ am — - — ' _ ~i-»— « >sr< m a M*i ttTI nrifTlrl m 4 


SCIENTIFIC ILLITSFATS." THE AFFIDAVIT REFERS TO THE TESTIliOKY 
OF BEN SCHNEIDER REFERRING TO THE .FACT THAT HE TESTIFIED FALSELY 

" ii ' i. ' r m ,nn n ri > Lt ur m-rTTr* r>^c< m>t'0 n C* - . . 


’■ 3? 

; ;£*jf 



- v„.. -.V" 


copies 0‘xjAWT 
t36 NOV 9 196# 


JAH:F j6' ( (#6) '% :■ - 
vy 65 - 1534 B ' '■•' '• 

Approved r|j4 C/1 * -Z 


^ v^-'v 

j 


/## 


DEC 80 1SSS 


V V ^ . 

^ V '"■ 

•' - .*■** 1 


„ ’ v/ 

J® r.> '. 






* \ * 

Per. 


a* 

..! ivlf d 



'< • s.* ** 
-*0>r? 






vvfci ri 


cV -‘ : ~ A"; 

t . c *•„• •• 


• -vi‘ J . - ~ 


, FEDERAL BUREAU OF WVBSTKJATIO* * 

. in. . .. ... 


v •* 


L«»V$ ;. 

it* Jr.- ■• . : •. /' ■ - .~,i ! 

J" '•” • y 1 - VV > 

a v;i '. - ; X . 

*AS<^,, v, .^^si^ ' : vvi" 

' 'w***':, 4, Vi' A \" 


UNITED ST/ 

*?§i* 




/ Transmit the following Teletype message toi; 

; ‘ ’ -"?"W^moe two 

§J»AW-* •• '•■ ' ■'■ ’ ' V - ^..'^V'- >■.//'': ' ■ ' ?'.'■• i 

T>lh AFFIDAVIT REFERS TO TSE REMARK 

fa:,} ■ is '.-M 





. .SENTENCED THE ROSE]-? BBROS Al© .IT REFERS jPO THE ’'REPORT ON SOVIET . .■>Ji 
AT0M1C ^s^icNAOE DISTRIBUTED 1 BY THE >IOINT C0>®ITTEE ON ATOMIC 

'.•vj,.,:,.'. "t. : . • ' " ' / HR# 

. * :»W0 ; AM THROUGH THE EiilHTY;, SECOND WNGRESS *;£>•' : TfUE jtEPO RT 
''.RATED FUCHS, HAY, AND GREENGLASS (ALONC^ WITH BRITISH . BRUNO rtf, :"iKvK|i 

'"" PONTECOIiVC) AS THE ONLY IMPORTANT ATO^'ESFlOliifiaife AOENTS'-AND' :.' ,:.wS 

■ ■■■■■ 

' ■ '■■'■ SUPICRTED T'T? rosENBERGS TO MINOR PLASJJE"--?. TITS AFFIDAVIT. ALSO 

■ ■i r : • • • . v t * »■'*■ r, ? «£,.?>**?•< V*^* a ■■ . 

. ” ; v REFERS TO THE ’'OI-’A. ’T ,I 'L YEAH5" SU-3EITTED JBY THE HOUSED COMMITTEE .' • "jk 

■’.• „■■■ - O • '.: f ' . ' ' v:,ia 

ON UN-AMERICA” ACTIVITIES. THE AFFIDAVIT REFERRED TO- STATEMENTS 

T ..*•-•• - y ‘ • '.. • 'T"j 

MADE BY TVE ~V. THE SENTENCE (WHEREIN THE COURT STATED "I •tf.y.-** 

*. • IMA TM-- -•••“• w4f;-' • ••• 

. BELIEVE YOU R CONDUCT IN FUTTINO HNT<f 'T’HE.JftKDS "OF THE^RUSSIAHS...;.',^^ 
•• : v . 3 ; . THE A BOMB YEARS BEFORE OUR BEST SCIENTIST?'. PREDICTED” RUSS IA 


■." s -H :* w ' A'..,iy? . 
in?- ■ ...,.*,. ^-5- • 


'f,C VV“^CT THE TOSiB.-VTAS ALREADY CAUSED ,-.;'IN UY OPINION, THE 


'A'vuvv 1 ! 




COMMIR'ICT ADO '’.ESS ION IN KOREA i WITH .TUB' REStfLOfRNT CASUALTIES 
EXCEEDIN'’- FIFTY THOUSAND AND WHO KNOWS', 3UT THAT. MILLIONS MORE 
OF. IH'-'OCSrT PEOPLE MAY PAY, THE PRICE. Of.'.YOUR' TREA30II. .INDEED,’ 


• v> f-, <k'frV^J 

rf’. ' a 

:■ ^ : is 


■‘'-.tJV.'Si 


BY xOUn jiSTIlAYA 


y •■iT; 


L, you-. UNDOUBTEDLY’ HAVE 4t?SHSO ;aiis OOJI&it OF 

't •-. n’t '$ ■ : v • 5^^^' •:*. •< ? -V 

DIS AUV A? J TAGS OF CUR CCUN^RYi'C^Cf Hg AFFIDAVIT ‘ 


•/Vv- •* : '^ V ‘?4 


CH‘\ r ’ v ! ».:5 T » _'i T X *■! 15 STATSHSNT THE C0UI7F AFHIVFD AT- IT U!f JUSTLY .. 

v. • . -•.; • 

AND AGGR.vJATSU, A55uH”D ‘OF THE, !7>fPORTA$Sfe "A;D CoSsE^UEHCKS CP 

t • # - ’-f • * ‘ fc v/ ‘ ' *' Ji^S' ■ . v /r ' •• • ~ 

THE ALLEGED CF BIS. THEY CLAIKED THAT. TFfe ' CC VCLUS ICUfS 

f/ * ;- v ’ .- ' Y. '-., t / 


Approved 


Special Agent in Charge 


' * A’ 








v: v V:' • ; - 

* ■ ’ ■ •« .'f > > . v .• ;.' •;>.*; i ' •»: , •• ; :• jn • 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION .iV* :•*£?§* 

■ *£, - . ?pv^-' v-\. -»•. • .?. -*£*!..•<' 

^^^i^^S^UHITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

*' A • : -. • v ? vvf "«* •:;* G • • ,* s^.vvv!? fvw ,v. • 




'V-A.V 1 ' ; V£\,V 


•■;. -i. i -- '^:S:.VUf^.7i'\ 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE - V v 

: ,V - • O O V -V* ) •. VV ■"■ I *\ 

f •- . >; 'V^sV^., "'tv WKY' £? > V<> •***,* . vt- *\ ’ 

> }* ■:* ■* . .- ^ -Ir*.*, ’ ..'%!• a ; ' Of “ *t^X” ■ < * ^ '*<«■■* * '* 

Transmit the following Teletype message to: 'V L V.^y.V^vVV' -W ., ' 

' PA3B TiHsKfi ' -^^yiVrf V 


OF JUDGE iuosmii DO EOT SQUARE WITH TH8-J , ACTs''0R aJ^SKCBf'CRwf^?^ 

^ -^r '^^■■■^km r . -\ • . r *£?;> - *f • ;• . - vv 

wm EXPERT JtSCITAT IONS OH TT-.A? T!!3 MATEHIAl. ;TPj\^S^tTT50 CpUIiD^" 

“ •. -^ 5 *■ v *•• *• ^ " ’’ ’, •*V.*r'. -*'■' ' /'^'v -.c^:?r v .- . , J %v£*^3P 

HAVE BE5N; OP. ANY SUBSTANTIAL VALUE TO THE SOVIET UmON.' THE .'4g|^| 

APFlbAVIT P.ET%HS TO THE PRISON S ENTENCES KEATEC OUT ’ TO DAV±CT^^' 

. * ■<• ■, .‘.s\ - .' v . .. ....i---.', t :*-jr ,*>-'•■ ^ - _ • .<» = '?.v* 

aREBOTtASS, HAHiiY GOLD, ALLAK 'T!:N HAY, AKD TO ' TH3 ' PACijf. THAf’y^'ll^ 
I® SEH'iiiSCBS FAS’SSD rPCH IHB FCSBNP.BROS WERfe" NOT MANDATORY 
THE AFFIDAVIT REFERS TO THE FACT THAT TJ^V SENTENCE . OF OSATR ; wXS 
IN -THE" DISC PETION OF THE JUDGE, ArlD THAT IT WAS NOT IN ACCORD ; FF;| 
JITH THE ABOVE .SENTENCES OF /PRIGO/ TERMS* ’ IT STATES ^THIS ' 


SHOCKING DEPARTURE FRr 


ICaN TRADITION AGAINST VENGEFUL 


PUNISHMENT Al-D THE INVERSE DISPARITY 'BETWEEN THESE SENTENCES 


AND THE PUNISHMENT MEATED OUT TC OTHERS , .>C CORDIS TO ./THE * ^ ’ ^>03 




ZOVtim^T, MORS CULPABLE, 


•ARK C?. •£!■, PROrBR EXERCISE- .# 


^ • v ■ y 


'v'JTEKCS POWER. 


AilACK ."On THE, BSggffTIOH OP KtlS 


JBMI^CR, T’fSRSPORE, IS TO ATTACT 'CS .TUSTICE-, K05.PCR CHARITY 


NOR f-CR KERCY." VS COTi’WP 


ry-c- . 


KCR IS IT IN THE INTERESTS CP . 


THE AV. ERICAS PEOPLE. TO SUBSTITUTE POR THE DISDAINED ' 1 T8Wi3 SCREWS* '■%$ 

*■ . .* , • H- /flSS 

- ■ * y -1 t • 1 - ^ ,r 

A^D VTHB RACK 1 / THF COERCIVE POWER f? SENTENCES^ BEYOND THAT ? ^ 

TrTt'tmTri'T rr.TN Irttr ,'^V »' rr>T»v- n r. ,-rsvr-- . . . .. . li..- . ^ 


COMING. AMERICAN PEOPLE ;l. • .VO BE FOREVER SHAMED'. IN THEIR CWNV. * 

.tL ’■ ' r, ^ . .> ..FT*. . . ^ ' 


EYES AND IN THE EYES 0^ -.E '. 

, 

Approved; ' 

* Special Agent in Charge 


COLD IF TUB FORCES OF LAW ASGVhED 









JUSTICE 


.Transmit. tUe following Teletype v message 


/-t \ . 

-r~ :;r \ 

' • " • . t ■*•'■" ■ -WV- ' 

% . . \-\zi+A. ■ : - - . : fv\;/ 

v?^ ^ 

*V* - - \ T-v? . : f >"- 

• ’• ■ %•, ^ ► - t 

ce o? : & 

rc>T5 i.rOtDT? ' A 


' * -.v • x *i v iiviu/iijjL' vvi 4 -ajm vi ^ v ^ ^ ^ , v fc >- 7J.W5?: 

: ; ^ ■ .•••;•' 7.^v.' '..Vji!--^ 

... ;■ ./ ' NATIONAL CC^I3?TK|*T0 SECURE .JUST ICE IN, THE ROSENBERG CASE FROM ^-.. f r % 

« • *' ' ' • f 'V* ' D IV ID’UALS ALL OVER THE US AND ABROAD. * THESE LETTERS REFERRED ^ 
'-$>w r ^- TO ' LETTERS SUBMITTED BY BLOCH AND T<T PORT ION 5 OF IKE TRIALS -*y. •» 

- -“n » ;t •„ * * •..* ■■■'■• l ?..‘ B ' "' • ‘ >'•-■ ■'■ * a . . '•>>• 

j : .>jS- •» . , TRAMSC R I PT, WHICH HAVE ..BEEN .FORWARDED JCN BLCCH'S LETTER. ,‘ ALL '.OF ?:|SS 
•V. ".C*"' THESE ^LETTERS ASSERT THAT. THE" SENTENCE IS EXCESSIVE AND TRUST '0 : ®SJ 


THAT' THE SENTENCE WILL BE REDUCED. . .WHEN AVAILABLE, HfOTOSTATIC . J|j|l 
COPIES OF THE AFFIDAVITS AMI' LETTERS WILL BE SECURED AMD COPIES' ' Rl 

' ‘ '• ‘ . -‘ r " . " . 

JILL BE SUBMITTED TO THE BUREAU . ** THE BUREAU UlTL BS ADVISED OF 


THE ARGUMENTS IN COURT ON THE THIRTIETH, AND OR jUIXrH /-AUFLAN »S ' , 


DECISION, 




.♦ \&X ’ ■*' e *T - . *’ j 

•. . '• T; . ' v- -.•" .' 




^•:;v 
. 1 Sc»-' ■ 


fr * . 

* i*atr » x‘ '• 


BOARDMAN 


VSii:.4 

'• ; ■ '‘E 


. * r w 



■ 'C / & 


. ■ ‘ .' -. ■.“ . v‘ . ■Tc'S.'.^rSrJSD; 

• ■■ ' - A r£Cr -* 




i’iy* ;‘ 

eT> ' -A. Isiu . • 


. I •». w V . <i J... ftsiB • i'<A 5M&C.-' 






Approved: E_i 


Sent. 


Special Agent in Charge 
✓ 


>V:-'3 


• \ 


rAMNmm<wi.W 


, , , r ~ 


Office Memorandum • united states government 


FROM 


SUBJBCT: 


MR. A • B . B 


'^ T \\ 


jDLIUsj^ROSEfiBERZ 

ethel^eosenberg 

ESPIONAGE - £ 


datb: tfonwary 5 , 1953 




2:1(7 p«*»« January 5, Supervisor 

Tom UcAndwSTltf-iKO&JLJ^^ 
that 

tins qrantei. a 9M».-Af~A M eU t i M ~A/^tht~BPJ e M r -K9te 

^days^jxomt^ (l/& 

Emanuel Bloch, d^ense_aJpj^ey^J^Msa^._aJf^PJX 
mt-th the Cle rk of the District Gpiirt^dec^arin^i 

j^A^nJU^viththe GlerX of the OT.tr let Court 
in He^Tforkand with the Pardon Attorney in the i . 
Justice Department . 

exDire five days after_o_. <$,&$?&» ipQti.9Jk~BJ(-MB- 

J0kksoki&s 

ACTION; Bone. The above is Jor your information * 


\ &S ' 

WVCilZ %. , 


cc~Urm Nichols 


- T „,:r.-''».tX0S C6i««^ 

M* l- - -_ ;',_,„ v csxfxs t) i 


V** ,&'*#** 


,0 */ 





< *4 


. 6£"S8 5*3 (erffirf 

*” hi! «> ’ '■• v 




JA1> <5 ^53' 


. ^. v 4, • 


y 




. v' - *f j ■■; 


‘ •’O' ; >' < , 

<-.7 v-V 


’ T~ 


I 


■ '«vest,g*i, 0!v 

MSTICt 


i 



CFG 2 f *^ 5 2 

teletype 




FBI NYC 
DIRECTOR 


•12-23-52 



!\"V;:’hel3. w 
r. 


o|Ss">z 


IffK- 

levin 

r. Harbo. — 

r, Rosen 

Mr. Tracy 

. t.enffWin 
Mr. Mohr_ 


•/ 

/ y} 


1 



RETURNABLE THE THIRTIETH NEXT BEFORE JUDGE KAUFMAN FOR REDUCTION OF 
SENTENCE, BLOCK ADVISED KILSHEIMER THAT HIS MOTION WOULD BE BASED 
ON THE FOLLOWING GROUNDS, ONE, THAT THE SENTENCE OF DEATH IS EXCESS- 
IVE IN VIEW OF THE SENTENCES IMPOSED UPON KLAUS FUCHS, ALLAN NUNN 
MAY, AXIS SALLY, TOKYO ROSE, D.AVID GREEN GLASS, ETECTERA. TWO, 

THAT JULIUS ROSENBERG DID NOT PLAY A PRINCIPAL ROLE IN THE ESP 
NETWORK AS ALLEGED BY JUDGE KAUFMAN v THREE, THAT HE WAS NOT RE- 
SPONSIBLE FOR THE KOREAN WAR, FOUR, THAT NOTHING SUBSTANTIAL WAS 
GIVEN BY THE ROSENBERGS TO THE RUSSIANS, FIVE, THAT ATTACHED TO THE 
PAPERS WILL BE STATEMENTS BY MANY PROMINENT PEOPLE ASKING FOR A 


l 


REDUCTION OF SENTENCE, KILSHEIMER ADVISED THAT THE BASIS FOR POINT 
TWO IS THE REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON ATOMIC, ENERGY WHICH LISTS 


r' 


v 

KLAUS FUCHS AND DAVID GREENGLASS AS THE PRINCIPAL ESP AGEN i S • ./ . y 
KILSHEIMER HAS ASKED THE DEPARTMENT FOR ITS OPINION IN OPPOSING THE 
MOTION FOR REDUCTION OF SENTENCE AND HAS ASKED THE DEPARTMENT TO 
FURNISH HIM WITH THE NAMES OF ALL PEOPLE RECENTLY CONVICTED OF ESP 
AND TREASON AND TO STATE THE SENTENCE S/E3£fis2) AND WHLT^^ OR NOT 


6 7 JAN 1? ^ recorded-8 ' M 

.NDEXED-S a ‘ 



END PAGE ONE 


" m 7 Q\kWW 



r 




3 


..„.y 


PAGE TWO 

THE PEOPLE COOPERATED. MR. VAN HORN OF THE B AND 0 RR ADVI 
™ E PE „ rno A train TO WASHINGTON ON JAN . 

THAI THE PREVIOUS RESERVATIONS TO 

POUR MEET HAVE BEEM CHANCED TO «». WE- ™ E ™™ * IU - L “ V ' 

POUR NEXT PCRTVPIVE AH AMD VILE ARRIVE VASH., 

—"t /.« «». «»« sch»ei«« o F « »csurc «u. 

:;;;r ~ o F ™ 

ryprrTED TO GO TO WASHINGTON WILL RETURN AT . 

ONE THOUSAND PERSONS EXPECTE . 

ritr . * mo VTFLER CHASE NATIONAL BANK, TIMLb 
crurN OR TEN PM ON JAN FIVE* MR *^ EF > 

TrE BrIcH, ADVISED THAT ACCOUNT .AS — 

^ „„ MMTTT rr OF' ARTS. AND PROFESSIONS TO. SECURE CLEMENCY 

TITLE^ERGENC^COWUrTEEJL^X. ^ THOtfSAOT 

FOR THE R%SENBERGS_. THE ACCCOUHT WAS OPENDE . 
noi.LAR CHECK OF BERNARD CERSTEN DRAWN OF THE AM 

tpals oT^is 'committee are adolf^^'/glassgo^. CHAIRMAN, 
the PRINCIPALS OF THI* C0MM11 7^ J „ CRETARY . BUREAU 

^sserman,. treasurer, AND BERNAR^ERSTEN, SECRETARY. 

WILL BE- ADVISED OF DEVELOPMENTS. 


BOARDMAN 

END 

hold pls 

^-55 PM OK FBI WA MFC 


/?» . /Popyt^j. 


i 







‘■•♦V "t ’■ 




; / „ ;.- •.. - * Ht. TrX-r<fTL.yt£~ 

'?A f>< 7’*>vQ. <*Kr. Ladd^L / ' 

• .v *v v j •:<’ \ y/, •'fcr. NichcV— ✓ * 

•■;• • ’kU^K : i- <£1 £• . j 


fedcpu of investigation 

U. S DEPARTi'ENT Gr JUSTICE 

wsmsm sw®» .... . ..,. ^ ^ . . .. .. ... 

JAN ^ kfo s: •: : -'■ P-- : ->v; 



FBl/ NYC 

Director 



>-/ 


l-2-5#2/3 

URGENT 


k Mr. Clegg. 

[r. Clavin 

[r. Harbo ; 

It. Rosen 

Mr. Tracy 

Mr. Laugblin 

Mr. Mohr i 

Mr. Winter row<L 
Teie. Rnnm 

Mr. Holloman 

Mias Gandy 







¥ 


ti- 

m 


10-08 PM ' TM 

SSS- 5 *'^ 

,. r j ; f . ' a. ... ■. • s-<. • . 

- ' JUlTUS^ROSENBERG, ET AL, ESPIONAGE -R* JUDGE IRVING. R* KAUFMAN 

today" fiTeTa^twentythree page opinion denying the application OF . 

JULIUS AND ETHEl ^OSENBERG F OR A REDUCTION OF SENTENCE UNDER RULE .. - 
THIRTYFIVE OF THE RULES OF CRIMINAL PROCEDURE. THE OPINION REVIEWS 
THE VARIOUS PROCEEDINGS HAD IN THE COURT OF APPEALS AND THE SUPREME 
COURT ON THE ORIGINAL CONVICTION AND THE APPLICATION UNDER SECTION TWO 
TWO FIVE FIVE. THE OPINION STATES, "IN RESPONSE TO THIS -APPLICATION ‘ 

I HAVE NOT ONLY HEARD COUNSEL AT GREAT LENGTH AND STUDIED THE DEFENDANT 
PETITION, BUT HAVE ALSO RESTUDIED THE VOLUMINOUS RECORDS OF THE TRIAL 
AND REFRESHED MY RECOLLECTION OF THE DEMEANOR OF THE' WITNESSES. *•' ( 

REEXAMINING THE QUESTION DE NOVO, I AM AGAIN COMPELLED TO CONCLUDE ; 

THAT THE DEFENDANTS- GUILT AS FOUND BY THE UNANIMOUS VERDICT OF THE- 
JURY WAS ESTABLISHED BEYOND DOUBT." THE OPINION NOTES THAT CHARGES 
OF PERJURY HAD BEEN MADE AGAINST GOVERNMENT WITNESSES VnD THAT'TjjfcJ; 
JURY AllD JUDGE RYAN HAD DECIDED TO THE C ON TRA RY AN D JUD CE KAUFMAN NOTEj 
THAT HE BELIEVES THE WITNESSES., TOLD. THE TRUTH»1..THE OPINIM THEN .y-sJ 
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noted that the only question 


^ END OF PAGE ONE RECORDED - J 
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PAGE TWO „ * " 

: -:v ■' * • v*. sf ?: 

SHOULD BE REDUCED* THE JUDGE STATED THAT AT THE TIME OF THE ORIGINAL 
SENTENCE HE HAD DAYS OF DELIBERATION AND SINCE THAT, TIME HAS HAb 
TWENTYONE MONTHS TO RECONSIDER, TO REEXAMINE THE RECORD, TO MEDITATE' 

AND SEARCH HIS CONSCIENCE. THE JUDGE STATES IT WOULD INDEED BE SIMPLE 
AND LESS TRYING UPON THE COURT WERE HE TO DISPOSE OF THE ROSENBERGS- 
APPLICATION BY THE REDUCING THE SENTENCES. HE STATED THAT HE HAD A 
SOLEMN TRUST PLACED IN HIS HANDS BY THE PEOPLE AND WAS CONVINCED THAT 
ANY CHANGE OF THE SENTENCES BY HIM WOULD BE A VIOLATION OF THE TRUST* 

THE OPINION STATES, “DEVOTION TO DUTY AND JUSTICE MUST PREVAIL OVER 
ACTION WHICH COULD BE ATTRIBUTABLE ONLY TO THE EMOTIONS." HE NOTES THAT! 
THE ROSENBERGS WERE ON THE TOP RUNG OF THE CONSPIRACY AND HAD CONTACT 
WITH THE RUSSIANS, DISBURSED FUNDS AND RECRUITED OTHERS* HE NOTES HOW 
THROUGHOUT HISTORY THE CRIMES OF TRAITORS WERE MOST ABHORRED. THE 
OPINION STATES,' “THE MURDERER KILLS ONLY HIS VICTIM WHILE THE TRAITOR 

g 

VIOLATES ALL THE MEMBERS OF HIS SOCIETY, ALL THE MEMBERS OF THE GROUP 
TO WHICH HE OWES, HIS ALLEGIANCE.* HE THEN TAKES UP THE LETTERS HE HAD 
RECEIVED URGING JUDICIAL CLEMENCY AND NOTES THAT "THE OVERWHELMING 
PREPONDERANCE OF WHICH ARE IN RESPONSE TO A SELF-SERVING SOLICITATION 
BY COUNSEL FOR THE ROSENBERGS,* SOME OF THESE LETTERS CHARGED THAT THE 
SENTENCES WERE UNPRECEDENTED FOR PEACETIME ESPIONAGE,.’ THE" 0 PIN ION : 
STATED, ?I HASTEN TO CORRECT THIS MISAPPREHENSION AND EMPHASIZE, THERE- 
FORE, THAT THE SENTENCES WERE NOT IMPOSED FOR. PEACETIME ESPIONAGE BUT’.'-f 

; • " < • ' i. ‘iY ■ l ' -_ -£j[< 
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FOR WARTIME ESPIONAGE.* THE OPINION THEN NOTES HOW SEVERAL GERMAN SPIES 
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HAD BEEN EXECUTED AFTER A MILITARY TRIAL IN NINETEEN FORTYTWO. HE THEN j 
NOTES THE FACT THAT RUSSIA WAS OUR ALLY IN NINETEEN FORTYFOUR AND : . . 3 

NINETEEN FORTYFIVE AND THE COURT IN IMPOSING SENTENCE WAS USING 
HINDSIGHT, AND NOTES THAT CONGRESS DID NOT DISTINGUISH BETWEEN A FRIENDLi 
OR AN ENEMY COUNTRY IN PRESCRIBING PUNISHMENTS FOR ACTS OF ESPIONAGE. 

THE LAW WAS INTENDED TO PROTECT AND TO KEEP INVIOLATE OUR MILITARY 

» ' 1 

SECRETS FROM ALL FOREIGN POSERS. THE OPINION STATES, «OUR LEADERS, 
CHARGED WITH THE RESPONSIBILITY OF MAKING THE DECISION TO GIVE TO OR 
WITHHOLD SECURITY INFORMATION FROM A FOREIGN POWER, HAVE DETERMINED TO 
WITHHOLD FROM THIS TOTALITARIAN GOVERNMENT INFORMATION CONCERNING THE 
MOST DEADLY WEAPON KNOWN TO MAN, A WEAPON WHICH GAVE AMERICA SUPERIOR- 
ITY IN MILITARY WEAPONS. SHOULD THE ROSENBERGS WITH THEIR DEDICATION 
TO SOVIET RUSSIA HAVE BEEN .FREE TO OVERRIDE THE DECISION OF OUR 
GOVERNMENT ON THIS CRUCIAL MATTER. SHOULD ANY INDIVIDUAL HAVE SUCH 
A RIGHT REGARDLESS OF THE COUNTRY HE INTENDS TO BENEFIT. THE ANSWER 
IS SELF-EVIDENT.* THE COURT NOTES THAT THE CONTENTION THAT RUSSIA WAS 

' ' ■ ' V 

OUR ALLY IN NINETEEN FORTYFOUR AND NINETEEN FORTYFIVE •EVAPORATES IN THE- 

\ <■ 

FACE OF EVIDENCE THAT THEIR ACTS OF ZSP10U&GZ DID NOT CEASE UPON THE 1 
TERMINATION OF HOSTILITIES BUT CONTINUED AND INTENSIFIED IN THE POSTWAR 1 
YEARS WHEN IT WAS APPARENT THAT RUSSIA HAD BECOME HOSTILE TO THE *■ 

. UNITED STATES. FURTHERMORE, *NO ONE WAS MORE AWARE THAN THE DEFENDANTS 
OF THE TRUE NATURE OF. AN ALLY WHICH WOULD TAKE THESE FURTIVE STEPS TO - 
SET UP AN EXTENSIVE ESPIONAGE NETWORK IN OUR COUNTRY TO STEAL OUR MOST J 
VITAL SECRETS, EVEN AS THE SOVIET UNION TOOK ALL OUR HELP AND ^ 
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DEMANDED MORE WHILE WE WERE BATTLING A COMMON ENEMY, THEY WERE 

n -r.:- * ^ >■ — ^ -.V. ' IV X-*.- ■ » - - 
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STEALTHILY PICKING OUR POCKETS OF OUR MOST SECRET ATOMIC DATA. WHAT 
RIGHT HAVE THESE DEFENDANTS NOW TO CRY "RUSSIA WAS OUR ALLY" WHEN THEY 
WERE THE VERY ONES CAUGHT WITH THEIR HANDS IN OUR POCKETS TRYING TO 
FILCH FROM OUR OWN COUNTRY THIS WEAPON WHICH, WERE ITS SECRETS INVIOLATE, 
MIGHT HAVE BEEN CRUCIAL IN MAINTAINING PEACE IN THE POSTWAR WORLD. IT IS 
APPARENT THAT RUSSIA WAS CONSCIOUS OF THE FACT THAT THE UNITED STATES HAD 
THE ONE WEAPON WHICH GAVE IT MILITARY SUPERIORITY AND THAT, .AT ANY 
PRICE, IT HAD TO WREST THAT SUPERIORITY FROM THE UNITED STATES BY 
STEALING THE SECRET INFORMATION CONCERNING THAT WEAPON. THE TRAGEDY 
OF IT IS THAT IT WAS .SUCCESSFUL, ■ THE OPINION THEN TAKES UP THE FACT 
THAT THE JUDGE HAD IMPOSED A LESSER SENTENCE ON DAVID GREENGLASS AND 
NOTES THAT THE DEGREE OF IMPLICATION OF EACH CONSPIRATOR. AND HIS 

SUBSEQUENT AID TO THE GOVERNMENT IN FERRETING OUR CO-CONSPIRATORS 

\ * * 

MUST BE CONSIDERED. JULIUS AND e(/|eL ROSENBERG WERE THE PRIME MOVERS 
IN THIS CONSPIRACY, INTO WHICH THEY SUCKED DAVID & RUTH GREENGLASS, AND 
THE OPINION NOTES THE COOPERATION OF THE GREENGLASSES AND STATES THAT THE 
ROSENBERGS HAVE NOT TALKED AND "THEIR LIPS HAVE REMAINED SEALED AND THEY 


PREFER .THE GLORY WHICH THE BELIEVE WILL BE THEIRS BY THE MARTYRDOM WHICH 
WILL BE BESTOWED UPON. THEM BY THOSE WHO ENLISTED THEM IN THIS 
DIABOLICAL CONSPIRACY ./AND WHOj, INDEED, DESIRE THEM TO.' REMAIN SILENT/." 
THE OPINION NOTES THAT HARRY GOLD RECEIVED THIRTY YEARS AND KLAUS FUCHS 
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RECEIVED FOURTEEN YEARS. THE 0PINK3N THEN NOTES THAT THE ROSENBERGS 
WERE BORN, REARED AND EDUCATED IN AMERICA AND HAD ALL THE ADVANTAGES 

t -|f 4 * 4 

OF OUR AMERICAN CITI2ENSHIP AND "THEY CHOSE THE PATH. OF TRAITORS < 

AND DECIDED TO ABANDON THOSE WHO HAD NURTURED AND FED THEM IN FAVOR 
OF A NATION WHOSE IDEOLOGY WAS REPUGNANT TO EVERYTHING WE HAVE LEARNED, 
LIVED FOR AND TO WHICH WE HAVE BEEN DEDICATED. THEY KNEW WELL THAT THE 
STAKES WERE HIGH AND THE CONSEQUENCES OF FAILURE WERE DIRE. THIS COURT 
HAS JJO DOUBT BUT THAT IF THE ROSENBERGS WERE EVER TO ATTAIN THEIR FREEDCy 
THEY WOULD CONTINUE IN THEIR DEEP-SEATED DEVOTION AND ALLEGIANCE TO 

♦ * - ' A 

SOVIET RUSSIA, A DEVOTION WHICH HAS CAUSED THEM TO CHOOSE MARTYRDOM AND 
TO KEEP THEIR LIPS SEALED. THE DEFENDANTS, STILL DEFIANT, ASSERT THAT 
THEY SEEK JUSTICE, NOT MERCY. WHAT THEY SEEK THEY HAVE ATTAINED. 

DESPITE THIS I MUST NEVERTHELESS CONSIDER WHETHER THEY ARE DESERVING OF ' 
MERCY. WHILE I AM DEEPLY MOVED BY CONSIDERATIONS OF PARENTHOOD AND 
WHILE I FIND DEATH IN ANY FORM HEARTRENDING, I HAVE A RESPONSIBILITY TO . 
METE OUT JUSTICE IN A MANNER DICTATED "BY THE. STATUTES AND THE . 

INTERESTS OF OUR COUNTRY. MY PERSONAL FEELINGS OR PREFERENCES MUST BE r 
PUSHED ASIDE FOR MY PRIME OBLIGATION IS TO SOCIETY AND TO AMERICAN r 
INSTITUTIONS. THE FAMILIES OF THESE DEFENDANTS ARl! VICTIMS OF' THEIR 


■ 


• 2 * 





INFAMY BUT I AM MINDFUL THAT COUNTLESS OTHER' AMERICANS MAY ALSO BE - “ f 
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VICTIMS OF THAT INFAMY, THE DEFENDANTS WERE NOT MOVED BY ANY CONSIDERA- . 
TION FOR THEIR FAMILIES AND THEIR CHILDREN IN COMMITTING THEIR CRIMES, 

BUT HAVE URGED SUCH CONSIDERATION UPON THE COURT, IN ORDER TO MAKE 
DIFFICULT AN ALREADY TRYING TASK. IN CONSIDERING MERCY I AM - •; 

REMINDED OF THIS PASSAGE FROM MARY ANN EVANS- /GEORGE ELIOT/, ROMOLA, 

Ill EIGHTEEN SIXTHTHREE- "THERE IS A MERCY WHICH IS WEAKNESS, AND EVEN ' \ 

TREASON AGAINST THE COMMON GOOD." MR. JUSTICE CARDOZO POINTED OUT, 

* ■ ■ - 

■BUT JUSTICE, THOUGH DUE TO THE ACCUSED IS DUE TO THE ACCUSOR ALSO."" 

THE OPINION THEN NOTES THAT THE FORFEITURE OF THE LIFE OF A SPY" WILL g 

, > ' .j 

SERVE AS AN EXAMPLE TO THOSE WHO MAY THEREAFTER BE TEMPTED TO COMMIT § 

. ■ . * 

SIMILAR ACTS AND STATES, "THIS IS VITAL IN THE WORLD IN WHICH VZjllVZ, ' 

INFILTRATED AS WE ARE BY THE HOMEGROWN AND FOREIGN VARIETY OF SPIES, ‘ J 

1 : ; ■••• • : : ' ■ ‘ • ; ' • Vi 

WHICH ARE AND WILL BE A CONTINUING THREAT TO OUR SECURITY SO LONG AS A 8 

■ * , - \ Jf 

FOREIGN NATION PROVIDES INCENTIVE FOR THIS SPYING. ON THIS SCORE I '’1i 

♦ l . 

■ " „ ^ *i 

BELIEVE m WORDS AT THE SENTENCING ARE STILL APPROPRIATE, W QUR NATIONAL 
SECURITY IS MORE, IMPOSTANT THAN ANY PERSONAL FEELINGS THAT I^IGHT, HAVE C 
ON THE SUBJECT AND IT IS MORE IMPORTANT, I THINK, THAN THE PUNISHMENT 
OF ANY SINGLE INDIVIDUAL.*" THE OPINION THEN NOTES THAT FORCES ARE 

* . * * - * * 4*- - - V - 

* • 1 - c- - - „ . * . ~ Vi 

ATTEMPTING TO USE THE CASE TO FAN ANTI-AMERICAN FIRES AND STATES \ 

• • - L ■****• • - '• v , t , • ‘ • •’ 5 . ' . ^ - • J!,*' - 1' - ■* j -jj 

THAT TKE COURT HAD NOT CONSIDERED THE INTERNATIONaI cONSEQUENCES OF THE' ’) 
SOVIET PROPAGANDA CONCERNING THE SENTENCES, AND NOTES IT IS POSSIBLE THAT 
THE FALSE CHARACTERIZATIONS OF THE. TRIAL MIGHT SUPPLY GRIST JQ THE ./ 

CORR LINE ELEVEN WDXXX LAST WD' SHLD BE * ^ '■£ 
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PAGE SEVEN _ 

MILLS TO POISON THE MINDS OF THE PIOPLES OF THE WORLD. THE OPINION NOTES 
THAT THE COURT IS NOT EQUIPPED TO APPRAISE THE EFFECTIVENESS OF SUCH 
PROPAGANDA NOR IS IT A MATTER FOR THE JUDICIAL TO CONSIDER, BUT THAT. 

SUCH QUESTIONS "MERIT CAREFUL CONSIDERATION BUT THEY ARE PROPERLY ' f‘" > 

* * 

ADDRESSED TO THE EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT. THE PRESIDENT IS VESTED WITH THE 
POWER TO SPEAK AND LISTEN AS THE REPRESENTATIVE OF THIS NATION. HE IS : 

ALSO VESTED WITH POWER TO GRANT REPRIEVES AND PARDONS FOR OFFENSES 


AGAINST THE UNITED STATES." THE OPINION THEN NOTES THAT JUSTICE HOLMES 
POINTED OUT THAT EXECUTIVE CLIMINCY WAS A PART OF THE CONSTITUTIONAL 
SCHEME AND WHEN GRANTED WAS A DETERMINATION THAT THE PUBLIC WELFARE 
WOULD BE BETTER SERVED BY INFLICTING LESS THAN THE JUDGMENT FIXED. 

THE OPINION CONCLUDES, » I HAVE MEDITATED AND REFLECTED LONG AND 
DIFFICULT HOURS OVER THE SENTENCE IN THIS CASE.' I HAVE STUDIED AND 
RESTUDIED THE RECORD AND I HAVE SEEN NOTHING, NOR HAS ANYTHING BEEN 
PRESENTED TO ME TO CAUSE ME TO CHANGE THE SENTENCE ORIGINALLY IMPOSED. 

I STILL FEEL THAT THEIR CRIME WAS WORSE THAN MURDER, NOR HAVE I SEEN 

> 
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4ft 


**v, ’ 
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.4 


ANY EVIDENCE THAT THE DEFENDANTS HAVE EXPERIENCED ANY REMORSE OR . ' 
REPENTANCE. UNFORTUNATELY, IN ITS PLACE THIS COURT HAS BEEN SUBJECTED _j 
TO A MOUNTING ORGANIZED CAMPAIGN OF VILIFICATION, ABUSE AND PRESSURE. 

THIS COURT, HOWEVER, IS NOT SUBJECT TO SUCH ORGANIZED- CAMPAIGN AND THE 
PRESSURES WHICH HAVE BEEN BROUGHT TO BEAR IN THIS CASE, NOR DOES IT 
REQUIRE SUCH TACTICS TO MAKE IT COGNIZANT OF THE HUMAN TRAGEDY INVOLVED. 
END OF PAGE SEVEN . *• .. " •• , ■' *>:. .. 

vs ** ’ *** T ****: ■ 7 *- - t-r * i- - « 

-■ ,.V y. U-,** v '' --'-Tj 


m 










PAGE EIGHT 


V ;.T 


if m 


AUSA KILSHEIMER ADVISED THAT BLOCH TOLD HIM THAT HE WOULD FILE MOTION ; 

PAPERS TODAY WITH THE COURT OF APPEALS RETURNABLE ON THE FIFTH NEXT 

FOR AN ORDER STAYING THE EXECUTION. BLOCH TOLD KILSHEIMER THAT HE HAD 

CONTACTED DANIEL LYONS, PARDON ATTORNEY OF THE DEPARTMENT, TO DETERMINE 

WHETHER AN APPLICATION FOR EXECUTIVE CLEMENCY WOULD BE' ENTERTAINED 

WHILE THERE WERE PROCEEDINGS STILL IN COURT. LATER, KILSHEIMER SPOKE TO 

LYONS AND ADVISED THAT SUCH APPLICATION WOULD BE ENTERTAINED AND' 

0 

PR1CESSED BUT THAT IT WOULD NOT BE PRESENTED TO THE PRESIDENT UNTIL 
ALL PROCEEDINGS IN COURT WERE FINISHED. ‘BLOCH TOLD KILSHEIMER HE WAS 
REQUESTING THE STAY IN THE CIRCUIT COURT TO ENABLE HIM TO APPLY TO THE 
SUPREME COURT FOR A WRIT OF CERTIORARI. HOWEVER, BLOCH HAS NOT MADE A 
FINAL DECISION AS TO HIS COURSE OF ACTION. KILSHEIMER ADVISED THAT 
JUDGE KAUFMAN WOULD GRANT A STAY OF EXECUTION O NLY I F NO OTHER STAYS ' 
OR APPLICATIONS_OR COURT PROCEEDINGS WE RE BEING FOLLOWED . THE JUDGE-S 
STAY WOULD ONLY BE FOR THE PURPOSE OF PERMITTING BLOCH TO APPEAL TO THE 
P RESIDENT FOR EXECUTIVE CLEMENCY. IN THIS EVENT, THE EXECUTION WOULD BE 
STAYED AND NO OTHER DATE WOULD BE SET UNTIL AFTER THE' PRESIDENT HAD 
ACTED UPO N THE APPLICATION FOR CLEMENCY. KILSHEIMER STATED THAT IT - 
WOULD BE NECESSARY FOR HIM TO PREPARE PAPERS FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE 
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PARDON ATTORNEY AND IN THIS REGARD REQUESTED ALL OTHER 
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PAGE NINE 


i nformation concerning the rqsenbergs- participation in espionage whi ch 
HAS BECOM E KNOWN TO THE BUREAU SINCE THE TRIAL_OR WAS NOT PRODUCED AT T HE 
TRIAL* BUREAU INSTRUCTIONS IN THIS REGARD ARE IMMEDIATE LY REQUESTED * 

A PHOTOSTATIC COPY OF THE OPINION OF JUDGE KAUFMAN IS BEING FORWARDED 
UNDER SEPARATE COVER, ATTENTION OF INSPECTOR HENNRICH* -•/< 
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On 1-2-53 Judge Kaufman denied Ro.~enberg$ f 


clemency. Emanuel Bloch, Posenber S s' ^ tiyiS^f out 

motion before USCCA returnable 5 53 io^ari - ^loch also 

in order to apply to |^eme °o£t euecuti^ clemency. In 

expects", to apply to *r . Ki i sheir3sr advised it would be 

connection tfitn p of ^ardon 

At?:rne7of 0 De5^tmen| r and"reg^aU^t^ information^ 
re Po^nberg espionage a^uivmes * ^ KYO 

to Bureau since the t?ial or not produced at the trial. 1Y0 

reouest s Bureau instructions* 
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,U OF INVESTIGATION 

UNITED STATES DERABTMENT OF JUSTICE 

N EW YORK, NSW YORK 

12/30/52 



I My. To] son 

I 

'la S* 

‘i 1 Sir . . ^ 

r. Gl^vi.i 

Mr. Hartw- 

Mr. Rosen 

Mr. Tracy 

Mr. LzuphUn 

Mr. Mohr 

Mr. Wintr-rrcTvd . 
Tele. R ioji) ._ 
Mr. HaII 
Miss '' 
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Transmit the following Teletype message to: BUREAU 

JULIUS tBseNBEHS, ESPIONAGE - R. MOTION FOR RBLUCTION^^ 
OF SENTENCE WAS ARGUED TODAY BEFORE JUDGE IRVING R. 

KAUFMAN. EMANUEL BLOCH ARGUED FOR THE ROSEN BERGS. IN 
HIS OPENING RS-iARKS HE STATED THAT HE HOPED TO PRESENT 
ARGUMENTS TO THE JUDGE WHICH MIGHT PERSUADE HIM THAT Kjt' 
HIS ORIGINAL SENTENCE WAS WRONG. HE STATED HIS CLIENTS 
WERE NOT PHYSICALLY PRESENT IN COURT BUT THAT HIS WORDS 
ARE THOSE OF HIS CLIENTS. HE MENTIONED THAT MILLIONS 

< *. N c 

OF PEOPLE IN THE WORLD OVeR KNOW ABOUT THE CASE AND ‘ *0 

QUESTION WHAT PROMPTED FIFTEEN MEMBERS OF THE ISRAELI 

f GOVERNMENT T- WRITE TO HIM REQUESTING THAT THE SENTENCE 

be reduced, judge kaufman interrupted and stated that 

HE HAD BEEN POUNDED BY VILIFICATION AND THAT HE WAS 
RESENTFUL. HE STATED HE BELIEVED THE PRESSURE BEING 
BROUGHT UPON HIM WAS DONE BY DESIGN. HE STATED THAT 
PRESSURE FROM N EITHER SIDE WOULD EFFECT HIS JUDGMENT. 

BLOCH THEN STATED HE WANTED TO APPEAL TO THE JUDGE AS A 
HUMAN BEING* HE STATED HIS CLIENT'S ARE INNOCENT AND THAT 
THEY HAVE STEADFASTLY ASSERTED THEIR INNOCENCE. KAUFMA 

, . #x REC0RD£D-2® 

BUREAU (AM) 

- NYIOO-IOTITI 


i a j 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
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Transmit the following Teletype message to: 

INTERRUPTED AND STATED HE BELIeVED THAT WHAT DROVE THE 
ROSEN BERGS INTO THE CONSPIRACY IS WHAT IS KEEPING THEM 
QUIET. BLOCH STATED THEY ACT THIS WAY BECAUSE THEY 
ARE INNOCENT. BLOCK ASSERTED THAT THE FBI AND THE 
PROSECUTING STAFF HAD HOODWINKED THE JUDGE, AND REFERRED 
TO THE PERJURED TESTIMONY OF DAVID GREENGLASS AND HERBERT 
SCHNEIDER. KAUFMAN ASKED WHO SUBORNED THE PERJURE OF 
SCHNEIDER. BLOCK DID NOT ANSWER DIRECTLY BUT STATED THAT 
IT WAS INCREDIBLE TO BELIEVE THAT SCHNEIDER WOULD NOT 

i 

HAVE BEEN UNCOVERED BY THE FBI GONG BEFORE HE ASSERTED 
HE HAS UNCOVERED. KAUFMAN STATED THAT IT WOULD APPEAR 
THAT THE TAKING OF THE PASSPORT PICTURES OF THE ROSeNBERGS 
FITTED INTO THE FLIGHT PATTERN AND REMARKED THAT DAVID 
GREENGLASS ANj.- HIS FAMILY HAD TAKEN PASSPORT PICTURES 
IN PREPARATION OF FLIGHT AND THAT SOBELL HAD ACTUALLY 
FLuJ) TO MEXICO. KAUFMAN STATED THAT IN ALL CASiS AFTER 
A JURY CONVICTS A PERSON THE CONVICTED CAN COME BACK INTO 
THE COURT AND SAY WE ARK INNOCENT, BUT HE REMARKED IT 
COULD NOT BE SAID WITH MERIT. BLOCH STATED HE IS DEEPLY 
CONCERNED WHEN PERJURY IS BEING COMMITTED AND HE CAN ^ 
SENSE IT* KA USMAN STATED THAT *U0TE WHAT YOU URGE IS 
THAT AFTER THE JURY HAS, SPOKEN AND THE CIRCUIT COURT AND 

Approve & : ^ . Sent M P e r 


Special Agent in Charge 


FD-36 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

-J. 


Transmit the following Teletype message to: 

SUPREME COURT HAVE UPHELD THE VERDICT AND BECAUSE YOU 

URGE THAT YOUR CLIENTS ARE INNOCENT AND THAT I IN 

EFFECT SHOULD ADOPT YOUR IMPRESSIONS AFTER I HAVE 

LISTENED AND SEEN THE WITNESSES IN COURT UNQUOTE. KAUFMAN 

REMARKED THAT JUjjGE JEROME FRANK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT* 

WHO HAS OFTEN CRIED OUT AGAINST REP RES SI ON, SCRUTINIZED 

EVERY WORD OF THE RECORD AND CONCLUDED THAT ‘THE VERDICT 

WAS SOUND. BLOCH REMARKED THAT JUDGE FLANK STATED THAT 

IF YOU DO NOT BELIEVE THE &RK.-N£LA.-.SjgS, THE ROSEN BERGS 

CANNOT BE CONVICTED. KAUFMAN STATED THAT IF GR^KN GLASS 

WAS A PERJURER COULD HE NOT HAV£ COMMITTED PERJURY IN 

(K NORMAL WAY, AND SHIELD THOSE CLOSE TO HIM AND WHOM 

HE LOVED, SUCH AS HIS WIFE AND HIS SISTER, ETHEL. BLOCH 

STATED THAT GR: ENGLASS HAD TO EXTRICATE HIMSELF AND SO 

HE BROUGHT IN HIS BROTHER-IN-LAW 'JULIUS ♦ KAUFMAN STATED 

WHX DID HE HAVE TO BRING IN HIS SISTER. ^ BLOCH STATED 

THAT HE HAD TO BRING IN HIS WIFE BECAUSE THE FBI HAD 

FOUND RUTH*S BANK ACCOUNT IN ALPU^UEJRCiUE, WHICH WAS THE 

DEPOSIT OF FOUR HUNDRED DOLLARS, THE DAY AFTER HARRY GOLD 

VISITED THE GREENGLASSES. BLOCH STATED THAT THE. IE WAS 

SOMETHING ABOUT THE CASE WHICH WAS NOT *tUST RIGHT. 

KAUFMAN ASKr-D HIM WHAT IS IT OR IS IT MERELY AN IMPRESSION. 
/ 

ApprovoJ:_ _____ Sent .M Per 


Special Agent I n Charge 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


Transmit the following Teletype message to: 

BLOCH REPLIED THAT EVEN SUCH A MAN AS DOCTOR UREY 
BELIEVED THERE WAS SOMETHING WRONG ABOUT THd CASE AND 
SO WROTE HIM. THE JUDGE INTERRUPTED AND STATED THAT 

the letter sent by urey wa^ mo si presumptuous, stating 

THAT UREY ADMITTED THAT HE HAD NOT READ A,L OF THE RECORD 
AND WAS NOT ADVISED OF ALL OF THE FACTS BUT THAT HE 
PREFERRED TO BELIEVE THE ST RY OF JULIUS AND ETHEL 
ROSENBERG RATH Eh THAN THAT OF ROTH AND DAVID GREENGIASS. 
BLOCH THEN WENT ON AT LENGTH EXPLAINING THAT IF THERE 
EVER WAS A DOUBT OF ANY KIND, FOR ANY REASON, ON ANY 
BASIS, THAT THE ROSENBKRGS We RE NOT GUILTY THE JUDGE 
SHOULD REDUCE THeIR SENTENCE*. He AGAIN DISCUSSED THE 
POoSIBLK PERJURY OF The GReENGL*oSee ANd THE JUDGE 
INTERRUPTED SAYING AhE YOU SAYING THAT RUTH GRhENGLASS 
ALL BY HERSELF WENT DOWN TO CAViD k\i, TOLi) HIM TO GIVE 
HER ATOMIC SECRETS TO PASS Oil TO SOM OTHER PERSON WHO 
WAS A CONDUIT. THE JUDGE CONTIN UE YOU ADMIT THERE WAS 
A RING, OTHERWISE, HOW DO YOU ACCOUNT FOR BLITCHER, WH 0 ^ 

HAD KNOWLEDGE OF THE GREENGLASSES? BLOCR REPLIED 

4 , 

SOMETIMES THE FBI WANTS /TO GET A-FxDD; \,u IN ITS CAP- AND 
THEY KiTEiji THAT ELITCHER HAD COMM lTTEd PERJURY WHEN HE 
FILLED OUT HI n LOYALTY OATH AND THEY KNEW HE WAS A COMMUNIST 

Approved: i Sent Ut Per 


Special Agent in Charge 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
...£ 


Transmit the following Teletype message to: 


AND TOLD HIM THAT HE HAD BEEN POOLING ABOUND WITH 
ESPIONAGE. BLOCH STATED HE HAD GRrAT RESPECT FOR THE 
FBI'S ABILITY TO INVESTIGATE CRIME BUT WONDERED WHETHER IN 
THE PRESENT SITUATION THEY HAD BEEN TRYING TO BUILD UP 
A CASE. BLOCH THEN STATED THAT THE TRIAL HAD BEEN 
CONDUCTED WITH PROPRIETY BUT THAT SOMETHING COULD. NOT BE 
KEPT OUT: NAMELY, THE CLIMATE THAT PERVADED ThE CITY FOR 
FOURTEEN MONTHS APTaR THE ARREST OF KLAUS FUCHS. HE 
STATED THAT UNCONCIOUSLY THIS WAS ABSORBED BY TH JURORS 
AND THE POISON WAS DIRECTED AGAINST THE ROSENBERGS. HE 
STATED NOT ONLY THE PRESS AND THE PROSECUTING OFFICIALS 
WHO TRIED THE CASE IN THE PRESS BEFORE .THE CASE WAS 
STARTED CREATED THE CLIMATE PREJUDICIAL TO THE HOSiiN BERGS. 

. s' 

bloch stated that evidence was fed to the press by mr. 

HOOVER AND MR. SAYPOL. AFTER A SHORT RECESS BLOCH 

CONTINUED THAT FACTS HAD COME TO HIS ATTENTION SjNOE THE 

TRIAL WHICH SHOULD BE CONSIDERED’ BY THE JUDGE; NAMELY, 

THAT IT WAS NOT UNTIL AFTER THE TRIAL THAT SAYPOL STATED 

THAT IT WAS RUTH GREENGLASS WHO WAS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE 

RECANTATION OF DAVID G BEE NG LASS r ^ASSERTION OF INNOCENCE. 

FOLLOWED BY SUBSEQUENT COOPERATION.' 

y 

Approved: ... Sent Per ...... 


Special Agent in Charge 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
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Transmit the following Teletype message to; 

HE STATED THAT SAYPOL GAVE THE LIE TO GREENGLASS THAT 
HE HAD COOPERATED FROM THE BEGINNING* BLOCH THEN 
TURNED TO THE SKETCHES PRODUCED IN EVIDENCE AT THE TRIAL 
WITH A HIGH EXPLOSION LENS* HE STATED IT WAS NECESSARY 
FOR HIM TO GO OUTSIDE THE COUNTRY WHERE HE FOUND BRITISH 
SCIENTISTS WHO ASSERTED IN AFFIDAVITS THAT IT a AS 
IMPLAUSIBLE AND IMPOSSIBLE FOR DAVID GREENGLASS, WITHOUT 
COACHING TO REPRODUCE SKETCHES WITH A HIGH EXPLOSION 
LENS AND TH - ATOMIC BOMB HAjp LAST SrEN OR WORKED ON 
FIVE YEARS PREVIOUS* THE JUDGE INTERRUPTED REMARKING, 

YOU* RE SAYING IN EFFECT THAT DAVID GREENGLASS LIED HIHSELF 
INTO JAIL BECAUSE HE ACTUALLY DID NOT TURN OVER TO THE 
RUSSIANS THE SKETCHES THAT IT WAS CLAIMED THAT HE DID. 

THE JUDGE CONTINUED THAT IT WAS POSSIBLE THAT GREENGLASS 
HAVING PRODUCED THOSE SKETCHES WHICH HE KNEW WERE TO BE 

it , 

TURNED OVER TO THE HUS SIANS CONSTANTLY KEPT THEM IN HIS 

OCND AND CONTINUED TO THINK ABOUT IT, AND IT .IS PLAUSIBLE 

THAT HE WOULD NOT FORGET IT* BLOCH REPLIED THAT THERE 

WERE OTHER PLAUSIBLE EXPLANATIONS THAT SHOULD CAUSE 

DOUBT IN THE JUDGE'S MIND AND WUE^TIONED WHETHER DAVID 

GREENGLASS WAS THE KIND OF WITNESS THE^UDGE SHOULD 

RELY UPON TO SEND TWO PEOPLE TO DEATH. BLOCH THEN TURNED 
/ 

Approved; Sent M Per 

• Special Agent in Charon 
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Transmit the following Teletype message to: 

TO THE QUESTION OF THE TESTIMONY OF SCHNEIDER, STATING 
IF SCHNEIDER COULD IDENTIFY JULIUS FROM PHOTOGRAPHS WHY 
WAS IT NECESSARY FOR HIM TO BE QUOTE SMUGGLED UNQUOTE 
INTO COURT* BLOCH ASKED DID HE MAKE A MISTAKE OR DID 
RE LIE* BLOCH REPLIED THAT THERE WAS A POSSIBILITY OF 
BOTH INSTANCES* KAUFMAN ASKED HIM WHAT DID HE BELIEVE, 
DID HE LIE OR DID HE MAKE A MISTAKE* BLOCH REPLIED I 
GOT THE FEELING THAT IT WAS PERJURY. KAUFMAN REMINDED 
HIM THAT WHAT WEAKENS THIS ARGUMENT IS THE FACT THAT 
BLOCH COULD NOTHReAK SCHNEIDER DOWN ON CROSS-EXAMINATION* 
KAUFMAN ASK:jD HIM IF He WAS ATTRIBUTING PERJURY OR 
SUBORNATION OF PERJURY TO THE BUHeAU* CLOCH DID NOT 
MAKE A DIRECT' REPLY AND THE JUDGE STATED, QUOTE I BELIEVE 
HE DID NOT LIE. HOW WOULD IT HELP IF TrE FULL FACTS 
HAD BEEN BROUGHT FORTH? UNQUOTE* ", BLOCH ASKED WHY LID 
THEY HAVE TO CONCEAL WHAT THEY DID* HE STATED IT WAS 
BECAUSE THEY HAD DISREGARDED THE COURT 1 S DIRECTION TO 
EXCLUDE WITNESSES FROM THE COURT- ROOM* KAUFMAN STATED 
THAT MAYBE IT WAS BECAUSE THE FBI WANTED TO BE CAREFUL. 
BLOCH STATED WHEN I READ i- OLIVER PILIT'S BOOK I CAME 

,, . . y** 

ACROSS THE PASSAGE HOW SCHNEIDER WAS TAKEN INTO COURT 

i / 

BY AN FBI AGENT AND I CAbLED PILIT -AND ASKED HIM IF HE 
* 

Approved: Sent M Per 
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Transmit the following Teletype message to: 

WOULD TESTIFY TO THIS FACT AS COMING FROM A GOVERNMENT 
OFFICIAL. KAUFMAN STATED THAT BLOCH WAS OVERLOOKING 
THE FACT THAT PILIT GOT TEE INFO FROM THE GOVERNMENT 
AND ASKED IF IT WAS REASONABLE THAT THEY WOULD DO THIS 
AND FURTHER SUBMIT AN AFFIDAVIT AS TO WHAT HAD HAPPENED 
IF PERJURY HAD BEEN COMMITTED. BLOCH REPLIED THAT 
UNWITTINGLY, THE GOVERNMENT GAVE SOMETHING AWAY AND 
SUGGESTED TO THE JUDGE THAT HE SHOULD CONSIDER THE 
VERDICT OF THE JUDGE OF THE COURT WITH DOUBT. BLOCH 
AGAIN REFERRED TO THE FACT THAT INDIVIDUALS WHO HAVE -BEEN 
SENTENCED GUILTY CAN EATER CLAIM THEIR INNOCENCE AND 
KAUFMAN STATED AGAIN IN EVERY CASE IN THE LAND PEOPLE 
CAN COME FORTH AFTER THEIR CONVICTION AND CLAIM THEY 
WERE INNOCENT. KAUFMAN POINTED OUT THAT TF SCHNEIDER 

^ y 

WAS COMMITTING PERJURY IT WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN NECESSARY 
FOR HIM TO COME INTO COUNT AND VIEW ROSENBERG BEG ORE HE 
TESTIFIED. BLOCH THEN TALKED ABOUT THE FACT THAT THE 
GOVERNMENT HAD NOT PRESENTED ANY, PHYSICAL EVIDENCE TO 
SUPPORT THE CHARGES THAT ROSENBERG HAD MICROFIIMED ANY 
MATERIAL. KAUFMAN SAID THERE IS A LOGICAL ANSWER THAT 
WHAT HAD BEEN MICROFILMED HAD BEEN PASSED ON. BLOCH 
'"'EN DISCUSSED THE FACT 'THAT THEY DID NOT P.IND A CAMERA 

Apv « ■ v v ■>< t ; S en t M Per 


Special Agent in Charge 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
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Transmit the following Teletype message to: 

OR THE CONSOLE TABLE. KAUFMAN ASKED HIM IF HE THOUGHT 
THE TESTIMONY OF EVELYN COX WAS MISTAKEN OR SUBORNED. 

BLOCH REPLIED, QUOTE I THINK SUGGESTIONS WERE MADE TO 
HER UNQUOTE. IT IS EASY TO DIRECT WITNESSES ALONG LINES 
OF TESTIMONY. BLOCK NEXT TOOK UP THE PERSONAL LIFE 
OF JULIUS AND ETHEL IN KNICKERBOCKER VILLAGE, LIVING ON 
THE EDGE OF POVERTY AND QUESTIONED WHETHER THIS WAS THE 
KIND OF MAN WHO WAS PAYING OFF AN ESPIONAGE RING. BLOCH 
THEN CONTINUED STATING, LET’S ASSUME THAT EVERYTHING 
THAT WAS MENTIONED IN THE TRIAL WAS TRUE AND THAT THEY 
WERE GUILTY. HE ASKED WHETHER THE CONVICTION WARRANTED 

- i 

b| 

THE DEATH PENALTY. HE REFERRED TO THE REPORT OF THE 
JOINT COMMITTEE ON ATOMIC ENERGY, WHICH MADE DAVID 
G RE r. NO LASS, HARRY. GO LD, FUCHS, PONTECORVO AND 'iAY AS 

, s' 

ONLY IMPORTANT AGENTS AND RE LEG AT qD DAVID TO. A MINOR ROLE. 
KAUFMAN REM INH> BLOCH THAT THE HIGHER POSITION THEY PIACED 
DAVID GRevENGLAiS IN THE WORST CRIME COMMITTED • BY ROSENBERG 
BECAUSE THE TESTIMONY WAS Tv THE EFi-nCT THAT IT WAS 
ROSENBERG WHO HAD INFLUENCED DAVID IN GIVING INFO* BLOCH 
THEN REFERRED TO THE REMARKS OF JUDGE KAUFMAN WHEN HE 
SENTENCED THE ROSENBERGS, STATING THAT 'Bk BELIEVED THAT 
DAVID WAS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE KOREAN WAR, ‘ WERE INCORRECT. 

Approved Sent M . Per 
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Transmit the following Teletype message to: 


KAUFMAN REMINDED HIM THAT HE HIMSELF BOUND IT HORRIBLE 
TO HAVE HAD TO IMPOSE THE SENTENCE UPON THE ROSENBERGS 
THAT HE DID. HE REMARKED THAT CONGRESS PASSED THE 
ESPIONAGE STATUTE IN NINETEEN SeVENTEeN WHEN WE HAD NO 
ATOM BOMBS OR ANY CONTeM r LATION OF THEM AND HE ASKED 'WHAT 
WAS IN CONGRESS* MIND IN NINETEEN SEVENTEEN WHEN SUCH 
A STATUTE WAS PASSED WITH A CAPITAL PUNISHMENT. BLOCH 
REVERTED TO THE FACT THAT THIS wAS TIE LAST RESORT WITH 
THE ROS^K BERGS TO HAVE T'Ht -IH SciNT;.^, On* REDUCED ANd THE 
■JUDGE lit’ x JZijttriUPI jitij A. ..L dd l iaT TRiS .« S NCI 1 TftUE 


THAT THE DEATH PENALTY CAN Be, REVIEWED BY THE PRESIDENT, 
AND TOLD BLOCH THAT HE MIGHT JUST AS WELL TELL HIM NOW 


AND STATED QUOTE I WILL GIVE YOU AjjE^UATE TIME T > HAKE 
AN APPEAL T... THE P j^SItvENT AND I WILL RESERVE D£,0 lSI 0N 
ON THIS CAaE, UNQUOTE. BLOCH ASKED m* JUdGs IF HE HAD 
THE POWoR TO GRANT- A ST AY . FU t TjGU ASKeD BL jCR WOULD 
HE OBJECT TO THE-^Y. BLOCH ANSWERED NO AND THE JUDGE 
COUTINUjlD THAT HE BELIEVED IT WAS PART OF THE INHERENT 
POWER OF A JUDGE TO GRANT A STAY. BLOC i THEN TALKED 
ABOUT THE IMPORTANCE OF THE -lAT^RIAL PASSED BY THE 
ROSENBERGS AND KAUFMAN tJE MIN djsU HIM THAT THE SAME REPORT 
OF THE J 01 NT COMMITTEE SEATED THAT THE INFO GIVEN BY 


\pp overt 


Sent.. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
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Transmit the following Teletype message to: 


PUGHS AND GREENGLASS HAD EXPEDITED THE RUSSIANS IN 

SECURING THE ATOM BOMB* BLOCH AGAIN REVERT TO THE 

KOREAN WAR AND THE JUDGE REPLIED THAT ADLAI STEVENSON, 

A GREAT STATESMAN, STATED THE SOLUTION OF THE KOREAN 

WAR LIES IN MOSCOW AND THE JUDGE CONTINUED THAT THUS 

MOSCOW WAS THE CAUSE OF AGRESSION IN THE KOREAN WAR. 

BLOCH THEN DISCUSSED THE SENTENCE METED OUT TO THE 

ROSENBERGS AS AGAINST THE SENTENCE METED OUT T'0 OTHERS 

, ■ ; 

SUCH AS MAY, FUCHS, AX ,'S SALLY, TOKYO ROzt.. XaUFMAN 
STATED THAT .’HAT THE PEOPLE WERE TRAFFICKING, IK 
REFERRING TO AXIS SALLY AND TOKYO ROSE, WAS NOT ATOMIC 
INFO AND SO IN SOME GASES TREASON CAN BE LESS SEVERE 
THAN ESPIONAGE* BLOCH ARGUrJ; ABOUT THE MORALE EFFECT 
OF TREASON WITH THE ARMED FORCES. BLOCH - THEN STATED 
THAT THE ROSENBERGS ASKED FOR JUSTICE NOT ME HOY AND 
KAUFMAN TOLD HIM THAT THEY GOT JUSTICE. BLOCH IYER BEGAN 
A DRAMATIC AND HISTRIONIC PLeA TO THE JUDGE FOR o^ENCY 
REMARKING THAT HIS ACTION IN NOT REDUCING THE SENTENCE 
MAY EFFECT OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH OUR ALLIES* AND THAT 
HIS ACTION MAY ALTER THE COURSE OF HISTORY AND ENDED. 

BY ADMONISHING THE JUDGE i^UOTE DON’T BE A J UjjGK THAYER 
IJN^UOTEv IT IS HO TED THAT BLOCH WAS REFERRING TO JUi_GK 


Mjpro'/oJ:; 


M Vor... 


Special Agent in Charge 


Sent. 



FD-86 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


12 


Transmit the following Teletype message to: 

THAYER MHO IMPOSED THE DEATH PENALTY ON SACCO AND 
VANZgTTE. AFTER RECESS FOR LUNCH LANE OPENED THE 
ARGUMENT FOR THE GOVERNMENT REMARKING THAT THE ONLY 
COMMENTS HE HAS SEEN RECENTLY ABOUT JUDGE THAYER HAVE 
BEEN IN THE COMMUNIST PRESS. HE THEN LIKENED JULIUS 
AND ETHEL AS PROFESSIONAL SPIES AND NOTED THAT THE 
REMARK THAT THIS WAS NO TIMS TO BE SOFT WITH HAHDBOILeD 
SPIES. THE GOVERNMENT'S ARGUMENT WAS FINISHED BY 

t 

AUSA KILSHEIMER WHO REFERRED TO THE LETTERS WRITTEN 
BY MANY INDIVIDUALS AND’ MADE PART OF THE MOVING PRESS. 
HE CHARACTERIZED THESE LETTERS fAS BEING WITHOUT WEIGHT 
SINCE MOST OF THEM STATED THEY HAD NOT READ THE RECORD 
AND DWELLED AT LENGTH ON THE LETTER OF -DR. UREY. AT 
THE END OF THE HEARING KAUPMAN STATED T HATCHS WOULD BE 
GUIDED BY THE EVIDENCE AND THAT HE WOULD BE GUIDED BY 
WHAT BLOCH AND THE GOVERNMENT COUNSEL HAD STATED. 

COUNT THEN RECESSED. BUREAU WILL BE ADVISED OF THE 
JUDGE'S DECISION WHEN IT IS HANDED DOWN. 


Approved _ 

Special Agent in Charge 
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X BUREAU OF IHV* 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE NEW YORK, 
AIRTEL ■■■ JANUARY 5 



Tranent thp following Teletype message BUREAU ^ 
JtfLIUS^ROSENBERG, ETAL; ESP. R. REBUTEL JAN TWO 1 



. Tracy 

Mr. Laughlm, 
Mr. Mohr 


Mr. Winterrowd- 

Tele. Room 

Mm Holloman — 
Miss Gandy — 


RETREAT! PERMISSION REQUESTED TO FURNISH USA, SDNY WITH REPORjDgL 
'V'\oF BA ROBERT F. ROYAL, N.Y., DATED JUNE THREE FIFTYTWO, 

^ u» 

SEPTEMBER THREE FIFTYTWO AND DECEMBER ONE FIFTYTWO, ENTITLED 
"MAXWELL F IKE) STONE, WAS.; ESP R, INTERNAL SECURITY ACT 
NINETEEN FIFTY" AND REPORTS OF SA ROYAL, N.Y., JANUARY EIGHT 
FIFTYTWO, AUGUST TWENTYFIVE FIFTY TV/O AND NOVEMBER SEVENTEEN 
' FIFTYTWO ENTITLED "ALFRED EPAMINONDAS SARANT, WAS., ETAL; . 
ESP , R" AND SUMMARY REPORT OF SA PETER F. HAXSON, ALBANY, 



MARCH TWENTYSIX FIFTYTWO ENTITLED "LOUISE ROSS SARANT, WAS.; 




^ALL ISJOWWIOS COBTAISro 
HT.REIH IS UNCLA^ s • 

DATE 



3 - 


i eau 



BOARDMAN 




i - 65-15360 

1 - 65-15735 


RFH:FC (#6) 

65-15348 , 

♦ 
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CC: MR. RKLZ&OtiJ 


DOM. UiTEh. DlVlSlOlTT 
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FBI 

/ 

IfiECTOR 


NYC 


TELETYPE 

12-22-52 


>lr. Tol^ 

Kr. LsM 
Mr. Nichols, 

Mr. B*1rr ^ 
Mr. CleggVL— ^ 
Mr. Gla'*in 
Mr. Harbo. 

Mr. Rosen. 


8-03 


PM JJW 


Mr. Tracy 

Mr. Laughlin 

Mr. Mohr — 

Mr. WinterrowcL 

Tele. Room 

;r. EoHoman — 
Gandy 


URGENT 


/ 


UR.-& 



JULIUS ROSENBERG, ET AL, ESP-R. HEARING ON APPEAL FROM ORDER OF 
JUDGE RYAN HELD DEC. TWO TWO AT CCA. BLOCH AND MEYER ORALLY ARGUED^ 
SUBSTANTIALLY SAME AS THEY ARGUED BEFORE JUDGE RYAN AND THEIR ^—/ 


BRIEFS IN CCA COVER SAME POINTS AS PREVIOUSLY. NO NEW POINTS 




WERE RAISED. JUDGE SWANN ADJOURNED COURT UNTIL JAN. FIVE NEXT. 


USA BELIEVES DECISION WILL NOT BE HANDED DOWN UNTIL DEC. TWO NINE. 
N0~ FORMAL REQUEST FOR STAY OF EXECUTION. BLOCH TOLD COURT THAT IN 


EVENT THE DECISION OF JUDGE RYAN WAS AFFIRMED HE WOULD APPLY TO 
SUPREME COURT FOR CERTIORARI. QUESTIONING OF. BLOCH AND MEYER 


BY BENCH INDICATED NO SYMPATHY OR CONCURRENCE WITH ARGUMENTS PROPOUNDED 


BY EITHE R. REBUA1RTEL DEC. EIGHTEEN LAST. LIAISON HAS BEEN 
ESTABLISHED FOR LONG PERIOD OF TIME WITH WARDEN DENNO AT SING SING. 
IN EVENT EITHER OF THE .ROSENBERGS EVIDENCE ANY DESIRE TO COOPERATE 
WITH GOVT, WARDEN WILL IMMEDIATELY ADVIS/ JHIS OFFICE. BUREAU 
WILL BE ADVISED OF DEVELOPI 

. 

BOARuiiAfl 20 




EDIATELY ADVISE THIS OFFI CE. BUREAU 

— - -wo 1 .1 tgssrtftm . . n rA 




*• -**!»■ ' 5,953 


. 001 Jta iZU ioKT 

y K~****^?&*x&gt*> 
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STANDARD FORM NO.. C4 


Office AlefflOt dnduwi • united siJtes government 


TO I THE DIRECTOR 
FROM I D* if. Ladd 


h 





DATE: 

December 29, 1952 


SUBJECT: JULIUS AND ETHEL ROSENBERG 


and 


Judge iruin^&au/wan of New York called for you 
in your absence was transferred to me* 


He was very much perturbed over the pressur 
being brought to bear to lighten the sentence of the 
Ros enbergs * Be stated "they have really turned the 
pressure on full scale — they are bothering me and my 
wife at my home*" I asked him for the nature of the 
disturbance and he stated his wife has received several 
phone calls; that obviously the persons calling did not 
identify thems elv es, but asked her to use her influence 
on the Judge in an effort to have the sentence lightened , 
and he likewise has received numerous pleading letters* 

He stated he has not received any threats, either by 
tel ephone or in the letters, but that the pressure was 
H like thejVhinese water treatment *” 

The Judge stated he was worried only because of 
the chi Idren; . that he was wondering whether he should 
request the New York Police Department to station an 
officer near his home* He thought this would ease his 
wife's mind with reference to the children* I told him 
I could see no obje ctinn to having the New York Police 
Department assign a police officer to the vicinity of his 
home if he felt it would ease his wife's mind* 

Judge Nauftnan just wanted to talk this over with 
someone , and had ~no par ticular problem to raise • 

Subsequently, SAC Boardman of the ‘ New York Office 
called me and advised he had just received a call from 
Judge Nau.fr.an who stated he had talked with the Bureau 
and wanted to know if Boardman would call Commissioner 
Monaghan of the. New York Police Department and advise 
the Commissioner that the Judge would' like to have a 
patrdbnan stationed near his house fjir he next few days * 

I told i^r. Boardman I could see no ‘objecil {.<& ftp his 
making this call in accordance with the request of the 
Judge. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 
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Mf7 Giatfin.. 
Mr. Havbo... 

Mr. i?j$en 

Mi-. Tracy ... 
Mr. Luu±.hli; 
Mr. Mohr — 
Mr. Winterr. 
Teltv iloom._ 
B£r. Hollonuu 
Jfca® C^andy_ 


Hon* John Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D*C. 


Dear Edgars 


years ago I repre — b 
id o r npany , ' owned by a 

fast, frie anH decency, and I JC 

-£g£g?^ that the emplo yees who made the 

s^^y|^nt. spy faajp. Before the NRLB I was 
faced with wfiose behavior in ex- 

plicable ?.t cne time* The matter even came beforc^^^HH^J^^Hwho was 
then in OPA* I felt at that time that because X w^^^^s^^5^^^omj.ninist 
infiltration in labor unions, that a particular crudge was being evidenced 
against me, and I advised other counsel for a court 

proceed|M_^|^retained lim The case went up through the 
courts unabl^t^overcom^Tne record which the NRLB had 
made. This record, in raj- opinion, was peculiarly distorted and possibly 
because of the inter— relation sh ip of the persona above named# 

I thought it migh t be of value to you to J^a ve this informati on . 

AS JfgHLJfolgpj al though the source must Ve held anonymous both in so far 

as the client and myself are concerned*. * 


bU> 

b7C 
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I have noted with interest the 
data contained In your letter of Dec ember 96, 
loot, and am deeply appreciative of your 
thoughtful neec in furnishing this information 
to **• 


Sincerely, 



iT.T.itwC^norcwwisro 

55 
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comp an j 

s of^tnve~ Company who had made trouble 
fo^^^hefore the WLHB were the Greenglaseee . 
ImKKKmelieved that it would be of value to have 
^XfoTnformation In our /lies.* 

i rWt ith ?Obvl ouely referring to Eth& %o center g, 
ns^sStTO 0 ngl a ayjf o o n ^ mplpyed 
TyHMl I #.» cpyip a ny from »HB[|^H||V^Snc2 ^acoorjling 
to tjfjbr^ation developed oy your ofjgpe^ Ac it vely 


Zl&M 14195? 


TlU. 

MIm 



jifcrttotpfbtetf In employees 1 strike against tfr|8*’ 
company . fWr your information* ^ =: * -= # 

' ' £2. £r> o 

65-58236) ", - v 

^ D tfOW^^ rfb 
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Director, PBI 

SAC, New York (65-1534.8) 

JTJLIuPrOSENBERG, ET AL 
ESP — R 

(USDJ IRVING R. KAUFMAN) 


GOVERNMENT 

DATS: 1/10/53 

z<\c 4- sr 

■ 'firf) 9-/ 


■s.qs-if' y f 

JVidge KAUFMAN advised on 1/9/53* that he was leaving 
for Florida cm 1/12/53 for a three week vacation, la Palm 
Beach, Fla. 

He stated that he was very satisfied with the arrangements 
that have been effected through this office with the NYCPD 
for the protection of his family and himself. He sta ted tha t a 
police officer has been stationed outside his house and that a 
police woman is stationed in his apartment’ from k;00 p.m. to 
10:00 p.rn. each day. 

He made available a letter sent to him by MORTON SOBELL 
from Alcatraz Prison. This letter requests the Judge to reduce 
SOBELL* s sentence to seven or five years. It will not be 
answered by the Judge. 

A copy of this letter is being secured and will be forwarded 
to the Bureau under the case of ” MO RT ON SCHELL, ES? - R." 
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jj 3c| Xn connection vitft tfce plea /or clemency by Julius 

bnd Ethel Rosenberg, I thought that you might desire to have 
Jr^Sbt this time a concise summary of the pertinent data in our 
| ^Spilea concerning their espionage activities . fou will recall 
j \S pat through the admissions of Barry Bold concerning his 
j | iopionape mission to Albuquerque $ Bern Mexico, in June , 1945 , 
u i&^ai/id Greenglass was identified as a Soviet espionage agent* 

3 j^dnieeione made by Greenglass and his wife , Ruth, resulted in 
w ]r the identification of Julius and £tilei Rosenberg as the persons 
to whom David and Ruth Greenglass were responsible * jOv 

BY JUwT WJ 

TBE ROSENBERG- GREENGLASS ESPIONAGE CONSFIRACT Idhtf&L _ 


Enowledge of the espionage activities of Julius and 
Jthel Rosenberg first cane to the; attend on of Ruth Greenglass 
in November, 1944, when she tons preparing to visit her husband, 
David, a soldier stationed at Los Alamos* Prior to her departure 
from New fork City, she visited the Rosenbergs • Julius Rosenberg 
told her that he and his wife, Ethel, had, discontinued their open 
affiliation with the Communist party because he had always wanted 
to do more than be just a Communist Party member* Be stated he ^ 
had searched for two years and had made contact with a group * 
t&fouoft whom he could dtrectly help Russia * . Be then told Ruth ^ 
that her husband, David, was working on the atom bomb in Mew 

f 'esieo* Be requested her to ask David if he would make scientific 
n formation available to the Russians * She was reluctant to do 
of, but under urging from David** sister, Ethel Rosenberg , she 
agreed to ask David » / 



/ * • 

V t Prior to her departure, Julius Rosenberg gave Ruth 
Greencfaqo about $ ISO to help financed he trip * She arrived 
in Albuquerque the last part of JfofymBer, 1944, and told her 
'husbdjtd of her conversationists the Qpsenbergs* David at 
first tofused and if then a^jyedd to.fwflAish dftta available to 

RjLtmk jF* >. * a LS’^sj3(aA 
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hi* at £od Alaaoe concernihjTthe worfr going on w to product on 
Atom Bomb* Me furniehed to her for delivery to Rosenberg the 
nomen of tome of the personnel at £oe Alaaoe whom he believed 
mere ideologically exited for development e# eourcee by the 
Soviets * Me explained to her the physical 30t-up at toe Alamoe * 

In January 1M5, jtovtd arrived I* Sew Torfr City os 
/vrjough# Vuiius Rosenberg came to hie apartment and requeeted 
David to writs up in detail ail ef the experiments and work 
known to David at toe Alamoe, and requeeted eketcheo of the 
lene molds used 0 a the Atom Bomb* Rosenberg eatd he would 
be back the following morning to pick up the aatertal* After 
the material was prepared, Rosenberg called at the apartment 
and took the information * Svth Greenglaee commented on David 9 e 
poor handwriting and Roeenberg eatd that hio wife, Sthel, would 
type up the report* That night the Gresnglasses went to the 
Roeenberg apartment for dinner* Present was Anne Sidorovich, 
who was introduced by Jultus to the Oreenglaeeee « After Anne 
Sidarvvlch left the apartment, Ruth mentioned to Bthel that she 
(Sthel) looked tired and pthel replied that between typing up 
material that Julius received and caring for her child, e he did 
get tired * 


During the evening, Julius got out the side of a 
Jello box and cut it into two parte* Me handed one part to 
Ruth and said that Anne Sidorovich would be given the other 
part and would contact the Greenglasses in either Denver or 
Albuquerque to receive data developed by David Oreenglaee * 
Barry Gold, however, made the contact with the Gresnglasses 
in Albuquerque In June, 1946, and ueed the side of the Jello 
box as a recognition signal * Be also gave $ 600 to Greenglaes 
for the information which David provided to Ala* 0 old has re- 
lated that he received instruction to contact' Gresnglass from 
Me Soviet espionage superior Anatoli A* TakoVleo, a Soviet 
Consulate official in Bew fork City • Iakovlev gave Gold the 
box side and f 600 for transmittal to Greenglaes * Jakovlev 
also instructed Gold to pick up atomic energy data from Blaus 
puchs, then at Los Alamos* Gold turned over to Tafcovlev the 
information ho had' obtainod from both Pucks and Greenglaes* 



Cmi} 


Greenglaes also stated that during a furlough In 
Bew fork City , Rosenberg arranged for Greenglaes to meet an 
individual in a oar* This individual questioned Greenglaes 
about a high explosive Is no which was being experimented upon 
at Los Alamos * Sreenglaee, because of the'darkness in the cor, 
has been unable to identify this individual* 

w 
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Oreenglass had a furlough in September, 1945, and 
returned to Sew fork City* Julius came to hto house for in- 
/ormotion and David informed him that he had a pretty good 
. . description of the Atom Bomb* Under Juliue 9 instruction, 

David prepared tfcio material dnd took it to tb* Bosenberg 
apartment . The preparation of t*ia report took from three 

sit hours * later , he turned tMa material over to Bosenberg, 
T' and the siatarl<zl contained sketches of the Atom Bomb* Julius 
gave the material to his wife sthel, mho prepared the report 
in the presence of tfct Oreenglasses and Julius . The handwritten 
nstes exclusive of the sketches were then destroyed. ^^300 Vat , 
furnished to David Oreenglass by Julius . WjJG&Mfl 

Xn about February, 1950, »fcet Fuchs mas arrested it' 
Fnnland, Rosenberg told Oreenglass that Oreenglass would havo 
to' leave the country, because Fuoh 9 e arrest would lead to the 
arrest of Fuoh's contact . Then Odd was arrested in May, 19o0, 
Bosenberg gave Oreenglass $ 1,000 it leave the United States 
and a few days later an additional $4,000 with i nstructi one 
pn hew Oree nglass should travel it Mexico and from there to 
Ceschoslcvakia. 


! '* 

Barry Sold has also advised that he luont to Slmhurst, 
Long Island, for a prearranged meeting with a Soviet superior 
on the first Sunday in February, 1950 . Be was to meet a nan 
who was to have a cigar in his mouth. Bo one contacted him 
but he observed a man wit* a cigar in his mouth walk by him. 
Odd has identified this individual as Julius Bosenberg. 


Xn September, 1945, while Sthel Bosenberg was typing 
up the Oreenglass material tentioned heretofore, Julius told 
David that he, Julies, had taken a proximity fuss when he was 
working at Emerson Sadie Company which was highly secret at 
that time, and he had given it tp the Russians. 



After Bo rid War II was ended, Rosenberg requested 
Oreenglass to try to continue his employment at Los Alamos 
in a civilian capacity* Oreenglass declined. Rosenberg also 
attempted to persuade Oreenglass to become a student of nuclear 
physics at Massachusetts Institute of Technology or the University 
sf Chicago at Laotian expense it ardor to make contacts in tbta 
field and obtain information for the Russians • 



From 1946 to 1949, Oreenglass was ass 
Rosenberg in business. During this period, Roeei&etg' told 
Oreenglass that he had people going to school / that he had 
people in upstate Hew togk and in-Ohto giving him information 
for the Russians and mentioned he had another contact at General 
Electric }n Schenectady, ffew York. 
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Late in 1947, Rosenberg told Greenglass about a sky 
platfor m project and Rosenberg said he reoeived this information 
from n one of hie boye *" Rosenberg also said that he had a way 
of communicating with the Russians by putting material or 
messaged in the alcove of o theatre • Y^lKf&CRET 


■i- 


Tor photographic work in c onneotton wtth^Xis espionage 
activities, Rosenberg told Greenglass that he used two apartments, 
ons in Greenwich Village section of jtew Tork City and the other 
in the vicinity of 18th Street and Avenue 8, Mew Tork City * 


imtMXlS TrroSMATJ QM Ami.^JMM. 8Q3M8.EM 

Elisabeth Bentley advised that during her association 
with Jaoob Solos, her former espionage superior, that she became 
aware of the fact that Colas knew an engineer napted " Julius " and 
that he obtained information from "Julius*" In the Mall or in 
December of 1948, an individual named "Julius" who was the leader 
of a Communist cell of engineers was turned over to Jacob Colas 
to be developed in Soviet espionage » Valina" was to be the 
oontact between Colas end the group / Bentley believed this call 
engineers was capable of development * The first two meetings 

that Qolss had with "Jultus" were held in the early evening on 
the lower east side of Mew fork City • Bentley accompanied 
Colos to the scene of the meetings remained in his auto- 

mobile* She saw Qolos conferring with "Julius" on the street 
bu^t at some distance * Qolos tolc Bentley that " Julius " lived 
in Knickerbocker Village in Mew Tork City * Bentley described 
” Julius " as being about five feet,' ten or eleven inehea in 
height, elim ana wearing glasses * Investigation disclosed 
that from 1948 on Julius Rosenberg resided at 10 Monroe Street, 
in whtthis known as Knickerbocker Village * Julius Rosenberg 
is five feet ten inches tall, slim and wears glasses* Bentley 
has been unable to make a positive identification of "Julius* 1 * 


Max Elitcher advised on August 9, 1950, that Morton 
Sobell had mentioned that Rosenberg once said he had spoken to 
Elisabeth Bentley on the telephone although she did not know 
who he was* David Qreenglass also stated Rosenberg told hi n 
that he, Rosenberg, knew Jacob Colos and that Bentley probably 
knew him ( Rosenberg )* 
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Informant * i 


Jerome Eugene Tartakow, Confidential Informant, 4)hose 
identity has not been disclosed, was a fellow inmate of Julius 
Bosenberg at the federal Bouse of Detention, New fork City, during 
the time Bosenberg was an inmate there • Tartakow voluntarily 
furnished information concerning conversations hs had with 
Bossnberg during this period* The information furnished by 
Ibrtafcow which relate* to other persons involved with /ulius 
Bosenberg is set out under their individual captions * Certain 
of the information furnished by Tartakow has been corroborated 
hut the great bulk of his information cannot bs corroborated^ 
due to the lack of cooperation on the part of the Bosenberge^^^m 

Bosenberg stated that he had plenty of money hut 
only he or his wife had acoese to it, Rosenberg said he did 
not flee the United States as he had to " take care of " some 
friends hut if he had had another week he could have escaped* 

In speaking of the death penalty, J?oeenhery stated "he had 
played the game and lost and would have to take the results 

Bosenberg stated that there were two units operating 
in the Mew fork area and that he had headed one unit and two 
men headed the other unit * Be said one was in Europe at the 
time of his, RoovKbe rg**, a rrest and the other fled one week 
after hie arrest* 

Bossnberg stated he had no direct connection with 
the American Communist Tarty but that he did "extra-legal work," 
Bosenberg indicated it had taken a long time to get into under- 
ground activities and that the breaking up of the Canadian spy 
rtrig had caused him to loss contact for almosjt two years * 
Rosenberg, as an illustration of the time needed to build an 
organisation, told of a young ooupls In a aid-foot city to whom 
he gave money to operate a business as a front and said during 
his recent operations this man operated as a go-between f or §$g£3*m 
the transmission of microfilm to Bossnberg for further tran^^E 

Bosenberg also explained how he had meetings with his 
Russian contacts and the prearranged signals such as marks on 
store windows, standing in front of theaters, stuffing tobacco 
tn his pipe and how he had discovered a hole in the floor of 
a theater which was thereafter used by him as a depository fo 
the transmitting of information 9 Bosenbsrjp name 4hhl± Buss 

* itfflX f 
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contacts os Alex , Henry and Dennis Aut did not farther identify 
these persons • Rosenberg also related how he had contacted a 
Russtan superior in a railroad station in an unnamed city and 
Aad passed information to At* by switching Arie/-coeee* He 
also described 0 meeting with a superior wht 14 ^driving in a 
cor with Horton Sob ell on long Island • floeen feerg said he had had 
contact with a Russtan several tines a month* 

? Rosenberg stated tAat if At* wife, Sthel, were released 
she could siafre contacts as "she ts o very capable per eon, one 
thoroughly checked by my friends , as all ths wives of agents 
ore ond one »Ao Aoe osefeted me on many of my projects • 

Rossnberg indicated he had $7,000 in caeh and a leioa camera 
in his apartment at the time Ae was first questioned by federal 
Bureau of Investigation Agents (funs Id, 1050) but he refused 
to oonoont td o eeoroA* The following morning Ethel removed 
the money and the camera in a shopping bag and tool ** *• **£ 
oportsient of a Communist Party member in lickerbocker Villa 

Rosenberg said during the ®eeA end of July 4 9 1949, 
he had epent 17 hours in company witA William Perl and two 
other men photographtng material in tAe Rosenberg apartment 
which material had been taken from (TolunAia 
William Perl t who will be referred to he re i nafte r 

j JY TOR HA TI OK CGxC&RNIKC OTHER ASSOCIATES 0 F J-LXUS 3QSTNB_fMG 
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Ii^oraotton rcceioed from Ilisabeth Bentley , David 
Oreenglaee. Max XlitcAer and ferome Tartahcw reflects that 
fulius Rosenberg Aad otAer persons involved wit A Af® wAo were 
engaged in espionage activities » Information concerning certain 
associates of fulius Rosenberg to being eet forth hereinafter, 
as developed by investigation, toAioA connects uario uo perso ns 
with fulius Rossnberg and his espionage activities ♦ pg 


Max Blitchsr, a classmate of fulius Rossnberg at the 
College of the City of Hew fork, was employed as an electrical 
engineer m Bureau of Ordnance , Department of the Havy, rooMnyton^ 
B.C.* from 1936, to 1943 • XlitcAer oduieed Agents of the federal 
Bureau of Xnuoetfyotf on on fuly 91, 1950, tAat futiu9 Rosenberg 
visited him at hie residence, 247 Delaware Avenue, Southwest, 
Washington, D*C*, in ths Summer of 1944, and requested him to 
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obtain reporto and blueprints • - - ■ _ A . * . • 

Bureau of Ordnance and give them to Rosenberg for tranantttal 
to Bu89ia • Elitcher otated that Boeenberg contacted him at 
leaot nino timea during the next three yeara on which occasions 
he attempted to persuade Elitcher to obtain information for 
Ma. Aoeerdtng to Slltoher, In early 194B. ft# teld Boeenbery 
ihnt ft* 4 *fintt 0 ly would not ceoperote mith him. Blitener 
etated that he never furittehed Boeenberg any information. 

SI i taker etated that he , Sliteher, woe a Cornu nitt forty member 
from 1939 to 1943 9 


flitoher etated that Moaenberg told him Morton Sobell 
woa working with fttn or woo *fn thlo i^ith me" or used sows 
phraee indicating that Sobell wae cooperating with Boeenberg 
in obtaining information for the Bueeiana • 


Elitoher etated that prior to September, 1943, and 
oooin in 1949 , Morton Sobell aeked hi» if he knew ef any 
engineer a who might be approached to engage in espionage 
aotivities, Elitcher etated he adviaed Sobell that he did 
not know anyone • 


Elitcher advised that at the 4nd of June , 1946, when 
he had decided to quit hie Job at the Bureau of Ordnance, 
Boeenberg expressed disappointment and attempted to persuade 
ftttt to remain with the Bureau of Ordnance a a they needed 
e one one to work in the Jfavy Department « Elitcher said Boeenberg 
told him he had made elaborate plane for someone to maintain 
contact with Elitcher in Washington , Dm C* 


Elitcher stated that in July, 1943 , while visiting 
at the home of Sobell in Flushing, Bern fork, Sobell told him 
that ho had some "good material" for Rosenberg, Elitcher oh- 
served Sobell put a 35 milltmeUr film can in hie ooat pocket • 
They drove to the lower oast aide , to Catherine Slip JStreet, 
and Sobell left the car for about fifteen minutes* 7ho« he re- 
turned he oatd he had seen Rosenberg « Sobell stated that 
Rosenberg had Juat told him he once spoke with Elisabeth 
Bentley on the telephone, but that she did not hrcow who he 
was, and, therefore, there was nothing to worry about • 


tw*» 





IW tt to 




florton Sobell 

j|i referred to (n the foregoing, Maw Mttcher, former 
classmate of Julius Rosenberg and Morton^Sobell t adviaed Federal 
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cooperating with, Rosenberg in 
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uly 21, 1 950, *' a 
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his espionage aotivlttes • 
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Slttcher advised that in about the mtddle of 1946, 
and on several occasions ouboofuent thereto. Sobell asked 
him to obtain reports or pamphlets on the uark 66 project 
which Slitcher was then working on In the Bureau of Ordnance, 
Department of the Navy, Washington, D*C* Slttcher stated he 
put Sobell off and never furntshed htm any reports or pamphleto • 

Slttcher advised that Sobell, on several occasions 
subsequent to 1947, made arrangements for Slttcher *s future 
discueetons with Rosenberg In c onneotton with the latter 9 e 
efforts to reorutt Slttcher into the espionage network* 

Ae previously stated, Slttcher was visiting Sobell f o 
horns, tn July, 1948, was informed by Sobell that ho had some 
"good mater tal* for Rosenberg, whereupon Slttcher cbserved 
Sobell put a can of 85 millimeter film into his pocket • They 
drove to Catherine Slip Street In New fork City where Sobell 
left the oar. Upon his return fifteen minutes latsr, he In- 
formed Slttcher that he had seen Rosenberg » 


It axis previously mentioned that prior to September, 
1948, and apain in 1949, Sobell asked Slttcher if he knew of 
any engineers who might be approached to engage in espionage 
activities* Slttcher stated he advised Sobell that he did not 
know of anyone * 



Officials of the Reeves Instrument Company, employers 
of Sobell, advised that Sobell failed to report to work after 
June 16, 2 950. This was the date of the arrest of David 
Greenglass on espionage charges in New fork City . Officials 
of the Corn Exchange Bank, fork Avenue, New Work City, advised 
that on June 21, 1950, Sobell withdrew $700 leaving a balance 
of $10*56 In the bank* Re normally carries a $600 balance * 
American Airlines reoords. La Quardia field. New fork, re- 
flected that Sobell, his wife, Nelen, hts stepdaughter, Sydney, 
and his son, Uark, departed for Uexieo on June 22, 1950 * American 
Airlines records In Mexico City reflected that the return trip 
portiono of the tiokete tesued In New fork were cooked in on 
July 22, 1950, In Iferfco City. 
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A s otatod in tfto foregoing , David Greengluss o dvised 
that a few days prior to tfce arrest of Barry Gold, May S3, 1950 9 
Boeenberg instructed him to go to Jfrxtco City immediately and 
gave him approximately $5,000 to defray the expenses of the 
trip to Mexico, from which point passage to Mir ope would be 
arranged ♦ 


' s « r , : 


So bell was located in Msxtcs City on August Id, I960, 
by the Mexican federal Security Police and woo arrested « Be ' > 

resisted the arresting officers in a violent manner and it wa* 1 
necessary to ou&duo him by a blow on the head* Be had steamship 
schedules in his possession for boat* leaving Mexico for Soyfh s 
America and Europe* On August ,19, 1950, Sobsll admitted to’ l 
federal Bureau of Investigation Agents tftat prior to leaving 
for Mexico he had signed over the title to his automobile to 
Edith Levitov of Arlington, Virginia . would 

sell it and furnish the proceeds to Ain* 


Blttcher advised he was induced to Join the Communtst 
Party in Washington, D*C*, by Sobell in 1939, and Sobell informed 
him that he, himself, was a member of the Communist Party * 


Sobsll was employed as on engineer by the General 
Electric Company, Schenectady, few fork, from June 15, 1943, 
to June IS, 1947, and had access to classified material, i n- 
eluding that on firs oontrol radar • Be was employed as an 
engineer by Beeves Instrument Company, Sew fork City, from 
June, 1947, to June 16, 1950 , oner had access to secret data * 

gill tarn Perl 



William Perl was indicted for perjury in the Southern 
Dtetriet of Sew fork on March 13, 1951, the charges growing out 
of fdlss statements ~made by him concerning hip association with 
Julius Boeenberg and other persons closely connected with Julius 
Rosenberg « Perl was a classmate at the College of the Ctty of 
Sew fork, in the Engineering School, with Joel Barr, Morton 
Sobell and Rosenberg* Perl began employment with the Rational 
Advisory Committee for Aeronauti cs in 1939 and was assigned to 
Langley field, Virginia, from 1939; to 1944, at which time he 
was trono/orrod to Cleveland* Be remained employed by the 
national Advisory Committee for itfronaotict at Claooland until 
September, 1950 + witfc the exception of a period between 1946 
and 1943, when he was studying at Columbia Dniversity in Mew 
Tork City * During his employment wit* the Bational Advisory 
Committee for Aeronautics he had access tohtghly classified 
information , a ^ V/ 
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David Qreenglats ha 
Boeenberg told hi a fn September 


As stm gfc 

SSil 


k«i 


®P*CR£t 

d he helieoee ?u2ioo 
or October, 1946, 


that he had 

received from * one of Me boys n the ma the mati 08 inooloed in 
the construction of an atomic energy airplane motor , /eroae 
frrtafcew, on informant 0 / unknown reliability, otatee Boeenberg 
told him William Perl gave him the plane on " nuclear fission 
to propel airplanes," that Perl woe o brilliant ®an fn the 
field of aerodynamic*, and some of the material furnlehed to 
Boeenberg by Perl i eae "terrift c. " Dr, Abraham Silverstsin, 
Perl 9 e superior at the Motional Advi 80 ry Committee for 
Aeronautics fn Cleveland did have fn Me possession in the 
poll of 1949 a eecret aathematf oal analysis dealing with the 
99 Nuclear Energy for the Propulsion of Aircraft project p m 


David Greenglas* Has stated he learned from Boeenberg 
that Bosenberg had two apartments which were used for photographing 
material given to Soviet Intelligence# Greenplaeo loomed from 
Bosenberg that Joel Barr worked with Bosenberg fn Soviet espionage 
actiwitiee. An apartment ot $5 Morton Street , Mew York City , was 
located which had been rented by Alfred Sarant and in which 
Ear ant, Joel Barr and William Perl all lived at various times • 

The superintendent of this apartment house observed photographic 
type equipment in this apartment , Perl has admitted reeidfnp in 
this apartment through arrangements made by him with Uarr and 
Sarant, Max Elitcher states he attended social gatherings at 
this apartment attended by Bosenberg , Barr , Perl, 8arant and 
Morton Sobell , 


Perl, on July 87, I960, advised that on July 83, 1930, 
Vivian Classman, whom he had known as the girl friend of Joel 
Barr, contacted hi a at hie oportaent tn Cleveland, 8he wrote 
him a note in whioh.she said she had been instructed by a 
stranger to epeak to on oorona-Atfcol enyineej*' in Cleveland 
to give hi» money and instructions on how to leave the country 
for Mexico • She wrote that she had money for him , Perl claime, 
following her departure, he flushed the note down the lavatory 
bowl , As will be set forth hereinafter, Vivian Qlassnan has 
admitted making thte trip to Cleveland and contacting Perl, 
ot which time she offered him a roll of btlle she underetood 
to contain f 8,000 . 



Information was also secured from David Sreenglass 
that Bosenberg indicated to Mb In the Spring of 1949 that, he 
had an eepfonape contact who had been working on a dam project 
In Egypt and from whom Jfoeenberp hod borrowed money , The Hugh L • 
Cooper Company in Mew York City was engaged in work on the Aswan 
Dam Project in Egypt and Jiired Theodore Von 
certain pri nciples of aerodynamics involved 
of the dam* Von Earman in turn had William 
in doing some of the calculations • 

. SECURITY IX FORMATION - 

- 10 - 


Earman to work on 
in the construction 
perl worh under him 





SKCURI T7 Hi FORMATION - agEffiSffi M*Bi- 



4 l noted in the foregoing, Wtlltam perl, in a 
dtateaent to /ederal bureau 0 / Xnveetipotion Ayente, on 
/**3y 97. 1950. related that Flvian, fllaoanan utetted htn at 
hi* residence in Cleveland on July 2$, 1950, and in hand* 
written notation* advised htn she hod 0 eua of money for 
hfa and gave him instruction* for leaving the United State s, 
and that eon* reference was made to Sextos* 


Vivian Glassman confirmed the fact of her vlett 
to Perl on the a&oue date in an Interview with agent* on 
August 3, 1950. She explained that She did so at the re- 
quest of a man who was unknown to her, hut who came to 
her home on July 21, 1950, introducing himself as an ac- 
quaintance of Joel Barr . her former fiance, who l« euhee- 
quently identified in this memorandum * She stated that 
her unidentified visitor asked her to go to Cleveland 
to ulelt her friend, an aeronautical engineer, who was 
interested In her sister . She understood that he was 
referring to Milton Perl, d friend of her sister f s and 
the only aeronautt cal engineer she knew in Cleveland * 

Ber visitor asked her to tell Peri to go to Mexico, and 
gave her c roll of money which he said amounted to $2,000* 

After obtaining Perl f s address from her sister's corrc spondence, 
Glassman took a plane to Cleveland .the next day, obtaini ng 
reservations In the name of Urs . S * Goldberg, and took o 
rooa under the sl:c na»e at the Regent JTotel, In Cleveland . 

The /allowing day she visited Perl at his residence at 
€66 last 105rd Street, Cleveland * 

Glassman said she wrote notations, jit a pad 
furnished by Perl, giving him the instructions the 
stranger had given her concerning joing to Ifextco, 
and advising him she had money for him • She -said Perl 
t old her she must be oraxy to *et aixed up in such a 
deal, professed to know of no reason why anyone ■ should 
wont hi a to go to • Mexico and told her to return to 
Bew fork and waeh her hands of the whole affair* She 
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returned to Mew Tort* re trifling the money until the 
evening of July 27, I960, when ehe eta ted the untdentt - 
fied aon again Visited her apartment! after informing 
him of her contact with Perl, ehe returned the money 
to the etranger and he deported • She had no further 
contact wit* thte man* 


Vivian Classman, In the course of the inter- 
view on August S, 1950, eatd ehe woe very friendly with 
Juliue Rosenberg and hie wife, sot t*«a In 1945 , and 
frequently visited the Bosenbergk socially thereafter « 
She stated Julius Sosenberg had been in her apartment 
at jL 31 East 7th Street on several occasions, and said 
she was more friendly wltn Ethel Rosenberg than wtth 
Julius « 


In the course of the Inttrolow of August 8, 
1950, Vivian Classman acknowledged being acquainted 
with Alfred Sarant , identified In the foregoing * 
Questioned concerning a money order deposited in 
Sarant* s account in an Ithaca, Sew Tork bonk, Classman 
explained that ehe had sent money orders to him In 
payment of rent on the apartment at 65 Morton Street • 
This apartment, and its connection with Rosenberg 9 s 
espionage activity , have been previously referred to 
herein « Classman advised tfcat she considered taking 
over the apartment In question after Sarant moved out, 
and while making up her mind, paid the rent to Sarant 
in July and August, 1948 * It is noted, however, that 
money order 9864S7, issued on August 8, 1949, to 
Vivian Classman, was deposited to Saront 9 e account 
on August 11, 1949 * 

Mrs* Nathan Sussman, 56-55 205th Street, 
Boyside, Long Island, an admitted former member of 
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the Communist Party , stated she net Vtvian Glassman 
with Alfred Sarant and Joel Barr on at least two occasions 
in 1944 » She also stated oho net Vtvian Glassman at the 
hone of Suit u o and Sthol Roeenberg - 10 Monroe Street , on 
ono ooeaeion tn the early part of 1944* 

David Greenglass has identtfiod a photograph 
of Fioion Glassman, and has atated that he set her at 
Julius and Sthel Rosenberg 9 s apartment on several 
occasions in 1946 and 1947 • 


Stephen L* Javna , interviewed on August 17, 
1950, said he was visited in the Spring of 1946 at Me 
residence at 131 East 7th Street , Sew fork City , by 
Vivian Glassman, who, on that oooasion, was accompanied 
by Julius Rosenberg » 


Jerome Tartakow, who has been referred to in 
the foregoing , advised on January IQ, 1951, that he 
learned from Julius Rosenberg that the latter was con- 
cerned about inform lion given the government by c 
woman, who wc.s "on intimate terms with Ethel Rosenberg* 
Rosenberg, according to Tartakow, said this women 
travelled to a distant city to bring funds to a man 
there, eo that he could leaue the country , and for 
some reason the funds were refused by this man« The 
woman returned tccRew ] fork, and, according to this 
account, wae picked up by the government with the 
money * If this, in fact, referred to Vivian Glassman , 
tt ie not true, of course, that she was picked up 

with the »onev<ggBg& 

On April 5, 1951, Tartakow stated Julius 
Roeenberg told him that he had furnished his Russian 
contact with the none of Perl, among others, as a 
person to fee helped to flee the United States, and 
that hie contact selected Vivian Glassman as a 
courier for the Job, a choice whtch Rosenberg con- 
sidered unwise, since she was too wel l frnoton a s a 
Communist to be used in such oapax&ty , 
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In Mi stgned statement dated Inly 17, 1960, David 
Greenglase declared that after the arrest sf Barry Gold an 
May 23, 1950* Rosenberg attempted to persuade Greenglase and 
fits wife to flee from the United States ufa Hearico. Accord- 
ing to Greenglase, Rosenberg told ft Is that more important 
persons than Greenglase had left tft# country already, and 
said that Joel Barr had left the United States before Fuchs 
was arrested and la now working for the Russians In Europe* 

David Greenglass also stated that Rosenberg told 
him, probably in 1949, after Barr had left the United States, 
that Barr had gone to Europe to study music * In a later 
conversation, however, Rosenberg told Greenglase that Barr is 
actually using his music studies In Europe as a cover for hie 
espionage activities* 

Confidential Informant Jerome Tartakow, previously 
described, has advised tftat in a conversation isltft Rosenberg 
in the Federal Rouse of Detention in New lark City, Rosenberg 
stated there were two espionage units operating in New Iork 
City, that Rosenberg headed one of these units and that the 
other unit was headed by two men* Regarding these ton men, 
Rosenberg told the informant that one of them was In Europe at 
the time of Rosenberg 9 s arrest 

' ''4 

It will be noted that Rosenberg was arrested by the 
FBI on July 17, 1960* Joel Barr is known to have left the 
United States on January 21, 1943, for laris, France * Be 
disappeared from hts residence In laris on June 16, 1960 , and 
his present location is not known* 

Max Elitcher, elsewhere deeoribed as an admitted 
associate of Rosenberg, Aao stated that Barr was acquainted 
with Julius Rosenberg* Elitcher stated that ho was present at 
social gatherings at Apartment 6-1, 66 Morton Street, Mem Fork 
City, attended by Rosenberg, Barr , Alfred Sarant, William Perl* 
and Horton Sobell* 
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Alfred Sarant, elsewhere described as an associate 
of Rosenberg, stated tn an interview with the TBX in July, 
1950, that he assootated closely with Joel Barr beginning in 
1942. Sarant stated that Barr frequently visited his at his 
apartment at 65 Morton Street, that Barr had a key to that 
apartment, and that in 1946 when Sarant moved to Ithaca, Hew 
fork, he let Barr take over that apartment. Sarant stated 
Barr subsequently turned tAe apartment suer to Hilliam Perl, 
also identified as an associate of Rosenberg* 

Sarant also stated that he believed Joel Barr was a 
member of the Communist Party* 

It is also noted that Ttvtan Classman, elsewhere 
described as an acquaintance of Rosenberg, has stated that 
Joel Barr was formerly her fiance . 

A lfre d Sarant 

In his signed statement , dated July 17, 1950, David 
Qreenglass stated that Julius Rosenberg told him that he had 
two untenanted apartments tn Hew Tork City, one of which was 
located tn the Greenwich Tillage section , which were used for 
photographto activities of the Rosenberg espionage network . 

In vestigation to locate this apartment has revealed that this 
is probably Apartment 6-1, 65 Horton Street, which is in the 
Greenwich Village section of Hew Tork. This -apartment was 
leased by Alfred Sarant from October, 1943, to January 31, 
1950. Sarant himself vacated the apartment in the Fall of 
1946, when he moved to Ithaca, Hew Tork , but he thereafter 
allowed various of his friends to use the apartment, including 
Joel Barr, Wtlltam Perl and Vivian Classman, all of whom have 
been identified as associates of Julius Rosenberg . 

The superintendent of the premises at 65 Horton 
Street, Floyd Blwyn, Sr., advised that in 1944 when he had 
occasion to enter this apartment tn connection with his 
custodial duties, he observed that the apartment contained 
very little furniture. Be said there were, three iron single 
cots in the apartment, that the living room contained uork 
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Aenc&ee, a considerable gaantity 0 / electrical tool*, and that 
then were several black tool boxes in the closet * 71oyd Elwyn, 
Jr., son 0 / the superintendent, said that in the Winter 0 / 

1949 * 1950 when he entered the apartment he observed a reflector 
type flood bulb suspended from a wall bracket over the kitchen 
table which was in the living room , and that there was very 
little furniture In the apart&eat. 

Confidential Informant Jerome Tartakow, previously 
described, has advised that whtle Rosenberg was oonftned tn the 
Federal Bouse of Detention, lew Tork City, he confided to 
Tartakow tAat Alfred Sarant was n a member of his organisation . * 
The informant interpreted from this and other statements made by 
Rosenberg that Sarant was a Soviet espionage agent affiliated 
with the Rosenberg group * The informant also stated that 
Rosenberg told him he had made two trips to Ithaca, Bern Fork, to 
see Sarant and to make "pickups** The informant interpreted 
this to mean that Sarant was furnishing information to Rosenberg* 
Rosenberg described Sarant to the informant as "an extremely 
intelligent Mn »lLl k £jL oaid that Rosenberg thought 
a lot of Sarant 

Informant Tartakow also advised that In another con- 
versation he had with Rosenberg In the Federal Bouse of Detention 
in Mew Tork City, Rosenberg told At* that there were two 
espionage unite operating in Mew Tork City, and that Rosenberg 
headed one of these unite and that the other unit wa« headed by 
two men* Regarding these two men, Rosenberg told the informant 
that one of them was in Europe at the time pf Rosenberg f s arrest 
and that the other man had fled from this country one week after 
Bttenbtrg '• « rr «**ijigfppBpl 

It will be noted that Sarant fled from the United 
States to Mexico early In August, 1950* Rosenberg was arrested 
by the FBI in Mew Tork on July 17, 1950 * 

Sarant, upon interview by the FBI I* July, 1950, 
admitted being an acquaintance of both Julius and Ethel Rosenberg, 
stating he had first met them sometime between 1942 and 1945* 
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Sarant admitted membership in the Communist fa rip in 1943 - 
1944, in Mew fork Ctty, admttted being an acquaintance of 
rtllfoa Perl, and admitted close association with Joel Barr 
since 1941 . Me said he probably met Rosenberg through Barr* 


Sarant admitted having net tsftft both Rosenberg and 
Barr at hie apartment at 65 Morton Street , and said that Barr 
had a key to this apartment • Sarant also admitted that he, 
himself, had considerable interest and proficiency in 
photography and admitted having ftlm-development equipment and 
flood lamps in the Morton Street apartment • Me also said that 
Joel Barr had a Leica camera when Barr was residing with htm in 
that apartment * 

Sarant admitted that on one occasion Julius Rosenberg 
had propositioned htm but Sarant stated he "didn't bite*" 

Sarant then refused to furnish any further details concerning 
this " proposition , m and denied participating tn any espionage 
activities with Rosenberg * 

Sarant fled from the United States in August, 1950, 
shortly after Rosenberg was arrested by the FBI* Be was last 
known to ftaue teen in Mexico on August 13, 1950, and hts 
present location is unknown. 


Michael and Anne Sidorovtch 

Michael and Anne Sidorovich presently reside tn 
Cleveland, Ohio * David and Ruth Sreenglass identified Anne 
Sidorovich as having been tn the Rosenberg apartment in Mew 
fork City tn January, 1945, where the Oreenglasses were 
Introduced to feer« Subsequent to &er depart 1 ***® from the 
apartment, Rosenberg told the Oreenglasses tftat Anne 
Sidorovich would contact them In Denver or Albuquerque to 
secure the atomic energy data Greenglaas was to develop* 
Rosenberg gave to Ruth Greenglass a portion of the side of a 
Jells box, and said that Anne Stdoroviah would have the 
matching piece as a method of identification. Actually it. was 
Barry Cold who ultimately contacted the Sreenglasses I* 

tmsf 
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The Sidorovtches have dented engaging in eo ptonage 
activity under the direction of Julius Rosenberg* ** e */* r f* 
interviewed on July 96, 1960, Michael Sidorovtch indicated A# 
did not know Rosenberg; although he and Anne Sidorovtch later 
admitted a close friendship with Julius and 9thel flosenter#* 

Be said he had gone to Seward Park High School in Sew York City 
with Julius Rosenberg • Michael Sidorovtch admitted that he 
knew Julius and Ethel Rosenberg in Young Communist League 
activities in Mew York City prior to 193?, at which tine 
Sidorovtch went to Spain to fight for the Loyalists * 

It is of interest to note that according to Jerome 
f art akowL ref erred to previously , Rosenberg, while In tj* 
j Federal Bouse of Detention in Mew York Ctty, told him he 
advanced money to a young couple to open a frueines* In tft# _ 
Beet* Rosenberg said the mah had, gone to school with him ana 
had been in the Abraham Lincoln Brigade * According to 
Rosenberg this man had acted as a *go between" 
used to send microfilm from others to Sosenberg»^^^i^^m^^. 

Michael and Anne Sidorovtch have denied knowing 
William Perl who also resided in Cleveland * Perl has made a 
similar denial concerning the SidorovtcheSm Evidence Ao« been 

developed that in July, 1948, 4 and ^ P , rl 

purchased a used car in Cleveland, Ohio, anc that Nil 1 tam.< Perl 
accompanied them on $his occasion . They arrived at the home of 
the prospective seller, Mr * Robert E * Iflegerg In a sr.tburb of 
Cleveland in an automobile driven by William Perl » W<# 

evidence is one count in the indictment in the Southern Dtstrict 
of New York against William Perl* 

jgdward James Weinstein and Maxwell finejtone 

Jerome Tartakow, referred to prsviously, advised he 
learned from Rosenberg that the last person recruited by 
Rosenberg woe an individual who was living with another man, 
the son of a wealthy family * This latter person «Kia deocr ^d 
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by Rosenberg at ovming a hl$&r convertible Bui ck, 1940 or 1950 
model, i oh* had alto studied law and differed ideologica lly from 
hit family* Rosenberg alto indicated that the " recruit n Had 
borrowed tfte convertible Buick to drive hi a to Ithaca, Hew lirk, 
to tee Alfred Sarant and make a pickup of etpionage material* 

It tpaa Tartakow't understanding that this man alto was the »an. 5 
who contacted Tivian Classman after Rosenberg f t arrest and / 
instructed her to contact Ffllta:* Perl in Cleveland, Oht 0 . 
Tartakow advised that this wan assisted Rosenberg, Perl andy 
another man in photographing material for 17 hours tn t he r i 
Rosenberg apartment on the week of July 4 , 

Idward James Weinstein is the son of Joseph Weinstein, 
wealthy garment manufacturer tn lew fork City * Be attended 
Columbia University, School of Law, during the school year of 
1949 - 1950 but Hd not re-enter fn September, 1950 • Weinstein 
owned a 1949 convertible Buick which he sold on July 19, 1950, 
two days after Rosenberg f s arrest • Weinstein had hai a disagree 
ment with his father and moved into an apartment at 418 Past 9th 
Street, Few York City , which he . shared with Maxwell vine rtone 
from January to October , 1950. fine stone lived in an apartment 
at 65 Morton Street, .Vet York City , during the year 1949, which 
apartment was rente! in the name 0 * Alfred Sarant, as desert bed 
elsewhere herein . Seth ^ine stone and Weinstein reportedly 
refused to answer pertinent questions before a federal Grand 
Jury, Southern District of Few York . 


* * * 

In addition to the above an informant of known 
reliability who is not available to testify has advised 
Ju Hus Rosenberg operated a large network in the United States 
among whom were William Perl, vtch tel Siiorovich and 
Alfred Sarant • Rosenberg personally recruited agents who 
/w rntshed technical and scientific data tnclu iing data on the 
development of Jet planes and gutjei missiles* According to 
the informant Fthel Rosenberg was cognisant of her husband's 
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actiott,. The tnfor.atton 

juKu. and ».l »»»i o' a •/ other 

icktck weult enable the Hen tl/tc •< acttvitPfs during 

pertont involved in Soviet Intelligence ae ii£^g 8 |f J 

Jforld War IX • / 

TOM will note fro * the /Bre^otnp on that 

jxtll .e Rotenberg /ll/Ygld until °lsto, and that hit wire. 
Intelligence fro » at least “"*}! ha, Seen eho*n 

rthel, participate* j» HUiiertble available information to 

h Z refn J e t 0 ZtLr iniiviiwl* »‘re involved with Rosenberg, and 
•how that °ther lnaioiaunj.il w ^ , 0 ne 

t,Vat eriup to iate haoe been Horton 

prosecuted in this * UjQrii * rrittinal Division and the 

Sobell and David /^southern strict •/ 

tfntted 5t<Jte« Attorney * . j nion that intufftcf ent proofs 
Few Tork have ezprestei the p identity of inf creation 
particularly at to the na “ . tf aw iloMe to prosecute 

relating to the Sati ^ ^e if ao» Ts Yard fro* Julia* and 
others involved, t" the irvino Ha u titan characterised 

rthel. le t hiTZrZr,” Ye ho* indicated that were 

their cri .e • complete tiscloure he would grant 

the Hotei. berg* to aace “ «*/* h not 8een .'ft to So to. 
clr-ienci,. To date the -ooen *r»« »“»• 


way ha ue 
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Deputy Attorney General 

- Assistant Attorney General 
Charles 3a Hurray 
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Mrs* Tesste Greeny! ass g a other of Ethel 
Rosenberg, advised that she had visited Ethel at 
Sing Sing on January 5, last, for o&out one hour and 
a half. She stated that Ethel did Most of the talking 
and accused Vavtd and Ruth Greenglass of saving then- 
selves. Further '* she questioned her mother why she 
was not on her (Ethel's) side * Ethel stated she would 
never make any deal with the FBI to drag in innocent 
victims* Mrs* Greenglass asked Ethel what she could do 
and Ethel told her to see her attorney 0 Emanuel Bloch* 
lire • Greenglass advised that Ethel was calm and oolleoted 
and obviously glad to see her * 


On Mrs* Greenglass' return to Row fork Ctty she 
contacted Bloch and made' an appointment to vtett hln at 
hie office on January 6, last * On the latter date she 
talked to Bloch for two hours and asked Bloch uhat he 
wanted her to do* Bloch answered that hath Greenglass 
was shrewd and clever 9 had gotten under David's skin and 
' '• made him do what he did * Bloch asked her to visit David 

and make Mm "take out Afs heart to you . w Bloch offered 
to send Mrs* Greenglass to Lewisburg by automobile* How- 
ever s she told h t a she would go by train * &h<s stated 
that Bloch was very friendly to Aer and acted "like a 
real comedian*" She stated , "t wanted jto bust out at M* 
but kept my mouth shut." On January 7, Inst, she 
telephoned Bloch and advised Ala she would vfett David in 
a few weeks* 
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lire. Greenglass also advised that when she first 
entered Bloch's office , Bloch made a telephone call to 
Washington , D* C* $ and told someone that there was a mis- 
understanding in the oourt and that he believed he had 
until March Si, apparently referring to the tine to com- 
plete M* appeal to the United States Supreme Court for a 


writ of gertiorari* 
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Xfr«, Ore eng lass further advised that the would 
dee 0» John Rogge next week and try to work out a plan to 
•afro Ethel talk* She intends to too Ethel again within 
the next two weeks % She alto stated that when the proper 
tine oone8 ehe »iJJ Jet everybody know her attitude about 
Ethel and Bloch • She stated that there to no doubt that 
Ethel and Julius Rosenberg are guilty and that she wanted 
to ask Blooh, "ffher* do you think David got the $S t OOQP* 

The foregoing is for your information* 


oo - J • Mr* Boss l * Malone, Jr, 
Deputy Attorney Oeneral 

oc ~ 1 m Assistant Attorney General 
CharJce B* Murray 
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V static copy of the opinion of Jjidge IRVING R. KAUFMAN denying the 
application of JULIUS and ETHEJi^^SENi^RG^jin d e r Rule 35 of the 
Rules of Criminal Procedure for a reduction of the sentences of 
death which were imposed upon them by Judge KAUFMAN on 4/5/51* 
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IRVING R. KAUFMAN, D« J • • 

Haring virtually exhausted every avenue of 

judicial review of their convict lone, Julius and Ethel 

Rosenberg now move for a reduction of the sentences of death 

(1) 

which this Court imposed on April 5# 1951# subsequent to 

the conviction of the Rosenberg*, after trial by Jury, of the erln 


(1) Rule 35 of the Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure provide® 
Inter alia that: 

"The Court may reduce a sentence within 
60 days after • ♦ • receipt by the Court 

of a mandate Issued upon affirmance of the 
judgment or disairsal of the appeal, or 
within 60 day® after receipt of an order 
of the Supreme Court denying an application 
for a writ of certiorari*" 

(>g~~ ■Z'tfJSc,.. /<///. 


of having conspired between 1944 and 1950 to vlolata title IS, 
United States Code, Section 794, b y combining amon^ themselves 
and with others to communicate to the Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics documents, writings, etc*, relating to the national 
defense of the United States, 471 th Intent and reason to bell era 
that the matter transmitted would be used to the advantage of 
the Soviet Union* The government opposes the motion* 

The conviction has been examined and affirmed by 

the Court pf Appeals, (C.A.2,)} 195 F* 2d 5*3, rehearing denied 

(AfnH,ftfS (2) A 

195 F. 2d 6Q$£ The Suprmae Court declined to review the 
case, 344 U.S. $3$ (October 13, 1952). The defendants then 
applied to the Supreme Court of the United States for re- hearing 
on their application for certiorari which was also denied* 

344 U.S. SS9 (Kov. 17, 1952). 

Thereafter the defendants made an application to tne 
District Court to set aside the judgment pursuant to Title 2d, 
United Statee Code, Section 2255* I asked to be relieved of the 
neceeelty of hearing that application. Accordingly, the app- 
lication was heard by the Honorable Sylvester J* Ryan of this 
Court and was denied on December 10, 1952. An appeal was taken 


(2) The evidence vas well summarised in this opinion, 195 f * 
2d at 56U-590. 


from that decision to the United States Court of Appeals 
which unanimous!/ af flitted (Dee* 31, 1952J 

In response to this application , X have not onl/ 
heard counsel at great length and studied the def en&ants* 
petition but h&Te also re- studied the voluminous record of 
Che trial and refreshed ay recollection of the demeanor of 
the witnesses* Re-examining the question de novo, X sac 
again compelled to eonelude that the defendants* guilt • 
as found by the unanimous verdict of the Jury * was 
established beyond doubt* Hone of the so-called later 
discoveries or revelations which counsel contend create 
doubt of guilt touch the basic matters disclosed by the 
testimony of Ruth and David Ore angles e. Max Bliteher, 

Ben Schneider, and the other government witnesses, which 
the jury chose to believe and which points unadatahefely to 
the full and oonscloua participation of tho defendants in 
this conspiracy* On this application baseless charges of 
perjury have been hurled at several government witnesses* 

The Jury has already deolded this qusstlon to the contrary, 
so did my colleague Judge Ryan, so did the United States Court 
of Appeals* X am also convinced that these witnesses told 

' j* 

the truth* Therefore we observe several Judicial determination* 
attesting to the credence of tho challenged government witnesses 

The issue which now confronts this Court therefor* 

le whether, assuming the guilt of the defendants, and 

< * 

the overwhelming character of the evidence renders rfeeh 

*/ 

assumption inescapable, there nevertheless exist 


other consideration* which would warrant reduction of the 
sentence* 

The statute under which the Court Inpoeed aenteace 

(3) 

provides for a maximum prison eentenoe of 30 rears a 
or death* The Court was not empowered to impose a life 
sentence even if it had entertained such thought. 

At the tins of the original sentence X had the benefit 
of da/s of deliberation and stud/ of the record in addition 
to a vivid recollection of the conduct of the witnesses* Since 
the tine of tho sentences X hare had approximate!/ 21 months 
to reconsider f to re-examine the record t to meditate and 
search m/ conscience# Xt would be, Indeed, simple and less 
trying upon this Court wars X to dispose of the Rosenberge* 
application by reducing the sentences. I stated at the time 
of the original sentences (p# 245V) » 

■ • • • 'it is on!/ human to bs 
merciful and it is natural to 
tr/ to spare lives"* 


(3) A 30 /ear sentence would males the offender eligible for 
parole after service of one- third of his sentsnoe, !«•*# 
in 10 /oars* Title Id, United States Code, See* 4202* 


(4) Till* i*» Salted State* Coda. Be#. 794(b) t 

Httnw violates oufcaeotloa (a) la^tla# of war shall bo 
punished by death or by lnprleonasat for not «oro thaa 
thirty years. / 


The Court, however, has had a solemn trust 
placed In its hands by the people of this land and I « 
convinced that any change of these sentences by this 
Court, in the light of the evidence adduoed in this 
case, would be a violation of that trust* Devotion 
to duty and Justice must prevail over notion which could 
be attributable only to the emotions* 



We are dealing with the type of offense which 
is a crime of the mind and the heart* While the lsw 
under which the defendants Rosenberg were oonvicted does 
not recognize degrees of their offense, the court msy^ 
upon sentencing^ take that factor into consideration* 

Their traitorous acts were of the highest degree* They 
turned over information to Russia concerning the *Ost deadly 
weapon known to man thereby exposing millions of their 
countrymen to danger or death* 

The Kosenbergs were not minor espionage agents | 
they were on the top rung of this conspiraey. Juliue had 
direot contact with the representative of the foreign 
government, to wit, Takolev, a Russian Vice-Consul in 
Kew York City* He had contacts with other representatives 
of the U.S.S.R, He disbursed largs amounts of Russian 
espionage funds - for example the $5000* given to Oreengla as 
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to flee the Jurisdiction. Ho was always the principal 
recruiter for scientists and technician* and the guiding 
spirit of the conspirators. And at all tines Xthel Rosenberg, 
older in years, and wise in Communist dootrine, aided and 
abetted and advised her husband, "" 

Throughout history the orlzaes of traitors stand 
as those nost abhorred by people. At the time of the 
laposltion of the sentences in this eass I pointed out 
that the crime for which these defendants stood convicted 
was worse than murder. The distinction Is based upon 
reason. The murderer hills only his victim while the 
traitor violates all the members of his society, all the 
aeabers of the group to whleh he owes his allegiance. 

Our forebear# attached extreme odium to the orlme of 
betraying one’s country. {Pound, Criminal Justice In 
Amerioa 103 (1945)) 4 Blaolcstone Commentaries, 93). The 
faet that the acts of the defendants were not characterised 
ae treason, or that the indlotment in thlVease was not 
on^tbf treason, does not reduce the enormity of the offense, 
for the United States Supreme Court pointed out in Crane? 
t. 0 .S., 325 U.S. 1, 45 (1944) t 

« the treason offense Is not the 
only nor eaa it well serve as the 
prinelpal legal weapon to vlndioate 
our national cohesion and seourltv. 

In debating this provision, Rufus 
King observed to the Convention that 
the f controversy relating to Treason 
night be of less magnitude than was 
^ supposed* as the legislature might 

punish oapltally under other names 
than Treason, * (2 Parra nd 347),* 


In the many letters urging Judlolal clemency, 
which hare been submitted to thle Court , the overwhelming 
preponderance of wbloh are In response to a self-earring 
solicitation by counsel for the Hosenbergs f it has 
frequently been urged that the sentences were unprecedented , 
being the first such sentences imposed for peacetime espionage* 
I hasten to correct this misapprehension and emphasise. 


therefore, that the sentences were not imposed for peacetime 


/ 


V 


espionage but for wartime espionage* This court would not 

hare the power to Impose these sentences for peacetime 

(5) 

espionage. the letters referred to, for the greater 

part Indloate that the writers have never read the record, 

% 

are unfamiliar with the facts In the ease, or have been 
misinformed concerning them* Some of these writers do not 
hesitate to pass Judgment on the eredlbillty of witnesses 
even though they have not observed them on the witness stand, 
a basis essential to Judging eredlbillty* They nevertheless 
assume the role of a super-jury, sitting in absentia* 

While it is true that these sentences are la 
some respects unprecedented, we are all eognlE&nt of the 
fast that we are not living in a static world} times 
change and conditions change. Indeed, it has been 
recognised that punishment tor traitorous aeta was little 
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(5) See footnote (4) supra 








**•3 la tbt past because o f our position of groat 


internal and external security, lbs following 


passage Is found in Hurst. Treason in the United 

$06 

States, 5$ Harr, Law Review, 22^(1945). 


w As the Supreme Court observed la 
the fewer case (65 Sup. Ct. at 931) 
f we have managed to do without the 
treason prosecutions to a degree that 
probably wsuld be impossible except 
while a people was singularly confident 
of external security and internal 
stability.* (Ct. L Stephen, A History 
of the Criminal Law of England (1333) 
251, 233.* 


Can it be said that we are today singularly 
confident of external security and Internal stability? 


When several German spies wars apprehended 
oa our ehoros soon after thefrraarrlval, and executed after 
a military trial for the trim# of espionage in 1942, few, 
if any, volets were heard In opposition to this courso of 
conduct by our government. Perhaps this "offense of those 

offenders wan brought homo in a more dramatic fashion 

# , 

for they wore representatives of a foreign nation at war 
with ms. Is the act not perhaps more treacherous and 
reprehensible when our own fellow Americans, 






✓ 


< 


/ 





I decide to trafflo In our deepest military eeerets and to 
transfer the information concerning these secrets to a 
foreign power while we are engaged in wari then continue 
to traffic la our military secrets when this allegedly 
friendly country beoomes hostile to us and engages In a 
L cold war with America? he can expect oitlzene of a 
foreign’nation to do everything to benefit their oountry 
but we have a right to expect Americans not to enlist In 

i 

a conspiracy to destroy their own oountry* 

The law under which these defendants were 
eonvloted was enaoted in 1917* at a time when the atom 

bomb was non-existent* The law provides that if acts 

* 

of espionage are committed in time of war the court can 
Impose a maximum prison sentence of JO years v or death* 

It Is difficult to imagine acta of espionage^ at any time 
presented to a oourt t which could be of greater consequence 
than those presented by this case* ■ 

hut the Rosenborgs urge that Russia was our ally 
^ in 1944 and 1945 and hence this Court In imposing sentence 
was using hindsight* To aooept this contention is to 
approve the theory that this Is not e government of ^ 
responsible civil and military 1 ead ers , charged with the 
! duty of determining what* military secrets are to be given to 
\ a foreign power, but that the deelslon rests with any 
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individual who flight be disgruntled with the d etera l na tion 
made by our leaders on matters affecting our security* 

Such a government* it la quite obvious, could not long exist* 

i 

»e ultimate end would be anarchy; each individual v/ould 
deelde for himself what Is best for our oountry and then 
pursue that end* 


furthermore , Congrese wisely did not distinguish 
between a friendly or an enemy oountry in prescribing 
punishments for aote of espionage* The law was intended 
to protest and to keep Inviolate our military secrets from 
all foreign powers* That there was good reason for this 
was pointed out by the United States Supreme Court In 
upholding the eonstltutlonallty of this statute by a 
unanimous Court In Gorin v* United States, 312 U*S. 19 , 
29*30, (1940) where the Court said: 

"The statute is expllelt In 
phrasing the erlme of espionage 
as an act of obtaining Information 
relating to the national defense 
f to be used * * * to the advantage 
of any foreign nation* 1 Kg 
dirt Motion l»nafl c between friend 
ox. enemy * Unhappil y the status 

The evil waloh the statute punishes 
Is the obtaining or furnishing of 
this guarded information, either 
to our hurt or another* a gain.* 
(Bosphasls supplied) • 
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Our leaders, charged with the responsibility 
of making the decision to give to, or withhold security 
Information from a foreign power, had determined to 
withhold fcoa this totalitarian goTerment Information 
concerning the most deadly weapon known to aum f a weapon 
which gave America superiority In Military weapons* 

Should the Rosenberg* with their dedication to Soviet 
Russia have been free to override the decision of our 
government on this crucial natter? Should any Individual 
have such a right regardless of the country he intends to 
benefit? The answer is self-evident* 


Furthermore, , the evidence is clear that the 
conspiracy continued right down to 1950* The United 
States Court of Appeals, commented at p* 60S 


"* • • the trial Judge, in sentencing the 
Rosenborgs, relied on record evidence 
which (if believed) shows a very 
different picture* If this evidence be 
accepted, the conspiracy did not end 
.In 194$, while Russia was still a 9 friend 9 , 
but, as the trial Judge phrased it, continued 
v during a period when it mas apparent to every* 
body that wa ware dealing with a hostile nation, 9 
For. according to government witnesses, in 
194® Julius Rosenberg was urging £11 toner to 
stay with the Havy Department as that he might 
obtain seeret da tax in 1946. Rosenborg received 
♦valuable 9 information from SobeHs in 19§0* 
Rosenborg gavo Qreeogla** money to floo to 
Russia* This court cannot rule that the trial 
Judge should have disbelieved those witnesses 
whom ho saw and hoard testify* 


K 


A 


* 
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" • • • the trial Judge oould 
properly oonsidcr the Injury 
to this oountry of their conduct. 
In exercising his discretion as 
to the extent of sentences within 
the statutory limits.* 


The last quoted statement should dispose of 
the defendants* eontentioa that their culpability is to any 
degree lessened by virtue of the absence of an allegation la 
the indictment of Intent to Injure this country. As the 
Supreme Court said in Gorin v. United States, supra, pp. 29,30* 


"Bor do we think It necessary to 
prove that the information 
obtained was to be used to the 
injury ef the United States. The 
statute is explicit In phrasing 
the erime of espionage as an set 
of obtaining information relating 
to the national defense ’to be 
used ♦ » • to the advantage of 
any foreign nation.* . . . If we 
accept petitioners* eontentloa 


that 9 advantage* means advantage 
as against the United States, 

It would be a ueelesa addition, 

»<WD«tlU>r wr op ppa.nt la that 
Jfthout j-nJurr to 


sis suppli 


Xudge Jerome Frank concluded the opinion of the 
United States Court ef Appeals as follows, at p. 609. 




*4« must, then, consider the ease as 
one in which death sentence* have been 
imposed on Americans *&o conspired to 
pass important secret information to 
Russia, not only during 1944-1945* 
but also during the f cold war* « 
assuming the applicability of the 
comma nl ty~ attitude test proposed by 
these defendants, it Is impossible 
to say that the community is shocked 
and outraged by such sentences 
resting on such facts • • * • * 


Apart from these considerations, the defendants 
c^n draw little comfort from their argument that the 
Soviet Union was an ally of tha United States when this 
conspiracy began. This contention evaporates In the 
face of evidence that their acts of espionage did not 
cease upon the termination of hostilities but continued 
and intea si fled in the post-war years when it was apparent 
that Russia had become hostile to the United States* Furthers 
more, no one was more aware than the defendants of the true 
nature of an "ally* which would take these furtive steps to 
set up an extensive espionage network in our country to steal 
our most vital secrsts* 

In Canada, In Britain and in the United States 
the Soviet Union Had Its spies busy In this traitorous 
work. These defendants knew all this as well as the 

y ' 

^ 1 , 

Kremlin Itself, because they were themselves part of 
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that conspiracy - Indead they were leaders In It, 

Even as the Soviet Union took all our help and 
demanded more, while we were battling a common enemy, 

. they were stealthily picking our pockets of our most 
secret atomic data, What right have these defendants / 
now to cry "Russia was our ally* when they were the / 
very ones caught vdih their hands in our pockets 
trying to filch from their own country this weapon 
which, were its secret Inviolate, might have been j 

crucial In maintaining peaee In the post-war world, \ 

It Is apparent that Russia was conscious of the fact , 

* 

that the United States had the one weapon which gave it \ 
military superiority and that, at any price, it had to 
wreet that superiority from the United States by stealing 

the secret information concerning that weapon. The 

'K ... 

tragedy of It is that it was successful. 

The defendants contend that the aete of J 
which they have been found guilty were, not detrimental 
to the United States or of benefit to the Soviet Union, { 
because the Information which was transmitted to the 
Russian agents was not secret but was availabls la 
publicly distributed scientific periodicals. But It is 


( 


c 


/ 


ludicrous to assert that the defendants 9 elaborate 
precautions to escape detection and the furtive conduct 
which characterised all thdr acts as members of the 
Soviet- run espionage ring were directed at the attainment 
of information already In the public domain* Suffice 
It to say that the Jury found the documents to he secret 
and the Court of Appeals In affirming stated that the da* 
fend ants "conspired to pass Important secret information 
to Bosnia* (supra p. 609} * V 

Xt has also been urged that ethers have received 

#■ 

lesser sentences* Indeed, this Court imposed a lesser 
sentence upon the co-conspirator, David Oreenglass* There 
are several answers to this* The degree ef implication sf 
each conspirator and his subsequent eld to the government in 
ferreting out co-conspirators mast he considered* Julius 
and Bthel Rosenberg were the prims movers in this conspire*?! 
Into it they sucked David and Beth Creesglass* Indeed, 

Bath Q re angle s s did not know what her husband was doing in 
Los Alamos until Julius had told her that he was working 
on the atom t < 5 & and that he wanted information which he 
specified in detail* 


•1J» 





Harry Gold received the maximum prison 
sentence of >0 years from the Honorable James P* KoCranery, 
then a United States District Judge In Philadelphia* 

(Told has been a most cooperative and penitent witness 
since his apprehension* He has testified at several 
trials, before several Grand Juries, and unquestionably 
due consideration was given by Judge MeCrenery to Gold* a 

expression of his Intention to o ©operate* 

* 

Klaus Fuchs received the maximum prison 

sentence under the English law and his cooperation la 

now a matter of reoord* It was the result of Klaus Fuchs* 

confession that the trail ultimately led to these defendants* 

It should be noted that Fuoha was not convloted of violating 

an espionage statute but of violating an aot known as the 

Official Secrets Aot* \j*Q be bound by the sentences imposed 

on Fuohs and Alan Bunn May, would be to say that this 

oountry has no right to pass its own lows to deal, with 

offenses as its Congress determines but must blindly follow 

the law of a foreign nation even thougi It materially differs 

4 » 

from our own* Of course, both Fuohs and May pleaded guilty* / 


(6) The evidence In May's ease showed that he transmitted 
information on atomlo research calculators* May's 
counsel emphasized, at the time of his sentencing, that 
he had not worked on the atomic bomb itself. Unlike 
the Hosenbergs, he was not a participant In a general 
conspiracy to furnish seourlty Information to Hussia 
on all phases of military preparations* 
y I am adviced that the English court stated, upon 
sentencing Fuohs t 

"The maximum sentence I can give you under the 
Offlolal Secrets Act is 14 years, and I therefore 
give you 14 years** 
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Th« defendants ware born in America, reared 
In America and educated in the public achools of America# 

They had lived their entire Uvea among us; they had all 
the advantages of our free institutions and had enjoyed 
the privileges of American dtisenshlp# They have heen 
allowed to progress and develope in freedom and ^elf- 
reepect# Ae citizens of America, being numbered as one of ua, 
they chose the path of tr itors and decided to abandon those 
who had nurtured and fed them in favor of a nation whose 
Ideology was repugnant to everything we have learned, lived 
for and to which we have been dedicated# They knew well 
that the stakes were high and the consequences of failure 
were dire# 


This Court ha a no doubt but that if the Rosenberg* 
were ever to attain their freedom, they would continue in 
their deep-seated devotion and allegiance to Soviet Russia, 

* devotion which has caused them to cho ose martyrdom and to keep 
their lips sealed# 

The defendants, still defiant^ assert that they seek 
I justice not mercy# hhat they seek they have attained# Despite 
| this, I must nevertheless consider whether they ere deserving 
| of mercy# VJhlle X mm deeply moved by Considerations of parent- 

j 

hood and while I find 'death in any form heartrending, 







^ ^ responsibility to note out Justice 1 b a baobat 

dictated by the statutes and the Interests of our 
country. Ky personal fallings or preferences Bust be 
pushed aside for *y prime obligation Is to society and 
to American Institutions. The families 0 f these 
defendants are victims of their infamy but I an mindful 
that countless other Americans nay also be victims of that 
Infamy. tjh® defendants mere not auved by any consideration 
for their families and their children In committing their 
crimes, but have urged such eoaslderetloa upon the Court, ta 
order to make more difficult aa already, trying tank, j 
In considering mercy I am reminded ef this passage from 

Mery Ann Evans* (George Kllot), Romola, III, 1863, 

* ^ 

"There la a mercy Wtlch Is veakasss, 
and even treason against the eoenaon good.* 

Mr. Justlee Cardoso pointod out In Sardm^ v, 
Massachusetts- 291 o.S. 97 , 122 (1935) ' 

9 

•Bat justlee, though dut to the accused 
Is due to the accuser sleo.w 

Penologists and Judges say differ ss to whether 
capital punish* ent can serve os n deterrent, Underlying 
ths provision for capital punishment la espionage and 
treason acts la ths tenet that forfeiture of the life 
of the g>y or traitor idll serve as an example to thoae 
nho na ^ thereafter he tempted to coesait stellar tits* 
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This Is vital In the world In which we lire, 
infiltrated as we are by the home grown and foreign 
variety of spies, which are and will be a continuing 
threat to our security so long as a foreign nation 
provides incentive for this spying. On this score, 

X believe ay words at the sentencing are still 

* 

appropriates 

•Our national security is nose 
important than any personal feelings 
that X might hare on the subject and 
it is more Important, X think, than 
the punishment of any single individual," 
(Record, p. 249})* 

X recognise that some forces are attempting 
te use this ease to fan anti-American fires. This is an 
unfortunate by-product of the ease. The passing of 
time and the blurring ef the memory of mem permits the 
tree evidence established at the trial to become beclouded 
by propaganda. But, X repeat, the guilt of the 
defendants was established by overwhelming direct evidence 
which the Jury found credible, and indeed it is my belief 
that their guilt was established beyond any doubt. 

X hero not considered the international eonse- 
gaences ef the Soviet propaganda concerning these sentences. 



It Is entirely possible that their false characterizations 
of this trial and the sentences of this Court night supply 
grist to their nllls dedicated to the poisoning of the 
winds of the peoples of the world# 

This Court is not equipped to a praise the 
effectiveness of such propaganda upon our foreign relatione 
nor, in ay opinion* is this a natter for the Judloiary to 
consider# It may be that such questions merit careful 
consideration but they are properly addressed to the 
Xxeoutlve Department. 

t 

The President is rested with the power to speak 
and listen as the representative of this nation# He Is 
also vested with power to grant reprieves end. pardons for 
offenses against the United States# (?♦ S# Constitution 
, Article XX. t Section 2* clauss 1.) 

Hr. Justice Holmes In BlddlS v# *74 

U# S. k&0 9 (1926) * pointed out that executive clemency wan 
not a private act of Congress! it was a part of the 
Constitutional scheme, and when It was granted. It was 
the determination of the ultimate authority that the 
pub lie welfare land this included International as well ns 
national situations) will be better served by inflicting 
less thah the Judgment fixed# 


I 





3o, w observe, ui at it Is over one year and 
Bins mohtns sines tills Court discharged the unpleasant 
duty of sentencing these defendants. During that time 
their appeal has been carried from this Court through 
all the appropriate Appellate Courts and the sentence 
and Judgment have not been disturbed* No legal recourse 
has been denied the defendants, 1 have already p Inted out 
that I withdrew from hearing a motion so that another Judge, 
not previously Involved In this ease, night rule on this 
notion to set aside the Judgment of conviction* Through all 
of this no other court has been able to find a reversible 
error or the legal Justification to set aside the sentence. 

How, because our judicial procedures provide that the case 
nay go back to the orl dnal court, for consideration upon 

' ir % 

a notion to reduce the sentence, I have been once a/aln 
faced with the unpleasant task of reviewing the crime and 
sentence of these defendants* 

1 have meditated and reflected long and 

♦ , 

difficult hours over the sentence In this case, 1 have 
studied and re* studied the record and 1 have, seen nothing 
nor has anything bee pre sauted to me to cause me to change 
the sentence originally imposed* I still feel that their 
trims was worse than murder* Nor have X seen any evidence 

~ s* 

that the defendants have experienced any remorse or repentance* 
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Unfortunately, In Its place this Court has bean sub- 
jected to a mounting organised campaign of vilifi- 
cation, abuse and pressure. This Court, however, la 
not subject to such organised campaign and tha pressures 
which have been brought to bear in this case, nor does 
It require such tactics to make it cognisant of the human 
tragedy Involved. 

The application is denied. 


Dated: New fork, W.T. 

January 2nd 1953* 


